AIDS  activists  seize 
stage  in  Montreal 


Five  days  of  spotlighting  the  needs  of  people 
living  with  HIV  culminate  in  a  push  for  the 
“Montreal  Manifesto  ” 


By  Jennie  McKnight 

MONTREAL  —  AIDS  activists  attending 
the  Fifth  International  Conference  on  AIDS 
here  have  seized  microphones,  zapped  “ex¬ 
perts,”  and  pushed  their  own  agenda  in 
what  one  described  as  “the  emergence  of 
AIDS  activism  internationally.”  From  the 
opening  session  June  4,  to  its  finale  June  9,  a 
coordinated  group  of  several  hundred  ac¬ 
tivists  —  primarily  from  Canada  and  the 
United  States  —  have  engaged  in  non-stop 
acting  up 

in  a  dramatic  first  action,  over  300 
demonstrators  entered  the  giant  Palais  de 
Congres  June  4,  where  the  opening  plenary 
of  the  scientific  gathering  was  about  to  get 
underway.  Chanting  and  carrying  banners, 
the  activists  marched  through  the  long  hall 
and  took  the  stage,  where  they  w'ere  given  a 
standing  ovation  by  many  of  the  official 
conference  delegates.  Several  members  of 
the  group  addressed  the  crowd,  after  con¬ 
ference  organizers  agreed  to  supply  power 
to  the  stage  microphone. 

Tim  McCaskell,  a  member  of  AIDS  Ac¬ 
tion  Nowl/Toronto,  one  of  the  organizing 
groups  for  the  AIDS  actions  in  Montreal, 
read  the  “Montreal  Manifesto.”  Printed  in 
both  English  and  French,  the  manifesto  is  a 
“declaration  of  the  universal  rights  and 
needs  of  people  living  with  HIV  disease,” 
and  one  of  the  centerpieces  of  the  actions 
here.  It  was  drafted  by  AIDS  Action  Now! 
and  ACT  UP/New  York,  and  sets  forth 
“the  responsibilities  of  all  peoples,  govern¬ 
ments,  international  bodies,  multinational 
corporations,  and  health  care  providers  to 
ensure  the  rights  of  all  people  living  with 
HIV  disease.” 

Observers  of  and  participants  in  the  open¬ 
ing  action  said  it  was  a  moving  and  dramatic 
beginning  to  the  conference  that  set  the 
stage  for  the  week’s  activities.  In  addition  to 
AIDS  Action  Now!  and  ACT  UP/NY,  par¬ 
ticipants  in  the  demonstrations  have  includ¬ 


ed  the  Montreal  group  Reaction  SIDA,  and 
members  of  other  ACT  UP  chapters  from 
around  the  U.S.,  including  Chicago,  San 
Francisco,  Los  Angeles,  Kansas  City,  and 
Boston. 

After  the  activists  delayed  the  opening 
plenary  sessions,  many  stayed  to  hear  Cana¬ 
dian  Prime  Minister  Brian  Mulroney  ad¬ 
dress  the  conference.  Led  by  the  Toronto 
group,  the  protesters  stood  and  turned  their 
backs  on  Mulroney  when  he  begr-n  bis 
remarks,  showing  their  anger  at  Mulroney  s 
failure  to  address  AIDS.  They  blasted  the 
prime  minister  for  waiting  until  the  Mon¬ 
treal  conference  to  give  his  first  public 
speech  on  the  topic. 

ACT  UP/NY  took  the  lead  on  Monday, 
June  5,  when  they  attended  the  morning 
plenary  session  where  New  York  City 
Health  Commissioner  Stephen  Joseph  was 
on  a  panel.  Shouting  “Shame,  shame, 
shame,”  the  activists  lambasted  Joseph  for 
his  assertion  that  aggressive  contact  tracing 
of  people  who  have  had  sexual  or  drug- 
related  contact  with  those  who  test  positive 
for  antibodies  to  HIV  should  become  stan¬ 
dard  public  health  procedures  in  the  future. 
Joseph  was  heckled  throughout  the  speech, 
and  protesters  raised  their  watches  to  sym¬ 
bolize  the  “time  running  out”  for  people 
with  AIDS,  ARC  and  HIV.  (The  protests  of 
Joseph’s  announcements  in  Montreal  have 
spread  to  New  York,  where  on  June  8  over 
200  demonstrators  shut  down  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Health  building  and  disrupted  traf¬ 
fic  on  the  Brooklyn  Bridge.) 

On  Monday  evening,  activists  held  a  suc¬ 
cessful  visibility  and  educational  action  at  a 
Montreal  Expos  baseball  game  where  they 
handed  out  condoms  and  safer  sex  literature 
in  French  and  English.  John  Davis,  a 
member  of  ACT  UP/NY  who  attended  the 
game,  said  the  banners  with  baseball 
Continued  on  page  13 


Conyers  Thompson  reads  the  Montreal  Manifesto  after  activists  stormed  the  stage,  delaying  the  open¬ 
ing  ceremony  at  AIDS  conference 
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Marsha  P.  (Pay-it-no-mind)  Johnson,  veteran  of  Stonewall  riots 


‘My  dream  of  a  radical 
graduation’ 

Audre  Lorde  delivers  the  commencement  address  at 
Oberlin  amidst  a  growing  conservative  climate 


By  Jennie  McKnight 

OBERLIN,  Ohio  —  Barbara  Smith  called 
it  “my  dream  of  a  radical  graduation.” 
Graduating  senior  Rod  McCoy  described  it 
as  “totally  amazing.”  Poet  and  Oberlin 
alumna  Kate  Rushin  said  it  was  “deeply 
moving,  very  powerful.”  And  Assistant 
Professor  Chandra  Talpade  Mohanty  said  it 
was  a  “vindication  of  the  kind  of  teaching  1 
try  to  do.” 

So  spoke  several  of  those  who  attended 
the  May  29  Oberlin  College  commencement 
address  given  by  Audre  Lorde.  Her  speech, 
which  she  had  said  would  both  upset  atid  en¬ 
thrall  listeners,  gripped  those  present  at  the 
ceremony  and  brought  the  graduating  class 
to  its  feet. 

Smith,  who  travelled  to  Oberlin  to  attend 
the  graduation  because  Lorde  was  giving  the 
commencement  speech,  said  “It  was  a  ma-- 
jor  event.  It  is  unprecedented  to  have  some¬ 
one  with  her  politics  and  her  identity 
speak  in  that  forum.  Because  you  know 
Audre  gets  up  and  speaks  her  identity.” 

McCoy,  vvho  received  his  degree  in  Black 
Studies  and  Sociology  with  a  minor  in 
Women’s  Studies,  also  emphasized  Lorde’s 
focus  on  identity.  “  I  was  glad  she  was  open. 
I’m  a  gay  man  and  [Lorde’s  being  out  as  a 
lesbian]  was  a  challenge  for  those  of  us  in  the 
audience  as  well  as  for  parents  and  friends 
and  guests.  She  really  spoke  to  me.  I  think 
she  began  her  speech  by  saying  she  was  an 
African,  Caribbean,  American  lesbian 
feminist  poet  warrior,  and  I  said  to  myself 
‘Okay,  Rod,  what  are  you?  I’m  an  African 
American,  and  I’m  Native  American,  and  I 
want  to  be  a  poet/activist/novelist....’  It 
was  truly  inspiring.  She  was  the  kind  of 
speaker  I  was  glad  to  have  at  my 
graduation.” 

Lorde  told  GCN  she  was  “very  touched 
to  have  been  invited,  especially  because  the 
students  at  Oberlin  have  major  input  into 
selecting  a  speaker.  For  me  that  meant  some 
of  the  seeds  I’ve  been  planting  are  beginning 


to  take  root  and  grow.” 

Lorde  said  the  event  also  gave  her  a 
chance  to  “say  some  things  that  need  to  be 
said.”  In  the  speech  she  asked  the  students 
and  others  present  to  “look  at  the  realities 
of  our  lives  and  our  environment,  not  in  a 
despairing  way,  but  recognizing  we  have  an 
absolute  responsibility....” 

Lorde’s  message  was  global,  according  to 
McCoy,  who  said  he  was  moved  by  the 
poet’s  call  to  become  aware  of  and  par¬ 
ticipate  in  an  international  community.  “It 
gave  me  a  sense,  of  personal  power.  She 
challenged  me  as  a  graduate  going  out  into 
the  world  to  shape  and  change  things,”  he 
said. 

Lorde  pointed  to  “the  world  stage.”  and 
emphasized  to  her  listeners  that  “seven 
eighths  of  the  world’s  population  arc  people 
of  color,  and  involvement  in  world  struggles 
is  about  survival,  not  altruism.’ 

Several  people  who  spoke  to  GCN  ap¬ 
plauded  Lorde’s  ability  to  dearly  draw  con¬ 
nections  between  oppressions  experienced 
by  people  around  the  world  anil  to  move  her 
listeners  to  action.  Especially  inspiring  was 
Lorde’s  call  to  U.S.  citizens  to  protest  the 
oppressive  actions  “done.in  our  name,”  ac¬ 
cording  to  McCoy. 

“As  citizens  of  the  most  privileged  coun¬ 
try  in  the  world,  which  has  been  on  the 
wrong  side  of  every  liberation  struggle  ...  it 
is  necessary  to  see  the  kinds  of  things  done  in 
the  world  in  our  name,”  Lorde  told  GCN. 

Sowing  seeds 

In  addition  to  delivering  the  graduation 
speech,  Lorde  was  given  an  honorary  doc¬ 
torate  of  literature.  She  also  met  with 
students  and  attended  a  few  special  func¬ 
tions.  One  of  the  most  moving  experiences, 
she  said,  was  learning  that  two  lesbian  and 
gay  groups  of  students  of  color  had  been 
organized  as  a  result  of  her  last  visit  to 
Continued  on  page  1 3 
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Quote  of  the  week 


“the  affidavits  of  credible  witnesses  who 
have  personal  knowledge  of  the  pertinent 
facts,”  said  a  report  in  Miami’s  The  Weekly 
News.  The  court  said  that  it  would  not  con¬ 
sider  the  misconduct  charges,  which  were 
brought  by  17  lawyers,  unless  amended 
charges  were  presented  within  30  days.  But  a 
court-appointed  judge  recommended  that 
the  Commission  on  Judicial  Conduct  hold  a 
public  hearing  and  inquiry. 

At  a  pretrial  conference  here,  the  commis¬ 
sion  released  a  five-page  documentation  of 
its  charges  against  Hampton.  In  the  report, 
the  commission  said  that  Hampton’s  com¬ 
ments  “were  so  blatantly  prejudiced  in  sug¬ 
gesting  that  the  life  of  a  homosexual  or  pros¬ 
titute  was  of  lesser  value  than  that  of  some 
other  individual”  that  they  “cast  discredit 
upon  the  judiciary  and  the  administration  of 
justice.”  The  commission  has  the  power  to 
call  for  Hampton’s  removal. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 


“I  think  if  they  don’t  cut  the  crap, 
something  might  happen,  and  I’m  going  to 
happen  it.  The  right  to  privacy  and  the  right 
to  hypocrisy  do  not  coexist.” 

—  Barney  Frank  (D-Mass.)  respond¬ 
ing  to  a  memo,  circulated  by  officials  in  the 
Republican  Party,  that  implied  that  newly 
elected  Speaker  of  the  House  Tom  Foley 
(D-Wash.)  is  gay,  in  the  Boston  Herald.  A 
June  I  memo  entitled  “Tom  Foley,  Out  of 
the  Liberal  Closet,  ”  compared  Foley’s 
voting  record  to  that  of  only  one  other 
Democrat,  Frank,  who  is  openly  gay.  The 
day  that  Foley  replaced  Jim  Wright  as 
House  Speaker,  Frank  said  that  he  would 
name  “prominent  gay  Republicans’ ’  in 
Congress  and  the  Bush  administration 
unless  the  Republican  Party  stopped 
spreading  “innuendos.  ”  Mark  Goodin,  a 
staff  member  of  the  Republican  National 
Committee  (RNC),  wrote  the  memo.  The 
day  after  Frank  angrily  voiced  his  intentions 
to  retaliate  against  the  Republicans,  Goodin 
resigned.  Some  Democrats  are  also  calling 
for  the  resignation  of  RNC  chair  (and  cam¬ 
paign  manager  for  Bush  last  fall)  Lee  At¬ 
water,  who  was  reprimanded  by  Bush  on  the 
day  that  Goodin  left  the  RNC. 

Contact  tracing  bill 
passes  in  Indiana 

INDIANAPOLIS  —  A  bill  that  will, 
among  other  things,  provide  “civil  immuni¬ 
ty”  to  doctors  who  notify  people  at  risk  of 
contracting  HIV,  passed  both  houses  here 
and  was  signed  by  the  governor.  SB  249  will 
take  effect  on  July  1. 

According  to  New  Works  News,  a  lesbian 
and  gay  paper  in  Indiana,  the  bill  says  that 
doctors  may  inform  people  who  they  believe 
to  be  at  significant  risk  if  the  doctor  is  sure 
that  the  patient  is  a  “carrier”;  knows  the 
identity  of  the  person  at  risk;  is  reasonably 
sure  that  the  person  at  risk  is  at  significant  risk; 
has  reason  to  believe  that  the  person  at  risk 
has  not  been  notified  of  his  or  her  risk 
status;  and  has  made  a  reasonable  attempt 
to  inform  the  HIV  positive  person  of  the 
doctor’s  intent  to  make  a  disclosure  to  the 
person  at  risk. 

The  bill  also  states  that  people  with  AIDS 
have  a  “duty”  to  inform  their  sexual  part¬ 
ners  and  people  with  whom  they  share  need¬ 
les  that  they  have  AIDS,  and  it  makes  it  a 
crime  to  knowingly  donate  or  sell  semen  for 
artificial  insemination  that  is  HIV  antibody 
positive. 

□  Saskia  Gugler 

Texas  judge  charged 
with  ‘blatant 
prejudice* 

DALLAS  —  In  a  recently  released  docu¬ 
ment,  the  Texas  Commission  on  Judicial 
Conduct  charged  that  Judge  Jack  Hampton 
acted  with  “blatant  prejudice”  in  the 
sentencing  of  a  man  who  killed  two  gay 
men,  according  to  the  Philadelphia  Gay 
News. 

Last  December,  Hampton  sentenced 
Richard  Lee  Bednarski  to  30  years  in  prison 
rather  than  life  and  told  reporters  that  he 
gave  Bednarski  a  more  lenient  sentence  be¬ 
cause  his  victims  were  gay. 

In  early  May,  the  Texas  Supreme  Court 
said  that  it  did  not  have  the  jurisdiction  to 
hear  the  misconduct  case  against  Hampton 
because  the  charges  weren’t  supported  by 


Father’s  Day  march 
for  women’s  lives 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Men  who  support 
reproductive  freedom  for  women  will 
march,  rally,  and  hold  an  all-night  vigil  on 
June  18,  Father’s  Day.  The  event  is  being 
called  by  “Men  Who  Care  About  Women’s 
Lives,”  an  all  male  pro-choice  organization 
that  formed  here  in  March.  “Men  Who 
Care”  supports  and  promotes  public  cam¬ 
paigns  to  protect  women’s  reproductive 
freedom  and  legal  right  to  have  abortions. 
Harry  Britt,  openly  gay  president  of  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  here,  is  one  of  the  co¬ 
chairs  of  the  group. 

The  “Men’s  March  for  Women’s  Lives” 
will  begin  at  Dolores  Park  at  7:00  and  wind 
up  at  the  Federal  Building,  where  the  march¬ 
ers  will  hold  the  all  night  candlelight  vigil. 
For  more  information,  call  (415)  337-2061 
or  (415)  255-3124. 

.  □  Kelly  Gaines 

Activists  disrupt  city 
council  over  budget 
cuts 

PHILADELPHIA  —  A  broad-based 
coalition,  including  AIDS,  homeless,  and 
union  activists,  has  been  putting  pressure 
on  the  city  council  here  to  restore  adequate 
funding  for  AIDS  and  human  services  pro¬ 
grams.  The  protesters  have  disrupted  several 
recent  council  meetings  in  response  to  a  pro¬ 
posed  city  budget  that  cuts  many  human  ser¬ 
vice  funds,  including  halving  the  money 
allotted  for  AIDS,  according  to  reports  in 
the  Philadelphia  Gay  News  (PGN). 

On  April  21,  eleven  people  were  arrested 
as  the  protesters  disrupted  the  meeting  by 
chanting  and  demanding  to  be  included  in  a 
hearing  on  the  proposed  budget.  The  ac¬ 
tivists  who  were  arrested  had  climbed  over 
the  railing  in  the  chambers  onto  the  council 
floor.  A  month  later,  the  protesters  are  con¬ 
tinuing  to  demand  that  the  council  listen  to 
them.  They  delayed  the  start  of  the  May  25 
council  meeting  by  chanting  and  singing, 
and  presented  the  council  with  a  cake  that 
said,  “Let  them  eat.” 

Reaction  to  the  protesters’  persistent 
presence  at  council  meetings  has  been 
hostile  at  times.  One  councilmember,  That¬ 
cher  Longstreth,  reportedly  made  an  “ob¬ 
scene  gesture”  to  ACT  UP  member  Scott 
Tucker  at  one  of  the  meetings.  The  follow¬ 
ing  week,  when  activists  showed  up  at 
another  meeting,  they  chanted  “How’s  your 
finger  today?”  to  Longstreth. 

Individuals  from  ACT  UP,  Program  Es- 
fuerzo,  Hospital  Workers  Union  1199  C, 
and  ActionAlDS,  among  others,  are  com¬ 
mitted  to  putting  continued  pressure  on  the 
council.  Tucker  told  GCN  that  the  pro¬ 
testers  are  especially  encouraged  because  of 
the  diversity  of  the  people  joining  together 
to  fight  for  fair  and  adequate  funding. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 


Compound  Q  trials 
begin 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Phase  I  toxicity 
trials  are  underway  for  compound  Q 
(GLQ223)  at  San  Francisco  General  Hospit¬ 
al.  Amidst  controversy  about  the  length  of 
the  trials  (researchers  predict  a  year,  while 
AIDS  activists  assert  that  six  months  should 
be  the  goal),  speculation  that  compound  Q 
may  be  a  breakthrough  treatment  con¬ 
tinues. 

The  active  ingredient  in  compound  Q  is 
trichosanthin,  a  protein  extracted  from  the 
root  of  a  Chinese  cucumber.  The  first 
reports  on  compound  Q  were  released  in 
April  and  have  prompted  hopeful  but 
cautious  reactions  throughout  the  AIDS 
community.  Researchers  at  the  University 
of  California  at  San  Francisco  and  Genelabs 
found  that,  in  test  tube  experiments,  com¬ 
pound  Q  selectively  kills  cells  infected  with 
HIV,  while  leaving  healthy  cells  intact.  If 
compound  Q  can  seek  out  HIV-infected 
cells  in  people  as  well  as  it  does  in  test  tubes, 
it  could  be  a  major  breakthrough. 

The  selectivity  of  compound  Q  disting¬ 
uishes  it  from  other  treatments,  according 
to  Treatment  News,  published  by  the  Gay 
Men’s  Health  Crisis.  Some  treatments  may 
prevent  HIV  from  infecting  T4  cells,  while 
others,  like  AZT,  prevent  HIV  from  en¬ 
coding  itself  onto  infected  cells  so  that  it  can 
generate  more  HIV.  Compound  Q,  at  least 
in  laboratory  tests,  not  only  selectively  seeks 
out  HIV-infected  cells,  but  apparently  also 
attacks  monocytes  or  macrophages, 
something  that  no  treatment  to  date  has 
done,  said  Treatment  News.  (Infected  T4 
cells  burst  and  die,  whereas  monocytes  are 
white  blood  cells  that  harbor  HIV,  so  that 
more  of  the  virus  continues  to  grow  in  the 
cells.) 

Despite  much  optimism  about  compound 
Q,  many  in  the  AIDS  community  are  warn¬ 
ing  that  people  should  not  see  compound  Q 
as  a  silver  bullet  cure  for  AIDS.  The  PWA 
Coalition  Newsline  asserts  that  some  of  the 
reports  on  compound  Q  have  contained 
overstatements.  For  instance,  some  studies 
have  suggested  that  other  drug*,  including 
AZT,  can  also  fight  monocytes  ip  test  tubes, 
so  compound  Q  isn’t  necessarily  the  first. 
However,  Newsline  does  emphasize  that 
initial  compound  Q  tests  have  been  very  ef¬ 
fective  and  that  the  selectivity  factor  of  com¬ 
pound  Q  is  promising. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 

Clinical  trials 
hotlines 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  —  The  National 
Institutes  of  Health  (NIH)  and  the  National 
Institute  of  Allergy  and  Infectious  Diseases 
(NIAID)  have  set  up  phone  lines  to  provide 
people  with  information  about  current  drug 
trials  of  promising  AIDS  treatments  and 
therapies. 

Callers  can  reach  the  toll  free  24-hour 
NIH  AIDS  hotline  at  1 -(800)  342-AIDS. 
NIAID’s  AIDS  Clinical  Trials  Information 
service,  1  -(800)  Trials-A,  is  available  Mon¬ 
day  through  Friday  from  9  a.m.  until  7  p.m. 
Callers  will  be  linked  with  experienced 
health  specialists  who  will  give  them  infor¬ 
mation,  including  eligibility  requirements 
and  names  of  contacts,  on  more  that  80 
clinical  trials  currently  being  conducted  by 
NIH.  Spanish-speaking  health  specialists 
are  available. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 

Update  on  CMV  and 
ganciclovir 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  —  Under 
pressure  from  AIDS  activists  and  medical 
researchers,  the  Food  and  Drug  Administra¬ 
tion  finally  approved  the  use  of  ganciclovir 
(DHPG)  for  all  PWAs  who  have  CMV  retin¬ 
itis.  The  PWA  Coalition  Newsline  reports 
that  on  May  2,  an  FDA  Advisory  Panel 
unanimously  approved  DHPG  for  use  with 
AIDS-related  CMV  infections.  Doctors 
should  be  permitted  to  write  ordinary 
prescriptions  for  ganciclovir  in  the  near 
future. 

CMV,  cytomegalovirus,  is  a  common  op¬ 
portunistic  infection  that  can  cause  blind¬ 
ness  when  it  strikes  the  eyes.  The  only  drug 
that  has  been  proven  to  fight  CMV  retinitis 
is  ganciclovir,  but  ganciclovir  has  side  ef¬ 


fects  that  seem  to  be  especially  severe  when 
taken  with  AZT,  said  Newsline.  Some 
PWAs  have  been  forced  to  go  off  AZT,  thus 
increasing  their  risks  of  other  infections,  in 
order  to  combat  CMV.  Still,  since  gan¬ 
ciclovir  is  the  only  proven  treatment  for 
CMV  retinitis,  medical  researchers  and 
AIDS  activists  have  been  pushing  the  FDA 
for  months  to  approve  its  marketing.  Now, 
said  Newsline,  PWAs  and  doctors  can  con¬ 
centrate  on  finding  a  way  to  lower  the  side 
effects  of  ganciclovir. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 

Promising  antiviral 
may  have  side- 
effects 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  A  promising  anti¬ 
viral  compound  called  hypericin,  which  is 
found  in  St.  John’s  wort  plant  extracts,  may 
cause  abnormal  liver  function,  according  to 
AIDS  Treatment  News.  The  newsletter, 
which  has  carried  laboratory  and  anecdotal 
information  about  the  effectiveness  of 
hypericin,  reports  that  several  people  have 
stopped  taking  the  compound  after  abnor¬ 
mal  liver  function  tests. 

But  much  of  the  information  Treatment 
News  has  received  is  good,  with  many  peo¬ 
ple  taking  the  compound  reporting  dramatic 
improvements  in  one  or  more  symptoms,  in¬ 
cluding  increased  energy  level  and  reduced 
fatigue,  neuropathy,  some  cases  of  diar¬ 
rhea,  weight  loss  and  p24  antigen  levels. 

Many  of  the  people  currently  taking  hy¬ 
pericin  are  obtaining  it  from  commercially 
available  St.  John’s  wort  tablets.  But 
because  of  the  cases  of  abnormal  liver  tests, 
Treatment  News  strongly  urges  people  in¬ 
terested  in  taking  the  drug  to  do  so  with  the 
knowledge  of  their  physician. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Blood-dot  reducing 
drug  may  enhance 
AZT 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  A  prescription 
drug  commonly  used  to  prevent  blood  clot¬ 
ting  has  been  shown  to  increase  the  effec¬ 
tiveness  of  AZT  in  laboratory  tests,  accord¬ 
ing  to  AIDS  Treatment  News.  The  AZT- 
boosting  effectiveness  of  the  drug,  called 
dipyridamole,  DPM  or  Persantine,  has  yet 
to  be  tested  in  humans.  In  the  laboratory, 
DPM  did  not  enhance  AZT’s  toxicity  to 
bone  marrow  or  other  human  cells. 

In  addition  to  enhancing  the  antiviral  ac¬ 
tivity  of  AZT,  DPM  also  enhanced  the  anti- 
HIV  properties  of  DDC,  an  experimental 
antiviral  treatment  related  to  AZT.  DPM  is 
one  of  several  drugs  being  tested  for  its  abili¬ 
ty  to  enhance  AZT  and  other  antiviral 
drugs.  The  toxic  side  effects  of  some  anti¬ 
viral  treatments,  and  the  fact  that  some  peo¬ 
ple  develop  a  resistance  to  AZT,  have  led 
people  with  AIDS,  ARC  and  HIV  and  their 
doctors  to  look  for  therapies  that  combine 
or  alternate  treatments  to  maximize  their  ef¬ 
fectiveness  and  minimize  negative  side  ef¬ 
fects. 

DPM  is  particularly  promising,  according 
to  Treatment  News,  because  it  could  be  easi¬ 
ly  tested  and  made  available.  It  is  inexpen¬ 
sive  (50  cents  a  day  or  less),  and  generally 
considered  safe  in  its  current  use.  Treatment 
News  speculates  that  drug  trials  for  DPM  in 
conjunction  with  AZT  and  DDC  may  face 
bureaucratic  delays,  and  that  people  on 
AZT  and  their  physicians  may  decide  to  go 
ahead  and  try  the  combination  themselves. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Transcription  of 
forum  available 

NEW  YORK  —  A  transcription  of  the 
Columbia  Gay  Health  Advocacy  Project 
forum  held  at  Columbia  University  in 
November  of  1988,  is  available,  according 
to  the  PWA  Coalition  Newsline. 

The  transcript,  which  includes  presenta¬ 
tions  as  well  as  audience  questions,  covers 
the  following  topics:  pneumocystis  pneumo¬ 
nia  treatment  and  prophylaxis;  the  pros  and 
cons  of  AZT;  gastrointestinal  and  nutri¬ 
tional  complications  of  AIDS;  neurological 
complications  of  AIDS;  and  general  infor¬ 
mation  on  other  AIDS  issues.  The  Newsline 

Continued  on  page23 
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Gay  bashing  on  the  rise 

But  the  “violence  issue ”  may  be  a  “stepping  stone”  in 
the  fight  for  lesbian  and  gay  civil  rights 


By  John  Zeh 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  —  Anti  -gay  vio¬ 
lence  has  increased  “in  real  terms”  this 
decade,  according  to  the  annual  audit  re¬ 
leased  June  7  by  the  Anti-Violence  Project 
of  the  National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force 
(NGLTF). 

Kevin  Berrill,  author  of  the  study  and 
director  of  the  NGLTF  project,  said  that 
while  hate-motivated  crimes  against  lesbians 
and  gay  men  are  widely  underreported,  they 
clearly  constitute  “alarming  acts  of  ter¬ 
rorism.”  Hate  crimes  “have  a  chilling  effect 
and  are  intended  to  strike  fear  into  a  whole 
community,  violating  and  isolating  not  just 
the  individual  victim,  but  the  whole  gay 
community,  Black  community,  Asian  com¬ 
munity,  and  the  like,”  said  Berrill.  “The 
logic  behind  focusing  in  on  these  types  of 
crimes  is  that  the  impact  extends  far  beyond 
the  individual,”  he  explained. 

Berrill  commented  on  the  audit  several 
days  before  its  official  release  at  a  workshop 
during  the  seventh  annual  convention  of  the 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Press  Association. 

This  year’s  report,  the  fourth  since  the 
project  was  established  in  1982,  is  “more 
graphic,  describing  attacks  in  real  detail,” 
said  Berrill,  and  added  that  after  reading  it, 
people  should  be  “pissed  and  horrified”  at 
the  terror  documented  “not  just  in  statis¬ 
tics,  but  in  stories  of  people’s  lives.” 

Although  the  audit  reflects  an  increase  of 
anti-gay  violence  in  recent  years,  the  1988 
survey  does  not  necessarily  indicate  that 
there  were  more  hate-motivated  crimes  this 
year  than  in  any  of  the  years  previously 
audited.  Berrill  cautioned  that  apparent  in¬ 
creases  in  crimes  reflect  additional,  improv¬ 
ed  reporting  techniques. 

NGLTF  relied  on  information  provided 
by  local  groups,  anti-violence  surveys,  and 
news  accounts  in  both  the  lesbian/gay  and 
mainstream  press.  Reports  were  compiled 
from  120  groups  in  38  states  and  the  District 
of  Columbia.  Last  year,  data  was  collected 
from  only  64  groups.  The  project  also  did 


special  outreach  to  college  campuses  and 
Metropolitan  Community  Churches. 

If  information  from  the  churches  and 
campus  groups  is  omitted  from  the  1988 
data,  the  study  said,  reports  of  serious 
crimes  showed  an  increase:  arson  doubled, 
homicides  rose  nine  percent,  physical 
assaults  were  up  four  percent,  police  abuse 
rose  32  percent  and  bomb  threats  increased 
by  73  percent.  Of  70  homicides  reported  in 
the  audit,  22  were  classified  as  definitely 
anti-gay,  while  the  rest  were  considered  to 
be  “gay-related.” 

But  only  40  percent  of  the  local  groups 
surveyed  reported  an  increase  in  harassment 
and  violence  in  1988,  and  12  percent  said  the 
problem  had  declined  or  stayed  the  same.  A 
plurality  of  42  percent  was  unsure  whether 
the  number  of  local  anti-gay  incidents  had 
risen  since  1987,  but  53  percent  said  such 
episodes  had  increased  “in  recent  years.” 

Berrill  said  that  increased  anti-gay  activity 
by  “skinheads,”  gangs  of  primarily  subur¬ 
ban  youth,  who  are  identified  by  shaved 
heads  and  heavy,  steel-toed  boots,  and  are 
motivated  by  white  supremacist  and  neo- 
Nazi  rhetoric  [see  GCN,  June  4,  1989],  ac¬ 
counted  for  many  violent  attacks  against 
gay  men  and  lesbians  in  1988.  In  17  cities, 
and  towns  where  anti-gay  and  lesbian  activi¬ 
ty  by  hate  groups  was  reported,  skinheads 
were  identified  as  the  perpetrators  of  at  least 
18  different  anti -gay  and  lesbian  crimes,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  study.  Many  of  these  inci¬ 
dents  resulted  in  serious  injuries  to  the  vic¬ 
tims. 

Violence  issue  as  a  “stepping  stone’’ 

In  analyzing  the  study’s  findings,  Berrill 
said  he  is  “grappling”  with  questions  raised 
by  the  data.  Would  real  increases  in  anti-gay 
and  lesbian  violence  signal  growing  hostility 
and  intolerance  in  local  communities  or  so¬ 
ciety  at  large?  “Or  could  it  be  we’re  going 
down  a  dual  track?  Increased  acceptance 
Continued  on  page  13 


Cardinal  blasts  AIDS 
education  program 


By  Mike  Friedman 

BOSTON  —  In  a  letter  read  in  all  Boston 
area  Catholic  churches  on  May  21,  1989 
Bernard  Cardinal  Law  blasted  the  Boston 
Public  School’s  new  AIDS  education  cur¬ 
riculum  for  grades  6-12. 

Alleging  that  the  curriculum,  which  in¬ 
cludes  instruction  in  the  use  of  condoms, 
would  “place  our  children  in  danger,  both 
moral  and  physical,”  Law  called  on  all 
parents  with  students  in  the  Boston  Public 
schools  to  withdraw  their  children  from 
“this  objectionable  program”  by  informing 
the  child’s  principal  in  writing. 

But  Warren  Blumenfeld,  a  spokesperson 
for  ACT  UP/Boston,  said  “both  the  Car¬ 
dinal’s  words  and  deeds  are  tantamount  to 
child  abuse.”  Blumenfeld  pointed  out  that 
the  Cardinal  and  the  Catholic  Church  are 
also  opposed  to  clean  needle  exchange  for 
IV  drug  users,  have  opposed  effective  AIDS 
education  in  the  past,  and  are  some  of  the 
most  vocal  opponents  to  the  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Civil  Rights  Bill  currently  under  con¬ 
sideration  in  the  legislature.  Blumenfeld 
called  Law  “one  of  the  biggest  bigots 
against  lesbians,  gays  and  bisexuals”  in 
Massachusetts. 

Law  claimed  in  his  letter  that  teaching 
children  to  use  condoms  properly  will  pre¬ 
vent  the  presentation  of  sexual  abstinence  as 
a  viable  AIDS  prevention  alternative.  Sex¬ 
ual  abstinence  is  the  only  method  sanctioned 
by  the  Catholic  Church  for  avoiding  contact 
with  AIDS.  In  addition,  he  alleged  that  “the 
failure  associated  with  [condoms’]  use, 
particularly  by  the  young,  is  high  enough  to 
make  even  the  suggestion  of  making  re¬ 
course  to  condoms  a  serious  health  hazard 
for  our  children,”  thus  claiming  that  in¬ 
struction  in  the  use  of  condoms  will  in¬ 
crease,  rather  than  decrease,  a  student’s  risk 
of  contracting  HIV,  the  virus  thought  to  be 
a  cause  of  AIDS. 

As  an  alternative  to  the  public  school  pro¬ 
gram,  Law  offered  the  Catholic  Church’s 
so-called  “value-centered,  comprehensive” 
AIDS  education  program,  and  claimed  that 


it  would  be  open  to  all  students,  not  just 
Catholics,  during  the  summer,  and  again  in 
the  fall,  for  all  those  “who  now  find  them¬ 
selves  placed  in  serious  difficulty  by  the 
unacceptably  low  quality  of  this  public 
school  program.” 

Dr.  Michael  Grady,  Medical  Director  of 
the  Boston  Public  Schools,  countered  Law’s 
assertion  that  the  city’s  AIDS  curriculum 
did  not  stress  abstinence,  and  said  “we  feel 
that  it  meets  the  needs  of  our  students.”' 
Grady  said  that,  while  the  developers  felt  the 
need  to  stress  abstinence,  they  “recognized 
that  some  students  are  going  to  have  sex  and 
are  entitled  to  all  the  information  about  the 
disease,  including  how  to  prevent  it.”  In 
defending  the  teaching  of  proper  condom 
use  to  students,  Grady  made  an  analogy  to 
heart  disease.  “If  we’re  teaching  about 
heart  disease,  we’re  not  going  to  say  ‘go  on  a 
diet,’  we’re  going  to  talk  about  specific 
kinds  of  diets.  If  kids  are  going  to  be  sexual¬ 
ly  active,  they  should  know  how  to  use  a 
condom.” 

In  a  prepared  statement,  AIDS  Action 
Committee  (AAC)  Executive  Director  Larry 
Kessler  severely  criticized  the  Cardinal,  say¬ 
ing  that  Law  had  “his  mitred  head  disgrace¬ 
fully  buried  deep  in  the  sand.  Cardinal 
Law’s  call  to  keep  children  out  of  much 
needed  AIDS  education  in  the  Boston 
Public  Schools  is  not  pastorally  sound,  but 
is  morally  bankrupt.”  Responding  to  the 
Cardinal’s  calls  for  students  to  attend  Arch¬ 
diocesan  AIDS  education  classes,  Kessler 
said  that  “AAC  representatives  will  attend 
all  the  special  sessions  that  the  Archdiocese 
plans  this  summer  and  fall,  to  ensure  that 
AIDS  education  takes  place  and  that  the 
facts  of  AIDS  are  accurately  conveyed.” 

ACT  UP’s  Blumenfeld  said  that  if  young 
people  contract  AIDS,  “The  Church  has  to 
own  up  to  the  fact  of  its  own  complicity,” 
and  cited  the  “clearly  dangerous  implica¬ 
tions  of  a  future  in  which  kids  are  exposed  to 
HIV  and  don’t  know  it.”  □ 


‘From  All  Walks  of  Life9 
draws  18,000 


BOSTON  —  As  a  prelude  to  the  most  successful  AIDS  pledge  walk  in  Massachusetts  history,  thousands 
of  marchers  warmed  up  prior  to  the  10-kilometer  pledge  walk  on  June  3.  Organized  by  the  AIDS  Action 
Committee,  the  fourth  annual  walk  drew  more  than  18,000  people  and  raised  over  $1.5  million  to  be 
distributed  among  30  AIDS  direct  service  and  advocacy  organizations. 

Prior  to  the  Walk,  a  range  of  speakers  addressed  the  crowd.  In  addition  to  local  elected  and  community 
officials,  opening  speakers  included  LeBaron  Mosley,  who  said  he  has  been  living  with  AIDS  for  four  years. 
“I  didn't  know  they  made  support  groups  so  big,”  he  quipped  as  he  surveyed  the  crowd.  The  most  en¬ 
thusiastic  cheers  went  out  to  out-going  U.S.  Surgeon  General  C.  Everett  Koop,  the  only  member  of  the 
Reagan  and  Bush  Administrations  to  consistently  address  AIDS  issues. 

At  the  walk’s  conclusion,  the  tired  walkers  plopped  themselves  down  on  the  bank  of  the  Charles  River 
where  they  were  regaled  by  musicians  and  local  radio  personalities.  Many  area  radio  stations  once  again 
engaged  in  a  simulcast  of  the  walk’s  unofficial  anthem,  Dionne  Warwick's  “That’s  What  Friends  Are  For.” 

Although  the  walk  is  billed  as  “from  all  walks  of  life,”  and  indeed  pulled  together  an  impressive  cross- 
section  of  the  state’s  population,  gay,  lesbian  and  bisexual  marchers  appeared  to  predominate  over  their 
straight  compatriots.  More  than  one  walker  alluded  to  the  march’s  gay  sensibility  and  described  the  event  as 
"the  kick-off  of  Pride  month." 

"It’s  nice  to  be  in  the  majority  for  once,"  said  one  gay  man. 

□  Gordon  Gottlieb 


Four  hundred  Mainers 
stand  up  for  Pride 

Gay  bashing  survivor  provides  emotional  peak  of  rally 


Mainers  march  for  Pride 


By  Loie  Hayes 

PORTLAND,  Maine  —  Over  four  hun¬ 
dred  Mainers  and  friends  celebrated  the 
third  annual  Maine  Lesbian,  Gay  and  Bisex¬ 
ual  Pride  Day  by  marching  through  down¬ 
town  Portland  and  rallying  on  the  steps  of 
City  Hall  June  3.  Civil  rights,  gay-bashing, 
and  respect  were  the  top  three  issues  of  the 
day.  The  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  Freedom 
Trail  Marching  Band,  lavender  balloons  and 
a  gray-bearded  stilt  walker  ensured  a  festive 
atmosphere,  despite  occasional  taunts  of 
“faggot,  go  home”  from  hecklers.  Pride 
Committee  member  Michael  Rossetti 
estimated  that  this  year’s  crowd  was  twice 
the  size  of  Maine’s  first  Pride  march  in  1987. 

The  major  cause  for  celebration  this  year 
was  the  passage  of  L.D.556  by  Maine’s 
House  of  Representatives.  The  bill  would 
have  outlawed  discrimination  based  on  sex¬ 
ual  orientation  in  employment,  housing, 
public  accommodations,  and  credit  matters. 
Diane  Elze,  chair  of  the  Maine  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Political  Alliance,  called  the  passage, 


“a  stunning  victory,”  barely  dampened  by 
the  measure’s  defeat  in  Maine’s  Senate  just 
two  weeks  before  Pride  Day  [see  GCN,  Ma.y 
28], 

Representative  Susan  Farnsworth  told  the 
crowd  that  a  record  63  legislators  had  joined 
the  lobbying  efforts  in  the  House.  “Every¬ 
one  [in  the  Capitol  building]  was  talking” 
about  gay  rights,  declared  Farnsworth  with 
amazement  and  pleasure.  F.E.  Pentlarge,  a 
member  of  Mid-Coast  Parents  and  Friends 
of  Lesbians  and  Gays  who  had  lobbied  for 
the  bill,  urged  the  marchers  to  “stay  with  it” 
until  civil  rights  are  won. 

B.J.  Broder’s  speech  provided  the  emo¬ 
tional  peak  of  the  90-minute  rally.  Broder, 
who  survived  a  gay-bashing  last  November, 
recounted  his  participation  in  the  prosecu¬ 
tion  of  the  bashers  and  in  the  campaign  to 
improve  police  response  to  complaints  by 
gay  men  and  lesbians.  Broder  told  the  crowd 
that  his  father’s  embarrassment  at  the  exten- 
Continued  on  page  9 
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COMMUNITY  VOICES 


‘‘Community  Voices"  and  “Speaking  Out”  are 
parts  of  our  efforts  to  provide  a  true  forum  of 
opinion  for  the  community.  We  encourage  you 
to  send  your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us, 
and  to  respond  to  ideas  expressed  in  this  space. 
We  welcome  all  contributions  except  personal 
attacks.  Copies  of  letters  and  “Speaking  Out" 
contributions  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a 
space-available  basis.  GCN  reserves  the  right  to 
edit  letters  and  “Speaking  Out”  contributions 
for  length  and  clarity,  in  consultation  with  the 
author.  The  opinions  expressed  are  those  of  the 
author  and  are  not  intended  to  represent  the 
views  of  the  GCN  membership. 

Letter  and  “Speaking  Out”  contributions  must 
be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE-SPACED.  Letters  can 
be  NO  LONGER  THAN  TWO  PAGES.  “Speak¬ 
ing  Out”  contributions  can  be  NO  LONGER 
THAN  FOUR  PAGES.  Send  to:  Community 
Voices  or  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  62  Berkeley 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02116. 

Chronically  fatigued?  Don’t 
give  up! 

Dear  GCN : 

How  often  have  I  been  pondering  long 
and  hard  on  some  sex,  health,  or  other  gay- 
related  issue,  wishing  that  I  could  read  some 
good  information  on  the  topic.  And  then,  lo 
and  behold! \...GCN carries  a  feature  article 
on  the  very  subject  I’d  been  thinking  about. 

Your  articles  on  safer  sex  (“To  Suck  or 
Not  to  Suck,”  and  “In  Defense  of  Anal 
Sex”)  have  helped  me  tremendously.  With 
so  much  anti-sex  hysteria  on  one  extreme, 
and  outright  denial  about  AIDS  on  the 
other,  GCN' s  safer  sex  pieces  bring  sanity 
and  sound  thinking  to  the  frenzied  debates 
of  the  day.  I  especially  love  Michael  Callen’s 
writings  (and  songs!). 

I  also  appreciated  your  in-depth,  well-re¬ 
searched  stories  on  Chronic  Fatigue  Syn¬ 
drome.  These  pieces  were  very  meanigful  for 
me,  because  I  suffered  (and  baby,  I  mean 
SUFFERED!)  from  the  syndrome  from 
1979  thru  1981. 

I’m  pleased  that  today  there  are  lots  of 
support  groups,  alternative  therapies, 
diagnoses,  etc.,  for  people  who  have 
Chronic  Fatigue.  Back  when  I  had  it,  there 
were  no  support  groups,  the  medical 
establishment  told  me  I  was  nuts,  and  the 
isolation  I  endured  was  as  bad  as  the  syn¬ 
drome  itself.  Looking  back  on  it  all,  I 
honestly  don’t  know  how  I  survived! 

But  to  folks  who  now  grapple  with 
Chronic  Fatigue  Syndrome,  I  want  to  say: 
Don’t  Give  Up.  Do  not  isolate  yourself,  but 
stay  close  to  other  syndrome  sufferers  and 
other  friends,  and  be  bold  in  trying  different 
therapies.  Back  in  1980, 1  had  to  research  my 
own  therapies  in  a  total  information  vac¬ 
uum.  These  included  acupuncture,  and 
homeopathic  remedies  (no  surprise),  but 
also  some  unsual  regimens  such  as  large 
doses  of  garlic  and  parsley  eaten  raw  with 
apples,  and  all  sorts  of  odd-smelling  herbal 
concoctions.  Weird  as  it  may  sound,  it 
worked,  and  it  certainly  got  me  to  laugh  at 
the  grizzly  illness! 

Optimistically  yours, 
Alan  Bob  Lans 

Northampton,  Mass. 

Thanks  for  ‘fat  dyke  in  red’ 

Dear  GCN: 

Many,  many  thanks  to  Naomi  Stein  for 
her  courageous  piece,  “The  Adventures  of  a 
Fat  Dyke  in  Red”  [May  28-June  3].  Talking 
about  fat  oppression  is  one  of  the  last  taboos 
in  the  otherwise  politicized  segment  of  the 
lesbian,  bisexual  and  gay  community.  How 
many  images  of  sexy  fat  dykes  or  gay  men 
have  you  seen  lately?  The  accompanying  il¬ 
lustration  for  the  article  is  a  case  in  point; 
the  “fat”  dyke  in  the  drawing  is  perhaps 
medium-sized  at  best,  nowhere  near  the 
powerful  woman’s  size  that  earns  the  title 
“fat”  and  threatens  a  hate-mongering 
passenger  enough  to  verbally  attack  Stein. 

We  very  much  need  to  educate  ourselves 
about  the  incredibly  painful  oppression  that 
fat  gays,  bisexuals  and  lesbians  receive  in 
their  very  own  community,  never  mind  from 
the  homophobic,  sexist,  sizeist  world  at 
large!  We  know  that  the  American  Medical 
Association,  a  conservative  group  to  say  the 
least,  has  documented  the  fact  that  97  per¬ 
cent  of  all  diets  ultimately  fail.  Therefore  it 
is  cruel  and  abusive  to  allow  ourselves  and 
others  to  be  pressured  into  endangering  our 
health  by  dieting  to  fit  the  profiteering  mass 
media’s  plan  for  how  we  should  look. 
Thanks  to  Naomi  Stein  and  GCN  for  in¬ 
creasing  our  awareness.  I  look  forward  to 
hearing  more  voices  in  these  pages  from  fat 


women  and  men,  as  well  as  from  two  other 
oft-ignored  members  of  our  community,  old 
lesbians/bisexuals/gays,  and  the  bisexual 
population.  Diversity  is  strength! 

_  Liz  Nania 

Brookline,  Mass. 

Catch  22:  no  approval,  no 
copies;  no  copies,  no  approval 

Dear  GCN: 

I  am  asking  GCN  readers  to  support 
prisoners  trying  to  get  material  from  gay 
publication  houses,  who  choose  to  ignore  us 
inside  prison  walls.  Several  weeks  ago  I 
wrote:  Advocate,  Blueboy,  Mandate, 
Playgirl,  Southern  Voice,  and  Christopher 
St. /Native.  I  explained  to  them  our  ap¬ 
proval  process  which  involves  sending  the 
Council  3  copies  for  examination.  These 
must  be  sent  from  the  publisher,  not  from  a 
free  person.  I  sent  them  all  STAMPED 
envelopes  for  their  reply.  So  far,  4  weeks 
later,  only  CS/N  has  replied. 

See,  only  about  5  percent  of  Florida 
prisoners  get  paid  for  working  (from  15  to 
40  cents  an  hour).  You  can  imagine 
problem  in  paying  full  subscription  prices 
up  front! 

They  allow  straight  porn  here,  already 
‘approved’:  Hustler,  Playboy,  Penthouse, 
etc.  Please  help  us  by  writing  the  Florida 
Dept,  of  Corrections,  Correctional  School 
Authority,  1311  Wine  Wood  Blvd., 
Tallahassee  FL  32399-2500,  Attn:  Library 
Service  Council,  and  ask  them  to  make  the 
approval  process  more  fair.  And  the 
publishers  could  at  least  respond! 

I  thank  GCN  for  all  their  support  of 
prisoners.  We  need  it,  and  MORE!  Keep  up 
the  good  work! 

Chris  Rusaw 
082924  (250) 
PO  Box  518 
Zephyrhilis,  FL  34283 


GCN  Job  Openings 

Typesetting  Business 
Coordinator 

Available  end  of  July.  Coordinate  income-gen¬ 
erating  typesetting  business.  Typeset  regularly 
published  newsletters  and  journals,  on  deadline; 
handle  business  accounts. 

Qualifications:  experience  typesetting 
(knowledge  of  Compugraphic  Editwriter  helpful), 
familiarity  with  or  ability  to  learn  light  book¬ 
keeping,  and  commitment  to  lesbian  and  gay 
liberation. 

Hours:  Part-time,  varying  from  two  to  12 
hours/week  during  weekday  evenings  and  week¬ 
ends. 

Salary:  $8/hour  plus  some  benefits  or 
$  1 0/hour  without  benefits. 

Deadline  for  application:  July  5. 


Promotions/Classifieds 


Available  mid-August.  Increase  sales  of.GQN 
through  subscriptions,  newsstand,  and  bookstore 
sales.  Use  direct  mail  campaigns,  renewal  notices, 
exchange  advertisements  and  other  promotional 
techniques.  Secure  revenue-producing  classified 
advertisements. 

Qualifications:  Experience  in  sales,  advertis¬ 
ing,  marketing,  and  finances  desirable,  but  will 
train.  Copy  writing  ability  and  graphics/design 
skills  helpful. 

Salary:  $200/week  plus  health/life  insurance, 
routine  health  care  through  Fenway  Community 
Health  Center,  sick  leave,  and  four  weeks  paid 
vacation.  GCN  offers  staff  members  responsibility 
for  their  own  jobs,  with  flexibility  and  ample 
room  for  innovation. 

Deadline  for  application:  July  14. 

All  GCN  positions  require  a  commitment  to 
lesbian/gay  liberation,  feminism,  anti-racism,  an 
awareness  of  class  issues,  and  a  commitment  to 
collective  decision-making  process. 

To  apply  for  these  positions,  please  send 
resume  and  cover  letter  to  GCN  Job  Search  Com¬ 
mittee.  62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA  02116. 
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SUSTAIN  GCN! 

Join  the  growing  number  of  GCN 
SUSTAINERS  who  donate 
$10  —  $500  per  month  to  support 
the  paper  —  and  get  a  free  sub,  our 
in-house  newsletter,  &  an  invite  to 
our  yearly  sustainer  party.  GCN  is 
published  by  a  non-profit,  tax- 
exempt  educational  foundation. 


“GCN  consistently  covers  the  intersection 
of  sex  &  politics  which  is  often  the  location 
of  our  troubles  &  our  joys  —  both  in¬ 
dividually  &  collectively.  GCN  is  simply  the 
most  interesting  publication  for  lesbians  & 
gay  men  in  this  country.  ”  —  Sue  Hyde 

Sodomy  Law  Repeal  Project 
National  Gay  &  Lesbian  Task  Force 

SUBSCRIBE  &  save  up  to  33 %! 

□  I  year  (49  issues),  $33  □  6  months,  $20 

□  6  months,  low  income,  $12  □  I  am  donating 

$ _ toward  a  subscription  for  a  lesbian  or 

gay  prisoner. 

Institutions:  $40.  Foreign,  including  Canada:  $50 
Mail  to:  GCN  Subscriptions.  62  Berkeley  Street, 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02116. 


SPEAKING  OUT 


On  Accepting  the  Lamont  Award  for  Poetry,  As  a 
Lesbian,  at  the  Guggenheim 

By  Minnie  Bruce  Pratt 


[ This  speech  was  delivered  May  16  in  New 
York  at  the  Academy  of  American  Poets’ 
awards  ceremony.  Pratt  completed  her  com¬ 
ments  and  poetry  reading,  despite  disrup¬ 
tions  by  the  chancellor  of  the  Academy, 
John  Hollander  —  see  GCN,  June  4-10  — 
Ed.] 

The  gay  bar  that  I  went  to,  in  1975,  when  I 
was  first  coming  out  as  a  lesbian  was  called 
“The  Other  Side”;  it  was  an  old  warehouse 
on  Russell  Street,  in  Fayetteville,  North 
Carolina,  and  was,  in  fact,  located  on  the 
other  side  of  the  tracks.  When  I  went  with 
my  friends,  we’d  stand  in  a  clump  in  the  nar¬ 
row  door,  then  squeeze  a  very  awkward  en¬ 
trance  through  a  passage  between  a  cigarette 
machine  and  the  counter  where  we  paid  our 
money  and  someone  stamped  our  hands 
with  blacklight  ink.  No  matter  how  many  or 
how  few  people  were  in  the  bar,  everyone 
always  turned  around  to  see  who  had  come 
in.  It  took  me  awhile  to  understand  that 
everybody  always  looked  because  this  time 
the  entrance  could  be  being  made  by  the 
sheriff,  or  the  C.I.D.,  the  military  police 
from  Ft.  Bragg,  come  on  another  raid  to 
check  i.d.’s,  to  arrest  queers.  The  entrance 
was  deliberately  narrow  so  it  could  be  easily 
blocked  by  one  person  while  we  all  ran  out 
the  big  double  doors  in  the  next  room. 

1  was  never  arrested  in  a  raid  on  that  bar 
or  any  other.  Judgement  on  me  as  a  lesbian 
came  down  in  another  place  in  my  life,  when 
1  was  told  that  I  was  not  fit  under  the 
General  Statutes  of  that  State,  not  fit  under 
the  sodomy  law,  to  be  both  a  lover  of 
women  and  the  mother  of  my  two  sons.  The 
poems,  Crime  Against  Nature,  for  which  I 
am  receiving  this  award  tonight,  are  a  recon¬ 
ciliation  of  these  ways  of  loving,  as  a 
mother,  as  a  lesbian;  are  a  reconciliation  of 
a  contradiction  that  I  do  not  accept,  that  I 
have  defied  in  my  life  and  in  my  writing. 

It  is  very  curious  and  hard  to  comprehend 
that  I  am  here,  in  this  room  where  no  one  is 


turning  to  watch  the  door  with  fear,  to  ac¬ 
cept  an  award  that  judges  have  granted  for 
poems  that  at  times  I  was  not  sure  I  would 
survive  to  write;  for  poems  about  being 
judged  in  the  most  bitter,  soul-destroying 
way  by  my  family,  my  husband,  by  the  law, 
by  the  world,  for  being  a  lesbian.  I  feel  this 
contradiction  especially  when  I  place  this 
award  against  the  fact  that  1  am  still  poten¬ 
tially  a  felon  under  the  sodomy  law  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  where  I  live,  and  under 
sodomy  laws  in  25  states  in  the  U.S.  I  feel 
the  contradiction  between  this  award  and 
my  knowledge,  our  knowledge,  of  those 
women  who  are  still  losing  their  children 
because  they  are  lesbians;  of  those  of  us  los¬ 
ing  jobs,  housing,  or  families,  or  being 
physically  attacked  or  raped  because  we  are 
still  queers  to  the  world;  of  those  living,  and 
dying,  with  AIDS  because  of  discrimination 
against  a  despised  sexual  minority. 

However,  the  poems  are  also  about  hold¬ 
ing  on,  living  through,  and  continuing  to 
love;  and  so,  I  hope,  that  this  is  also  what 
this  night  is  about.  I  thank  my  sons,  Ransom 
Weaver  and  Ben  Weaver,  for  being  here  to¬ 
night  with  me,  and  for  holding  onto  me  with 
their  love  for  all  these  years.  And  I  especially 
thank  my  lover,  Joan  E.  Biren,  and  my 
friends  Elly  Bulkin,  Nanette  Gartrell,  and 
Dee  Mosbacher  for  their  love  and  support  of 
my  work;  and  my  publisher  Nancy  Bereano, 
of  Firebrand  Books,  for  her  energetic  con¬ 
fidence  in  my  work. 

I  would  not  have  begun  to  live  as  a  lesbian 
nor  have  survived  to  write  these  poems  with¬ 
out  the  women’s  liberation  and  the  gay  and 
lesbian  liberation  movements.  Many  of  the 
people  who  made  the  political  and  cultural 
realities  that  helped  me  survive  are  here 
tonight:  Women  who’ve  excavated  and  sav¬ 
ed  the  facts  of  lesbian  history,  women 
who’ve  written  the  poems,  edited  the 
magazines,  newspapers,  and  journals,  taken 
the  photographs,  taped  the  radio  shows,  run 
the  bookstores,  and  begun  the  women’s 


The  politics  of  experience; 


By  Michael  Bronski 

Having  just  turned  40  and  realizing  that  I 
have  spent  literally  half  of  my  life  as  a  gay 
liberationist,  I  was  struck  the  other  day  by 
how  much  of  what  has  happened  these  past 
two  decades  seems  —  in  retrospect  —  some¬ 
what  unimportant.  All  of  the  marches  and 
rallies,  the  late  nights  laying  out  gay 
newspapers,  the  last-minute  leaflets  and  the 
demonstrations  and  the  study  groups  seem 
to  fade  into  the  distance,  blurring  at  the 
edges,  becoming  one  single  series  of  actions 
spanning  years  and  years.  No  single  action 
seems  to  have  meaning  distinct  from  any 
other.  Not  that  each  of  these  actions  was  not 
necessary  and  vital  but,  like  rain  in  a  dry 
summer  or  sex  in  a  difficult  relationship, 
they  are  sustaining  in  the  long  view  but  never 
enough  when  examined  individually.  What 
does  stand  out,  however,  are  the  small 
moments  of  experience,  the  personal  epiph¬ 
anies,  the  intimate  revelations  which  take 
place  during  a  sexual  encounter.  These  all 
stand  out  much  bolder  in  memory  than 
picketing  the  Boston  Public  Library  or  at¬ 
tending  some  political  convention. 

I  don’t  want  to  imply  that  the  gay  move¬ 
ment  has  not  taken  tremendous  strides  in  the 
past  20  years.  For  all  that  we  have  not  ac¬ 
complished  we  have  to  keep  in  mind  how 
much  has  actually  changed.  But  I  would 
rather  like  to  say  that  it  is,  and  continues  to 
be,  the  gay  experience,  the  living  of  the  life, 
which  has  been  most  important. 

1  think  that  the  most  revolutionary  idea 
generated  by  the  gay  liberation  movement 
and  the  women’s  movement  is  the  notion 
that  the  personal  is  the  political.  1  can 
remember  how  this  concept  ruled  all  of  our 
discussions  in  the  late  1960s  and  early  ’70s. 
Experience  was  the  basis  for,  the  bulwark 
of,  our  ideology  and  our  ever-evolving 
senses  of  identities  and  selves. 

There  was  very  little  gay  liberation  materi¬ 
al  —  Come  Out,  a  publication  of  the  Gay 
Liberation  Front  in  New  York,  and  early 
issues  of  Fag  Rag,  a  radical  paper  (still  going 
strong)  which  came  out  of  Gay  Men’s  Liber¬ 
ation  in  Boston.  So  much  of  our  thinking 
was  spurred  on  by  feminist  writings:  Kate 


Millet’s  Sexual  Politics,  speeches  and 
writings  by  Robin  Morgan,  The  Dialectic  of 
Sex  by  Shulamith  Firestone  and  the  Village 
Voice  columns  by  Jill  Johnston.  (Johnston 
was  particularly  important  because  more 
than  the  others  she  never  made  any  distinc¬ 
tion  between  her  experience  and  her  politic 
—  they  were  a  seemless  web,  a  dialectic  won¬ 
der,  each  balancing  the  other  in  a  high-wire 
act  of  grace  and  grit.) 

But  it  was  from  all  of  these  women  that 
we  learned  to  value  our  experiences  in  the 
face  of  being  told  to  die.  We  learned  the 
validity  of  our  feelings  and  actions  in  the 
face  of  other  political  movements  —  in  my 
circle  this  was  the  New  Left  —  which  told  us 
to  follow  a  certain  “line,”  that  individual 
experience  was  a  bourgeois  luxury  and  that 
sexuality  was  at  best  unimportant.  It  was  by 
trusting  our  experiences  —  experiences,. pf 
sexuality,  sensuality,  friendships,  lovers, 
anger,  hurt  and  joy  —  that  we  got  as  much 
done  as  we  did. 

One  of  the  most  liberating  things  about 
this  trust  in  experience  was  that  —  at  least  in 
theory  —  everyone  was  made  equal:  we  all 
had  experience  in  being  gay.  Some  people 
had  been  out  for  a  long  time,  others  were 
just  coming  out,  some  were  open,  others 
closeted.  But  there  was  always  the  under¬ 
standing  that  our  lives  were  what  were  im¬ 
portant.  It  was  not  only  the  exhilaration  of 
being  able  to  say  “that’s  exactly  what  hap¬ 
pened  to  me,”  but  also  the  joy  of  learning 
from  others,  listening  to  what  others  had  to 
say.  The  differences  in  experiences  were 
great  —  class,  gender,  race  and  looks  all 
made  individual  experiences  radically  dif¬ 
ferent.  And  while  these  had  to  be  examined, 
self-examined,  critiqued  and  understood, 
there  was  a  basic  goal  of  creating  a  politic 
which  would  be  based  upon  and  draw 
strength  from  a  shared  understanding  of  ex¬ 
perience.  That  was  why  it  was  as  important 
to  listen  to  Marcia  Johnson,  a  Black  drag 
queen  and  member  of  Street  Transvestite 
Action  Revolutionaries  at  a  Gay  Liberation 
Front  meeting  as  it  was  to  listen  to  someone 
who  had  been  organizing  rallies  against  the 


studies  and  gay  studies  programs,  women 
who  have  created  the  places  where  lesbians 
can  live  and  think  and  flourish.  Women 
who’ve  organized  to  get  “homosexual” 
removed  from  psychiatry’s  list  of  mental  il¬ 
lnesses;  who’ve  organized  to  get  better 
health  care  for  gay  men  and  lesbians; 
who’ve  fought  legal  battles  for  gay  rights, 
for  lesbian  custody  of  our  children.  Women 
who’ve  worked  on  what  it  means  to  live  as  a 
lesbian  without  blunting  the  joy  and  terror 
of  that  life  with  drugs  or  alcohol;  who’ve 
worked  to  know  how  we  heal  from  the  sex¬ 
ual  abuse  that  many  women,  most  girls,  ex¬ 
perience  in  our  lives.  Women  who’ve  de¬ 
fiantly  explored  the  erotic  truths  of  what  it 
means  to  be  a  lesbian;  women  who’ve  sear- 
chingly  explored  what  it  means  to  be  lesbian 
and  Native  American,  Jewish,  African- 
American,  to  be  lesbian  and  to  be  poor,  to 
be  lesbian  and  oppose  U.S.  policies  of 
domination  in  the  rest  of  the  world,  to  be  a 
lesbian  in  the  complex  matrix  of  our  lives. 
These  are  women  whose  work  has  sustained 
us  all,  whether  we  know  it  or  not;  for  myself 
I  thank  you.  It  makes  me  very  happy  that  we 
are  here  together  tonight. 

The  only  other  award  I’ve  ever  received 
for  my  poetry  was  over  20  years  ago,  before 
I  was  married,  before  my  sons  were  born:  a 
hundred  dollars  for  a  little  poem  called 
“The  Shell.”  At  the  time  all  around  me  in 
Alabama,  and  in  the  South,  a  revolution 
was  underway;  all  around,  Black  people  and 
some  white  people  were  giving  their  lives, 
being  blown  up,  shotgunned,  set  upon  with 
dogs,  for  asking  for  the  simplest  needs  of 
human  life.  But  1  was  oblivious  to  all  this:  I 
was  a  scholar  and  a  poet.  A  sorority  sister 
told  me  I  should  take  the  prize  money  for 
my  poem  and  buy  something  that  would  be 
a  good  investment.  So  I  used  my  hundred 
dollars  to  buy  a  string  of  pearls,  which  lies 
now,  unworn  for  many  years,  in  my  bureau 
drawer. 


But  when  I  began  to  live  as  a  lesbian,  what 
I  needed  to  know  to  survive  my  own 
despisal,  and  do  my  work,  was  knowledge 
that  was  rooted  for  me  in  those  who  had 
come  before  me,  who  1  had  not 
acknowledged,  in  the  Black  civil  rights  move¬ 
ment,  in  the  women’s  liberation  movement, 
in  our  gay  and  lesbian  past. 

So  it  gives  me  much  satisfaction  to  be  able 
to  say  that,  this  time,  I  am  returning  rny 
award  money  to  my  community  and  to 
organizations  of  some  political  movements 
that  nourish  us  all:  to  the  Sexual  Minority 
Youth  Assistance  League  (SMYAL)  in  my 
hometown  of  Washington,  D.C.;  to  Kitchen 
Table:  Women  of  Color  Press,  one  of  whose 
founders,  Barbara  Smith,  is  here  tonight,  to 
Sisters  in  South  Africa,  a  self-help  organiza¬ 
tion  of  women  living  under  apartheid;  and 
to  the  Second  Encuentro  of  Latin  American 
and  Caribbean  Lesbians,  which  will  convene 
in  1990  in  Peru. 

Finally,  I  would  like  to  thank  the  judges 
of  the  Lamont  selection  for  reading  my 
poems  and  honoring,  in  the  largest  sense, 
what  the  poems  are;  and  1  thank  the 
Academy  for  materially  supporting  the 
publication  of  the  poems. 

I  hope  when  these  poems  go  out  into  the 
world  that  those  who  read  the  book  will  do 
so  not  as  mere  observers,  but  as  readers  who 
see  that  they  live  with  the  poems  in  a  larger 
political  and  historical  context.  I  hope  the 
poems  will  somehow  move  each  reader  to 
act  to  end  the  ways  in  which  we  are  all  divid¬ 
ed  self  from  self,  self  from  life,  self  from  our 
human  loves. 

<£)  Minnie  Bruce  Prat!  1989 

Minnie  Bruce  Pratt  lives  in  Washington, 
D.  C.  and  is  a  poet,  essayist  and  teacher.  She 
currently  teaches  women ’s  studies  at  George 
Washington  University  and  the  University 
of  Maryland. 


the  experience  of  politics 


War  in  Vietnam  and  was  now  organizing  a 
gay  boycott  against  the  Village  Voice;  it  was 
why  it  was  important  to  listen  to  someone 
who  had  just  come  out  and  someone  who 
had  been  out  for  10  years. 

It  was  probably  sexual  matters  which  were 
the  most  potent  and  discussed  experiences. 
Reading  accounts  of  the  early  women’s 
movement,  it  is  clear  that  sexuality  is  cen¬ 
tral.  In  all  of  the  talk  about  vaginal  orgasms, 
lesbianism  and  sexual  autonomy,  there  is  a 
politic  based  upon  a  shared  discussion  of  ex¬ 
periences  and  women  bearing  witness  to 
what  has  occurred  in  their  lives.  The  same 
was  true  for  gay  men,  discussing  not  only 
coming  out,  but  what  we  did  in  bed,  during 
sex,  what  we  liked,  our  fantasies  and  our 
desires.  All  of  these  were  exciting,  and  very 
frightening,  concepts  and  feelings  to  bring 
up.  (It  is  also  true  that  because  they  were 
frightening  they  were  not  discussed  as  often 
as  they  might  have  been;  the  same  is  true,  I 
think,  for  the  early  women’s  movement’s 
discussions  of  sexual  experience.)  It  was  at 
times  like  these  —  this  sharing  of  sexual 
truths,  this  getting  to  what  was  really  driving 
our  lives  —  that  all  of  the  political  slogan¬ 
eering,  the  knee-jerk  jargon,  the  rhetoric 
seemed  worth  it.  This  felt  like  the  real  poten¬ 
tial,  the  real  revolutionary  act.  Poet  Muriel 
Rukeyeser  has  written  in  “Kathe  Kollwitz”: 

What  would  happen  if  one  woman  told 
the  truth  about  her  life? 

The  world  would  split  open. 

And  so  it  seemed  at  times  that  a  politic  based 
on  personal  experience  —  on  what  we  actu¬ 
ally  felt  and  thought  and  had  done  with  our 
lives  —  would  split  open  the  world. 

There  are  so  many  lesbians  and  gay  men 
who  lead  lives  in  the  community,  lives  that 
touch  ours  every  day:  the  lesbian  couple 
from  Medford  who  run  a  dry  cleaning  busi¬ 
ness;  the  closeted,  HIV  positive  Latino  gay 
male  social  worker  who  cannot  come  out  at 
work  or  in  his-community;  the  high  school 
dropout  who  sells  auto  parts  in  a  used  car  lot 


in  Somerville;  the  glamor  dyke  who  spends 
her  weekends  volunteering  at  the  AIDS  Ac¬ 
tion  Committee  because  she  has  lost  five  gay 
male  friends  to  AIDS  this  year;  the  men  who 
work  in  gay  bars  without  health  insurance 
and  depend  on  the  good  will  of  customers 
for  tips;  the  lesbians  with  waitressing  jobs  in 
large  hotels  who  have  important  positions  in 
the  Hotel  Workers  Union;  the  nelly  queens 
who  hang  out  in  front  of  Haymarket;  and 
the  diesel  dykes  who  still  remember  when 
Jacques  was  the  lesbian  bar  in  Boston;  the 
hustlers  who  have  fewer  places  to  go  now 
that  the  Combat  Zone  is  being  closed  down; 
and  the  businessman  who  spends  his  early 
evenings  in  rest  stops  on  his  way  home  to 
have  dinner  with  his  lover  of  35  years. 

I  think  what  I  have  been  missing  these  last 
few  years  in  my  life,  in  the  movement,  with 
the  people  I  work  with,  is  this  shared  com¬ 
mitment  to  the  early  visions  of  the  gay  and 
the  women’s  liberation  movements  —  a  real 
feeling  that  the  personal  is  the  political. 
That  people’s  experiences  —  everyone’s  ex¬ 
periences  —  can  be  the  basis  for  a  cogent 
and  liberating  politic.  It  is  not  completely 
gone.  It  is  the  basis  for  the  movement  of 
people  with  AIDS  and  I  think  that  we  can  all 
learn  —  or  rather  re-learn  —  a  great  deal 
from  how  people  who  are  living  with  AIDS 
have  organized  and  continue  to  organize 
themselves.  A  politic  that  is  not  based  on  ex¬ 
perience,  that  does  not  encourage  listening 
and  learning  from  one  another’s  lives,  that 
places  ideology  before  consciousness,  and 
that  does  not  fully  admit  that  the  personal  is 
the  root  and  the  impetus  for  the  political  is 
not  going  to  liberate  anyone  or  uncover  that 
truth  which  may  split  open  the  world. 

Michael  Bronski  is  a  gay  writer  and  ac¬ 
tivist  living  in  Cambridge,  Mass.  He  has 
been  active  in  gay  politics  since  1969. 

The  opinions  expressed  in  Speaking  Out 
are  those  of  the  authors)  and  are  not  intend¬ 
ed  to  represent  the  views  of  the  GCN  mem¬ 
bership. 
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The 


BOSTON 


GAY  MEN’S 


CHORUS 


Robert  Barney,  Music  Director 


and  the 


CONNECTICUT 


GAY  MEN’S 


CHORUS 


Robert  Read,  Music  Director 


PRIDE 


CONCERT 


Friday,  June  16, 8  PM 
Saturday,  June  17, 8  PM 

Jordan  Hall  at  New  England  Conservatoiy 

(30  Gainsborough  St,  Boston,  across  from  Symphony  Hall ) 

Tickets  $18,  $14  8c  $9 


Ticketron,  Teletron,  Glad  Day  Bookshop 

Out  of  Town,  Bostix,  Fritz 


Charge  by  phone:  482-2527 

Sign  Language  Interpreted 


AFTER  CONCERT  RECEPTION  AT  THE  SHERATON  BOSTON 
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NATIONAL 

ORGANIZATION 


Boston  NOW 


working  for 
reproductive  freedom, 
lesbian  and  gay  rights 
and  economic  equity. 


971  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Boston,  Mass.  02215 
782-1056 


HEALING  SERVICES 
FOR  ALL  AFFECTED 
BY  AIDS 


For  persons  with  AIDS 

For  their  families  and  friends 

For  those  in  the  healing  professions 

For  those  who  are  afraid  and  angry 

For  those  who  wish  it  would  go  away 

For  all  who  seek  God's  healing  power 

Next  Service: 

July  11,  7:30  PM 

Church  of  St.  Mary  of  the  Harbor, 

519  Commercial  Street, 

Provincetown 

Interpreted  for  the  hearing  impaired 
Sponsored  by  the  Ecumenical  Task  Force 
on  AIDS 

For  information  on  future  services  call: 
(617)  628-7665 


>»Celebrating  Lesbian  &>  Gay  Pride  «< 


2  in  20 
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HE db,  S'  4  *  ■nil  n*»J 

Bis  congregate  outside  conference  site 

My  mom,  I  think  I’ll 
keep  her 

The  5th  Conference  on  Bisexuality:  Culture,  Community, 
Coalition  Building,  May  13-14 


Two  in  Twenty: 

A  Lesbian  Soap  Opera 
A  Special  Encore  Benefit  Presentation 

for  the  Somerville  Theatre 

Wed.Thu.  June  14-15 

Parts  1-2-3  Wed.  8  pm  •  Parts  4-5  Thu.  8  pm 
Tickets:  $5.50/night  or  $10  for  both  shows. 


ASL  im^j-preted 
Closed  Captioned 


Somerville  Theatre 

55  Davis  Sq  •  625-1081  •  On  the  Red  Line 


ACT  UP  at  the  HAYMARKET 
twenty  years  of  revolting  queens 


JUNE  ii  3  to  8  pm 


SILENCE  =  DEATH 


By  Sharon  Gonsalves 

I  spent  Mother’s  Day  weekend  with  my 
mom,  Estelle,  at  the  “5th  Conference  on 
Bisexuality:  Culture,  Community,  Coali¬ 
tion  Building”  at  Ffarvard  University.  Is  my 
mother  bisexual?  No.  She  came  to  get  a  bet¬ 
ter  understanding  of  me. 

I  introduced  Estelle  to  several  of  my 
friends.  They  were  pretty  impressed  with  the 
fact  that  she  was  there  and  told  her  so,  many 
of  them  adding  “My  mother  would  never 
come  to  a  bi  conference.” 

“It’s  not  for  my  daughter,”  Estelle 
responded  in  exasperation,  “I’m  doing  it 
for  me.” 

“A  lot  of  people  don’t  have  the  support 
of  their  families  when  they  come  out  as  gay, 
lesbian  or  bisexual,”  I  explained  to  her. 
“Some  never  come  out  to  tj*em  at  all.  Oth¬ 
ers  are  ostracized  and  lose  their  families  al¬ 
together.  That’s  why  people  are  so  impress¬ 
ed  and  appreciative.  It’s  like  at  Gay  Pride 
where  the  Parents  of  Lesbians  and  Gays 
always  get  a  lot  of  applause  and  attention. 
Not  everybody  has  parents  who  are  proud  of 
them.” 

“I  understand  that,  but  it  shouldn’t  be  so 
amazing  for  a  parent  to  be  supportive  of  her 
own  child.  I  feel  badly  that  it’s  unusual  for 
me  to  be  here,”  Estelle  said. 

I  first  came  out  to  my  mother  as  a  lesbian 
in  1980  to  the  response,  “I  love  you  no  mat¬ 
ter  what.”  My  coming  out  as  bi  around  1984 
got  a  slightly  puzzled  reaction  from  her.  The 
news  of  my  relationship  to  a  married  man 
proved  the  real  challenge.  My  mother 
retreated  a  bit  at  that  time.  She  didn’t  ask 
me  a  lot  of  questions  about  the  relationship. 
I  think  she  went  off  to  think  about  infidelity 
and  decide  whether  it  was  right  or  wrong  for 
me  to  be  involved  with  someone  who  was 
married  even  though  the  marriage  was  open 
(allowed  both  partners  to  have  other  lovers). 

At  the  conference,  my  mother  met,  for 
the  first  time,  the  married  bisexual  man  I’ve 
been  involved  with,  for  the  past  two  and  a 
half  years.  And  she  liked  him  —  as  much  as 
she’s  liked  my  women  lovers  (including  the 
one  I’d  been  with  for  the  last  year  and  a 
half).  Estelle  had  trouble  choosing  between 
the  workshop  he  was  leading  on  Alternative 
Lifestyles  (or  monogamy  vs.  nonmonoga¬ 
my)  and  the  one  I  was  facilitating  on  les¬ 
bians  who’ve  come  out  as  bi,  but  she  finally 
chose  mine. 

Mom  told  me  she  learned  a  lot  in  the 
workshop  about  what  that  transition  has 
been  like  for  me  and  other  women.  We  told 
our  personal  stories  and  talked  about  heter¬ 
osexual  privilege,  maintaining  a  place  in  the 
lesbian  community,  and  bringing  our 
feminism  into  relationships  with  men.  Most¬ 
ly  it  was  good  to  feel  support  for  the  deci¬ 
sions  that  we’d  made,  vent  some  anger,  cry  a 
little  and  look  around  the  room  at  30  other 
women  who  understood. 

Unfortunately,  there  wasn’t  a  workshop 
for  Friends  and  Allies  of  Bisexuals  at  this 
year’s  conference,  although  there  were  sev¬ 
eral  non-bi’s  there,  some  of  whom  Estelle 
met  and  talked  with  over  the  course  of  the 
weekend.  She  went  to  two  sessions  of  Bisex¬ 
uality  101  where  she  gained  a  better 
understanding  of  the  ways  in  which  dif¬ 
ferent  people  come  to  their  bisexuality  and 


the  questions  and  concerns  raised  by  taking 
on  a  bi  identity.  In  the  meantime,  I  attended 
a  workshop  on  “Bisexual  Identity  and  Vis¬ 
ion  within  Lesbian  and  Gay  Liberation,”  in 
which  some  people  felt  it  was  inexcusable 
that  the  gay  press  did  not  send  reporters  to 
cover  the  conference  and  others  felt  they’d 
rather  bi’s  wrote  about  the  conference  our¬ 
selves.  We  looked  at  the  issues  common  to  a 
lesbian/gay  political  agenda  and  a  bi  agenda 
(gay  rights,  health  care,  nondiscrimination 
in  housing,  etc.)  and  the  issues  not  shared 
(bi  invisibility,  birth  control,  etc.).  One 
workshop  participant  said,  “I  keep  hearing 
people  say  they  want  acceptance  from  the 
gay  community.  I  don’t  want  to  be  ac¬ 
cepted.  I  want  to  be  valued,  even 
cherished.”  Good  point.  I  also  attended  a 
workshop  on  our  visions  of  community  call¬ 
ed  “What  Kind  of  Bi  Are  You?  Straight  or 


Estelle  Gonsalves 


Gay?”  This  session  demonstrated  clearly 
that  in  the  research  and  in  our  lives  bisexuals 
are  all  over  the  map  in  terms  of  our  relation¬ 
ship  choices,  lifestyle  choices  and  ways  we 
move  around  in  the  world. 

One  thing  I  noticed  about  this  year’s  con¬ 
ference  was  that  the  presence  of  lesbian-  or 
gay-identified  bisexuals  was  much  stronger 
than  it’s  been  in  the  past.  This  was  most 
evidenced  by  the  two  speakers  who  address¬ 
ed  all  200  attendees  from  18  states  and 
Toronto.  The  keynote  address  was  given  by 
Lani  Kaahumanu,  an  Asian  Pacific  feminist 
activist  and  organizer.  She  shared  with  us 
her  life  story,  from  discovering  racism  as  a 
child  to  becoming  a  housewife,  an  activist,  a 
lesbian,  and  now  a  bisexual  working  within 
the  lesbian/gay  and  bisexual  communities  in 
the  San  Francisco  Bay  Area.  She  dedicated 
her  address  to  the  memory  of  two  bisexual 
activists  who  died  of  AIDS  in  the  past  year 
and  encouraged  us  all  to  be  out  and  proud. 
The  closing  speaker,  Cliff  Arnesan,  who 
recently  came  out  as  bisexual,  told  of  how  he 
was  incarcerated  in  a  U.S.  Army  prison  dur¬ 
ing  the  Vietnam  era  because  he  was  gay,  and 
of  his  struggle  to  upgrade  his  discharge  to 
honorable.  He  spoke  of  the  lesbians  in  the 
Continued  on  page  24 
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Pat  White  •  Laura  Sachs 


Parker  right  here 

In  an  exclusive  interview,  gay  porn  superstar  A  l  Parker 
talks  about  his  career,  how  AIDS  has  affected  his  life  and 
work,  and  his  commitment  to  safer  sex 


“M 


By  Christopher  Wittke 

y  career  started  before  Donna  Summer’s!”  gay  adult  film  star  A1  Parker 
remarked  recently  as  he  reflected  on  his  15-plus  years  of  international  fame. 
And  what  a  decade  and  a  half  it  has  been!  Notorious  for  his  steamy  films  Inches , 
and  Wanted,  among  a  host  of  others,  Parker’s  presence  in  a  film  is  often  the  specific  ingre¬ 
dient  that  makes  it  a  hit. 

As  his  career  was  kicking  into  high  gear,  Parker  found  himself  unhappy  with  the  unequal 
distribution  of  profits  made  by  the  producers  in  the  industry,  so  he  set  out  to  create  his  own 
production  company.  ‘‘When  I  said  I  was  going  to  start  Surge  Studios  and  that  our  goal  was 
to  make  a  quality  product  that  I  could  be  proud  of,  they  laughed.”  But  they  didn’t  laugh  for 
long. 

‘‘My  real  forte  in  this  industry  was  always  that  I  could  make  one  dollar  look  like  three,” 
he  said.  And  while  Parker’s  ability  to  make  the  most  out  of  what  he  had  monetarily  should 
not  be  underestimated,  surely  the  fact  that  he  has  a  very  large  penis  has  also  been  helpful! 
But  are  a  big  dick  and  the  ability  to  stretch  a  buck  enough  to  guarantee  quality  product?  Not 
really.  Parker’s  other  forte  is  his  ability  to  reflect  changes  in  the  gay  male  community.  In  the 
early  days  this  meant  the  documentation  of  the  sexual  liberation  movement  of  the  1970s  and 
all  that  came  with  its  Disco,  clones,  the  leather/uniform  scene  —  name  your  fetish  and  you 
can  find  it  somewhere  in  the  Surge  catalogue. 

But  of  course  these  trends  were  small  potatoes  compared  to  the  advent  of  the  AIDS 
epidemic.  A  few  years  ago,  Parker’s  lover  of  13  Vi  years  (who  was  also  his  business  partner 
and  frequent  co-star)  died  of  AIDS.  At  the  time,  a  distraught  Parker  left  the  adult  film  in¬ 
dustry  and  told  an  interviewer  from  People  magazine  (of  all  places!)  that  he  was  going  to 
divest  himself  of  Surge  Studios  and  concentrate  on  establishing  a  business  in  which  he  would 
design  women’s  shoes.  Parker  laughed  as  he  recalled,  “I  just  picked  women’s  shoes  because 
it  was  the  furthest  thing  from  adult  entertainment  I  could  think  of!” 

The  exile  lasted  about  a  year  and  a  half,  but  Parker  returned  in  an  all-new  safe  sex  film 
called  Turbo  Charged  which  was  an  outdoor  exercise  in  creative  (and  very  hot)  safe  sex, 
helped  along  by  the  very  sexy  presence  of  his  co-star  Justin  Cade.  Why,  the  guys’  creative 
use  of  Saran  Wrap  (‘‘The  one  thousand  and  second  use!”  Parker  laughed)  helped  re¬ 
introduce  the  joys  of  rimming  in  a  completely  safe  yet  incredibly  erotic  way.  Last  year  he 
released  Better  Than  Ever  in  which  he  continued  the  traditions  established  by  Surge.  His 
films  feature  stars  who  aren’t  all  clones  of  one  another  (the  blond  surfer  boy  image  does  not 
reign  supreme  here),  his  casts  are  much  more  racially  diverse  than  the  industry  standard,  and 
(gasp!)  some  of  the  guys  even  exhibit  such  daringly  secondary  sexual  characteristics  as  body 
hair!  In  1989  this  is  not  your  run  of  the  mill  stuff!  “I’m  making  these  films  for  everybody,” 
Parker  says,  “and  you  have  to  be  diverse.  Personally,  I  like  older  types  and  someone  has  to 
tell  the  world  that  just  because  you’re  over  21  it  doesn’t  mean  your  sex  life  has  ended. 
There’s  something  about  everybody  that’s  hot.  I  just  try  to  find  it  and  bring  that  out.” 

Now,  as  Parker  prepares  to  release  a  brand  new  video,  the  lucky  safe  sex  sluts  in  Boston 
are  anticipating  a  Pride  Weekend  A1  Parker  Blitzkrieg.  Parker  is  scheduled  to  attend  one  of 
the  AIDS  Action  Committee’s  “Hot,  Healthy,  and  Horny!”  workshops  as  well  as  help  kick 
off  the  AAC’s  “Safe  Company,”  the  education  campaign  of  a  group  of  sex-positive  gay 
men  committed  to  safer  sex  practices  (See  GCN,  April  16-22,  1989).  He  is  also  scheduled  to 
appear  with  Safe  Company  in  the  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Parade.  His  efforts  to 
educate  the  men  in  his  community  about  the  need  for  safer  sex  are  virtually  unique  in  the 
porn  industry  and  his  commitment  to  that  sort  of  activism  demonstrates  that  A1  Parker  is  an 
awfully  nice  guy. 

I  talked  to  A1  Parker  the  week  before  his  Boston  visit  about  his  career  and  his  life,  and  his 
plans  for  a  very  hot  Pride  weekend  here. 


Wittke:  How  the  heck  did  this  all  begin, 
Al?l? 

Al  Parker:  I  was  born  in  Newton, 
Massachusetts  and  lived  in  the  state  until 
1970.  I  moved  to  Los  Angeles.  I  got  started 
in  adult  entertainment  in  1975.  I  had  read 
the  book  The  Happy  Hustler  which  was 
written  by  Michael  Kearns  and  I  thought  it 
was  funny  so  I  decided  to  try  hustling  for  a 
day.  In  that  one  day  I  tried  it  I  met  the  owner 
of  Colt  Studios.  It  went  from  there. 

Do  you  even  know  anymore  how  many  films 
you  ’ve  done? 

There’s  about  five  of  them  that  I  did  not 
produce  and  there’s  maybe  1 5  that  I  did  pro¬ 
duce,  but  I  didn’t  act  in  all  of  them.  I  make 
an  appearance  in  all  of  them,  like  Alfred 
Hitchcock. 

Do  you  think  of  yourself  as  the  Alfred 
Hitchcock  of  porn? 

I  wish  I  was!  I  could  be  the  Alfred  Hitch¬ 
cock  of  porn  but  by  the  time  the  stuff  gets 
made  and  released  it’s  so  vanilla  it’s  more 
like  the  Walt  Disney  of  adult  entertainment! 
Because  of  all  the  different  porn  laws  that  all 
the  different  states  have,  you  don’t  want  to 
have  problems  for  something  that  you  did 
ten  years  ago.  So  we  keep  them  fairly  sim¬ 
ple.  It’s  just  not  worth  the  trouble,  but  I 
have  my  reel  of  outtakes! 

You  left  the  film  industry  as  the  AIDS 
epidemic  was  coming  on  in  full  force,  you 
even  talked  to  People  magazine  about  it. 
Did  you  completely  get  rid  of  Surge  Studios 
when  you  retired? 

No,  I  always  retained  the  name  because  I 
worked  very  hard  to  build  a  company  I’d  be 
proud  of,  and  something  that  would  last  a 
while.  I  sold  the  rights  to  the  films  but  re¬ 
tained  the  studios  for  me. 


Was  the  fact  that  you,  as  a  major  film  star, 
established  your  own  studio  completely  uni¬ 
que?  Why  did  it  happen? 

It  all  started  back  in  the  days  when  they 
paid  you  $50  for  a  photo  shoot.  I  asked  Rip 
Colt  for  one  percent  of  the  profit  of  the  stuff 
that  he  sold  of  me  and  for  that  I  would  re¬ 
main  loyal  to  him  and  not  work  for  anybody 
else  and  he  said  he  wasn’t  willing  to  do  that. 
So  I  decided  to  start  my  own  company.  I  was 
fortunate  to  be  able  to  finance  my  own  pro¬ 
ject  and  it  worked. 

I  remember  about  the  time  of  that  People 
article  and  in  other  interviews  you  gave  then 
that  you  didn ’t  exactly  sound  very  thrilled 
about  the  adult  film  business  or  even  sex  in 
general 

Well,  all  my  friends  were  dying  and  my 
lover  died  and  I  was  just  over  it.  And  then  a 
year  and  a  half  went  by  and  I  didn’t  see  that 
anybody  was  doing  any  movies  that  were 
promoting  safer  sex  and  it  compelled  me  to 
do  that. 

Turbo  Charged  seemed  very  hot  to  me  and  I 
remember  thinking,  " If  he  realty  isn  ’t  into 
this,  he’s  certainly  faking  it  well.”  I  was 
wondering  if  I  was  seeing  sparks  flying  be¬ 
tween  you  and  co-star  Justin  Cade. 

My  idea  for  that  was  to  make  a  movie  that 
was  hot  and  the  fact  that  it  was  safe  sex  was 
secondary.  I  just  figured  it  had  to  be  safe  sex 
and  that  we  had  to  make  it  as  hot  and  in¬ 
teresting  as  we  could.  Justin  and  I  have  had 
a  relationship  for  about  three  years.  That 
was  at  the  very  beginning  of  it,  so  you 
definitely  see  a  lot  of  real  sparks  flying.  He 
hates  doing  videos,  to  tell  the  truth, 
although  you’d  never  know  it.  He  keeps  tell¬ 
ing  me  to  say  something  nice  about  him  dur¬ 
ing  this  interview!  He  does  something  in¬ 
teresting  in  our  new  video.  Very  Receptive, 
with  a  dick  pump. 
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Are  other  companies  still  resistant  to  safe 
sex?  And  how  do  your  co-stars  feel  about  it? 

|  Everybody  but  Falcon  Studios  is  doing  it 
now,  and  only  because  you  have  to.  You’ve 
got  no  choice.  There  are  still  some  people 
who  are  doing  the  old  stuff  and  1  can’t  un¬ 
derstand  how  the  guy  sleeps  at  night  and  I 
can’t  understand  how  he  finds  people  who 
are  willing  to  do  it.  But  there  isn’t  any 
amount  of  money  in  the  world  that’s  worth 
somebody’s  life  to  me  and  I  simply  will  not 
do  it  if  it  isn’t  safe.  I  don’t  have  problems 
finding  people  for  safe  sex  video  because 
right  from  the  get-go  they  know  that  it’s 
safer. 

What  about  the  continuing  sucking 
debates?  In  Better  than  Ever  some  people 
used  condoms  for  sucking  but  not  everyone. 

It’s  up  to  the  individual  actor  as  far  as  I’m 
concerned.  All  the  oral  stuff  is  done  at  the 
beginning  of  the  shoot  and  once  people  start 
to  pre-cum  a  lot  we  stop  it.  But  it  would 
seem  to  me  that  if  oral  sex  was  spreading  this 
thing  more  people  would  have  it  than  do.  I 
know  people  who  continue  to  test  negative 
who  have  oral  sex  and  ingest  semen.  That’s 
not  even  something  that  happens  in  the 
movies  because  people  pull  out.  Actually, 
coming  in  a  person’s  mouth  is  a  turn  off  at 


this  point. 

Your  stuff  is  generally  more  interesting  and 
creative  than  things  from  other  studios. 
Rangers  was  a  truly  formative  film  for  me 
with  those  hot  mountain  rangers  getting  it 
on  in  the  woods.  You  play  the  horny 
lumberjack  who  does  the  most  bizarre  thing 
I’ve  ever  seen  a  man  do  with  his  dick. 
[Parker  uses  rawhide  rope  to  tie  the  head  of 
his  penis  to  his  outstretched  testicle  sack, 
creating  a  sort  of  hole  which  is  fucked  by 
another  lumberjack.  This  is  probably  porn 's 
first,  if  not  only,  dickfuckinglj  First  of  all, 
did  it  hurt,  and  how  did  you  ever  think  up 
something  like  that? 

I  am  just  that  depraved !  And  no  it  doesn’t 
hurt  me,  although  I  would  imagine  that  it 
might  hurt  some  people.  I  guess  I’m  just 
really  tough  down  there;  it’s  taken  a  lot  of 
abuse! 

The  short  film  that  you  made  for  peep 
shows.  Weekend  Lockup,  was  made  into  a 
magazine  of  very  hot  stills  that  was  my  priz¬ 
ed  masturbation  possession  in  my  late 
teenage  years.  [In  it  Parker  is  arrested  for 
urinating  in  public  and  eventually  has  sex  in 
his  cell  with  his  two  arresting  officers.] 

Continued  on  page  24 


Fire  Fox  Video 

COURTHOUSE  SQ.  MALL 
Exit  32  Route  3,  head  east. 


Only  15  min.  from  Rte.  128 


FANTASTIC  PRICES  -  LOWEST  ANYWHERE! 


HUNDREDS  OF 
GAY  VIDEOS 

*$4.95  and  up 
'with  s10  purchase 


CATALINA  S39.95 
H.I.S.,  HOT  SHOTS  S29.95 
Le  SALON  S24.95 


ivnnvMTT 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerty  Road 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 


PHOTOGRAPHY 

DAVID'S  PHOTOGRAPHY 
PO  Box  375  McCormack  Sta. 
Boston.  MA  02101 

COUNSELING  HEALTH  236-0365 


ACUPUNCTURE 

JAMES  F.  LEATH,  R.  Ac. 
HARMONY  HOUSTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Avc. 
Somerville,  Mass. 

Porter  Square  T 
628-9597 

ALCOHOL/DRUG 

TREATMENT 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  03962 
(603)  363-9595 

AUDITING/TAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
126  State  Street 
Boston.  MA  02109 
S23-I060 

BICYCLES 

FERRIS  WHEELS 
Bicycle  Shop 
69  South  Street 
Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
617-522-7082 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 
SCHOOL 

35 1  Broadway,  Cambridge 
868-3392 

T.W.F.Sat  10-6,  Tb  12-8 
Repairs/Parts/Workspace 

BOOKS 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
673  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  267-3010 

LIBERATION  BOOK  CLUB 
P.O.  Box  953 
South  Norwalk.  CT  06856. 
National  gay  &  lesbian  book 
club 

NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMEN'S  BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  Street 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
876-5310 

REDBOOK  STORE 
Books  of  Political  Struggle. 
South  Africa.  Central  America, 
Gay  8  Lesbian  literature 
92  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-1969 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Av. 

Somerville,  MA  02193 
628-9597 

DR.  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
1100  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Arlington,  MA  02179 
(617)  691-2510 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
Suite  333 
9S  Newbury  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
266-8589 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  Street 
Brookline.  M A  02196 
232-7200 

CLEANING  SERVICES 

Earie  III  Inc.  Building 
Maintenance 
General  Cleaning 
Residential  and  Commercial 
Call  Buddy  (617)  359-1706 


ANDOVER  PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Gerald  Matison,  L.I.C.S.W 
(508)  975-6950 
insurance  accepted 

ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR 
WOMEN 

520  Commonwealth  Av. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  02115 
297-9861 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
1368  Beacon  St.  Suite  109 
Boston,  MA  02196 
739-7860 

EATING  DISORDERS 
Ind.  &  Group 
Ongoing  therapy  group  for 
lesbian  8  bisexual  women  with 
anorexia,  bulimia  8  compulsive 
eating  issues.  Call  for 
interview. 

Valery  Rockwell.  M.Ed. 

992-7693 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  8 
CONSULTATION  INC. 

I86'/i  Hampshire  St 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-9988 

STEPHEN  HARRINGTON. 
M.A. 

6  Bigelow  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  991-0968 

Counseling  for  lesbians  8  gay 
men 

individuals  8  couples 

JOURNEYWOMEN 
A  feminist  psychotherapy 
collective 

290A  Elm  St.,  Davis  Square 
Somerville,  MA  02199 
776-9232 

SOUTH  END  COUNSELING 
596  Tremont  Street 
Boston,  MA  021 18 
(617)  937-9693 

TAPESTRY.  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge.  MA 
661-0298 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 
60'/i  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge.  MA  02138 
876-8938 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  KIRK  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
1259  Hyde  Park  Av. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
369-5S00 

JOHN  BARNA 
790  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  M A  02199 
353-1500 

DOG  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING 
CENTER 

Dog  Behavior  Specialists 
Medford.  MA 
395-9089 

ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 
Complimentary  consultation 
Computer  electrology  specialist 
Central  Sq.,  Cambridge 
997-2019 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL 
DESIGN 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Sq..  MA 
926-9289 

HAIR  SALONS 

B  CUMMINGS 
309  Shawmut  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
338-5356 
Wed -Sat.  10-6 


BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 

Holistic  Health  Referral  Service 
Psychotherapy,  Bodywork. 
Movement,  Nutrition  and 
Spiritual  Counseling 
266-8122  M-Th„  12-7 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(Medical  Center  and  HIV  Out¬ 
patient  Clinic:  267-7573) 
and 

93  Massachusetts  Avenue 
Boston.  MA  02115 
(Mental  Health.  Research. 
Community  Services:  267-0900) 

FEMINIST  HEALTH  CENTER 
OF  PORTSMOUTH 
232  Court  St. 

Portsmouth,  NH  03801 
(603)  936-7588 

STD  clinic  for  men  and  women 
Mon.  eves.:  free  anon.  HIV 
counseling  8  testing 

THE  CAMBRIDGE  HOSPITAL 
MIDWIFERY  SERVICE 
Offering  senisitve  well- 
woman  midwifery  and 
gynecological  care 
1993  Cambridge  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
Call  998-1660  for  appt. 

DR.  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 
192  Berkeley  St. 
at  Columbus  Ave. 

(617)  297-7555 

A  gay  physician  specializing  in 
health  care  for  the  gay  8  les¬ 
bian  community. 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 
Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bi-weekly,  monthly  and 
special  occasions 
776-2271 

INSURANCE 

J.J.  BODNER  INSURANCE 
552  Columbus  Ave. 

Boston.  Ma.  02118 
(617)  937-9900 
Servicing  all  your  insurance 
needs 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  CLU 
Congress  St. 

P.O.  Box  1762 
Boston.  Ma.  02105 
1-800-352-3185 

KUNEVICH  8  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENGY 
291  Washington  St. 

Brookline.  M A  02196 
731-1015 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
90  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence,  MA  01890 
(508)  683-7676 

INTERIOR  DESIGN 

CITY-LINE  DESIGN 
Carpentry,  paint  8 
space  planning.  Small 
jobs  a  specialty. 

991-5567 


LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD 
Lawyers  Referral  Service 
227-7008 
M-F  1-5  p.m. 


MACROBIOTICS 

Wholesome,  well-balanced, 
delicious  macrobiotic  meals. 
Also,  special  diets  for  life- 
threatening  illnesses.  Delivery! 
references  Call  Mary  277-8087 

MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH  CLUB 
Swedish,  Japanese,  Esalen 
220  Huntington  Ave 
(617)  262-1000.  x  298 
M-Sat..  12-7 


PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
99  Green  St 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
529-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Trisha  Solio,  Barry  Wing, 

Janet  Deegan 
726  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AM  TIKVA 

Boston's  Community  of  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Jews 
P.O.  Box  1 1 
Cambridge,  MA  02238 
Events  phone:  (617)  782-8899 

Metropolitan  Community 
Church  of  Boston 
131  Cambridge  St.,  near  Gov't 
Ctr.,  Sunday  Worship  7pm, 
Open  to  all 

A  church  of  the  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Community.  523-7669 

St.  Paul's  Western  Orthodox 
Church 

351  Boylston  St..  Boston 
(617)  227-5799 
Mass  every  Sun.  5:30pm 
Serving  the  Gay  8  Lesbian 
Comm. 

Unitarian  Universalist 
Congregation  at  the  1st  Church 
of  Roxbury  —  Sun.  I  lam 
Service  —  995-1277 
at  Center,  Roxbury  8  Dudley 
Sts.,  Rox.  Crossing  T  Stop 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 
12  LaGrange  St. 
in  Downtown  Boston 
(617)  338-7037 

TAXES  A  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  PL,  MA  02130 
529-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza  nr  ,  ■ 
982-2900 

T  SHIRTS 

WARREN  DAGLEY 
T  Shirts  and  More 
P.O.  Box  905 
Rockport,  MA  01966 
508/596-7252 


WOMEN'S  NIGHTCLUBS 

INDIGO  -  A  Club  for 

Women 

823  Main  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  997-7200 

Th  9pm-2am,  F  9pm-2am,  Sat 
9pm-  2am 


Breaking  a  sweat 

An  intense  dramatization  of  the  tragic  life  of  the  gay  man 
who  invented  the  computer  is  the  final  production  of  the 
season  at  the  Triangle,  but  if  you  can ’t  stand  the  heat, 
stay  out  of  the  theater 


Breaking  the  Code.  By  Hugh  Whittimore. 
Directed  by  joseph  Cambone.  With  Craig  Carter, 
Robert  F.  McCafferty,  Barbara  Doonief  Haas,  Faith 
Justice,  Ken  MacDonald,  Joseph  Rodriguez,  Adam 
C.  Sutton,  Michael  Harrington,  Chuck  Rose.  At  the 
Triangle  Theater,  through  June  24. 

By  Christopher  Wittke 

lan  Turing  was  the  brilliant  British 
mathematician  who  deciphered  the 
all-but-impenetrable  German  Enigma 
Code.  His  discovery  led  to  the  end  of  World 
War  II  and  to  the  invention  of  the  com¬ 
puter.  Alan  Turing  was  also  a  homosexual, 
not  exactly  a  prized  personality  trait  in  the 
1940s  and  ’50s.  He  was  prosecuted  for  in¬ 
decency  and  sent  to  prison  (where  estrogen 
was  administered  to  him  in  an  attempt  to  kill 
his  sex  drive.) 

Hugh  Whittimore’s  play  Breaking  the 
Code  tells  Turing’s  tragic  tale  and  sheds 
light  on  the  havoc 
wreaked  by  homo- 
W&Smi  phobia.  Like  Mar¬ 
tin  Sherman’s  groundbreaking  Bent,  which 
brought  the  Nazi  persecution  of  homosex¬ 
uals  to  a  surprising  level  of  popular  con¬ 
sciousness,  Breaking  the  Code  attempts  to 
detail  the  injustices  of  prejudice  on  an  in¬ 
dividual  within  the  context  of  a  much  larger 
societal  problem.  Breaking  the  Code  had  a 
relatively  short  run  on  Broadway  last  year, 
and  now  it  has  turned  up  as  the  final  produc¬ 
tion  of  the  season  at  Boston’s  Triangle 
Theater  Company. 

A  group  of  nine  equally  good  actors 
makes  the  most  of  the  Triangle’s  teensy- 
weensy  space  to  bring  Turing’s  story  to  life. 
Through  the  use  of  several  ingeniously 
designed  sliding  flats  (sets  by  Don  Meuse) 
the  drama  cuts  back  and  forth  across  a  time 
period  of  about  25  years.  Craig  Carter  is 
wonderful  as  Turing,  making  a  somewhat 
aloof  individual  appealing  with  his  self- 
conscious  ticks  and  starts;  Barbara  Doonief 
Haas  plays  his  mother,  Sara,  with  the  re¬ 
quisite  steely  Brit  resolve  and  a  heart- 
tugging  brand  of  unconditional  love  for  her 
son;  and  Faith  Justice  does  a  remarkable  job 
as  Pat,  the  token  straight  woman  co-worker 
of  Turing’s  who,  you  guessed  it,  falls  in  love 
with  him  even  though  she  knows  it  is  a  love 
that  can  never  be. 

The  direction  by  Joseph  Cambone  is  ade¬ 
quate  although  the  pacing  is  rather  slow.  It 
would  be  nice  to  spend  an  evening  at  the 
Triangle  without  the  experience  stretching 
to  three  hours  as  Breaking  the  Code  does 
(including  a  15  minute  intermission).  This 
seems  to  be  a  chronic  problem  with  plays  at 
the  Triangle  (although  I  have  not  seen  every 
production,  this  one  is  actually  on  the  short 
end  of  those  I’ve  seen)  and  in  the  past  it 
seemed  justifiable  because  of  the  amount  of 
time  that  changing  of  sets  has  required.  But 
this  is  no  an  excuse  for  Breaking  the  Code, 
where  the  sliding  of  flats  takes  up  about  five 
minutes  of  the  evening’s  total. 

To  make  matters  worse,  the  temperature 
in  the  cramped  theater  on  opening  night 
was,  to  estimate  conservatively,  somewhere 
in  the  90  degree  range.  The  number  of  pro¬ 
grams  being  fanned  in  front  of  the  flushed 
faces  of  audience  members  was  only  a  little 
less  distracting  than  the  buckets  of  sweat 
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pouring  off  the  faces  of  cast  members.  By 
the  end  of  the  second  act  the  actors  looked 
like  they  had  just  stepped  out  of  the  finale  of 
House  of  Wax.  What  some  people  might  see 
as  a  kind  of  minor  inconvenience  —  that 
must  be  overlooked  for  the  sake  of 
grassroots  theatre  —  began  to  feel,  quite 
frankly,  unhealthy;  it  was  a  surprise  that  no 
one,  on  stage  or  in  the  audience,  lost  con¬ 
sciousness.  The  Triangle  would  do  well  to 
invest  in  a  few  electric  fans  because  the  two 
small  ones  aimed  at  the  front  row  did  little  to 
alleviate  the  discomfort.  □ 

Maine  Pride 

Continued  from  page  3 

sive  media  coverage  of  the  case  led  to  his  re¬ 
jection  of  his  son.  Eventually,  Broder’s 
father  changed  his  perspective  so  much  that 
he  was  finally  able  to  write,  “What  you  did 
tok  courage.  I’m  proud  of  you,”  in  a  letter 
to  his  son.  A  1985  survey  of  discrimination 
and  violence  against  Maine  lesbians  and  gay 
men  reported  that  84  percent  of  the  323  re¬ 
spondents  had  experienced  verbal  abuse  and 
over  half  had  experienced  some  sort  of  vio¬ 
lence.  Both  Broder  and  Elze  said  that  the 
Portland  police  officers  have  responded 
very  well  to  gay  community  initiatives. 

The  AIDS  Quilt  was  displayed  in  Port¬ 
land  one  week  before  Pride  and  a  number  of 
speakers  referred  to  panels  which  had  im¬ 
pressed  them.  Banners  reading  “Si¬ 
lence  =  Death”  and  “Maine  Health  Foun¬ 
dation,  Inc.”  testified  to  the  ongoing  battle 
against  AIDS  in  Maine.  The  Health  Foun¬ 
dation  provides,  among  other  services, 
financial  assistance  to  people  with  AIDS 
and  is  currently  in  desperate  need  of  dona¬ 
tions.  In  the  first  four  months  of  1989,  28 
new  cases  of  AIDS  were  diagnosed  in 
Maine.  Currently,  150  Mainers  are  living 
with  AIDS. 

Outright  Gay/Lesbian  Youth  Alliance,  a 
new  organization,  was  the  most  spirited 
contingent  and  also  sponsored  a  post-march 
dance.  Maine  Bisexual  People’s  Network, 
Sportsman’s  Athletic  Club,  Lewiston-Au¬ 
burn  Lesbians  and  Gays,  Feminist  Spiritual 
Community  of  Maine,  Portland  Friends 
Meeting  Quakers,  and  Maine  NOW  all  car¬ 
ried  signs  or  banners. 

The  Pride  Committee  leaflet  for  the  day 
set  a  somber  tone.  It  provided  guidelines  for 
ways  to  deal  with  hecklers  at  the  march  and 
advice  to  prevent  and  prosecute  gay-bashing 
incidents.  The  flyer  also  included  a  state¬ 
ment  entitled  “Horn  Au  Naturel”  (Natural 
Man)  from  the  Pride  Committee  which 
argued  for  the  acceptance  of  gay  men  and 
lesbians  within  a  spectrum  of  human  sexual¬ 
ities: 

America  seems  confused  and  angry 
about  sex,  at  once  obsessed  with  it  and  yet 
pretending  it  doesn’t  exist....  What  in¬ 
furiates  homophobiacs  [sic]. ..is  not  that 
we  are  homosexual,  but  that  we  are 
sexual....  The  sheer  frequency  of  gay  indi¬ 
viduals,  despite  the  discrimination  and 
persecution,  is  an  obvious  case  for  accept¬ 
ing  homosexuality  as  part  of  the  human 
nature  which  all  people  share. . . .  The  Pride 
Committee  hopes  that  out  modest  celebra¬ 
tion  will  encourage  you  to  use  your  en¬ 
thusiasm  and  energy  in  service  to  the 
whole  of  our  community.”  □ 
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LUCIE  BLUE 
TREMBLAY 

returns  to  Sanders  Theater 
to  celebrate  the  release  of 
TENDRESSE,  the  album  you 
helped  to  record 


Sunday,  September  10,  7  p.m. 

Sanders  Theater  (Cambridge  &  Quincy  St.,  Camb.) 

Tickets:  $14.50  in  advance, $15.50  at  the  door  (genl.  adm.) 


DIANNE 


DAVIDSON 

and  her  band 


She  wowed  you  at  "From 
All  Walks  of  Life"  --  see 
her  now  in  a  full-length  show. 


Saturday,  October  14,  7:30  p.m. 
Paine  Hall  (Harvard  Music  Bldg.) 
Tickets:  $13.50  in  advance,  $14.50  at  the  door  (genl.  adm.) 


I** 


U{evoCutionary  Acts! 

‘Women  ‘Molding  Music  Series 


HOLLY  NEAR 

with  John  Bucchino 


After  an  absence  of  two 
years--  back  in  Boston 
to  celebrate  the  release 
of  her  new  album! 


Saturday,  November  18,  5:30  &  9:00  p.m. 
Kresge  Auditorium  (MIT) 

Tickets:  $14.50  &  $16.50  (all  seats  reserved) 


RONNIE  GILBERT  & 

JUDY  SMALL 

Together  again  after  their 
sensational  Australian  tour  -- 
both  celebrating  the  release 
of  new  albums! 

Saturday,  December  2 
^  5:30  &  9:00  p.m. 

jpqf  Paine  Hall 

Tickets:  $15.50  (all  seats  reserved) 


Tickets  by  mail:  Check,  money  order  or  MC/VISA/Amex  and  SASE  to 
Revolutionary  Acts!,  P.O.  Box  606,  Cambridge,  MA  02238 

FOR  PHONE  ORDERS  AND  FURTHER  INFORMATION:  (617)  661-1 


MCC:  CeCe6rating  OurseCves... 

Sunday,  June,  11,  1989 


2:00  pm. 
7:00  pm 


...in  Music  and  the  Arts 

a  benefit  concert/celebration 

...in  a  Special  (Pride  Worship  Service 


Metropolitan  Community  Church  of  Boston 

celebrating  Qods  Cove  •  serving  our  community  •  building  for  the.  future 
131  Cambridge  St.,  Boston,  near  Gov't  Center  523-7664 


GLAD  •  DAY 

BOOKSHOP 

New  England's  Only 
Comprehensive  Store  for 
Lesbian  &  Gay  Literature 

Current  Bestsellers  &  Hard-To-Find  Specialty  Titles; 
Extensive  Foreign  Language  Books  and  Magazines;  Erotica 
for  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men,  Cards,  Music,  Videos,  Jewelry. 
We  welcome  special  orders  by  individuals 
and  organizations. 


* 


673  Boylston  St.  2nd  Floor 
Boston,  MA  02116 

(Copley  Sq..  Opp.  Boston  Public  Library) 
(617)  267-3010 

Mon-Sat:  9:30AM- 11PM  Sun  12-9PM 


JOIN 

THE  FUNDING 
REVOLUTION 


For  fifteen  years,  the  Haymarket  People’s  Fund  has 
supported  local  groups  all  across  New  England 
organizing  for  peace,  equality,  and  economic  justice. 
If  you  want  to  put  your  money  to  work  with  groups 
doing  anti-racist,  peace,  feminist,  environmental, 
gay/lesbian,  tenant/housing,  disabled  and  older 
people’s  rights,  community  and  workplace  organizing, 
make  a  contribution  today. 


HAYMARKET 
PEOPLED  FUND 

A  FOUNDATION  FOR  CHANGE  SINCE  1974 

YESI  I  want  to  be  part  of  Haymarket’s  revolution 
in  funding. 

Tax  deductible  contribution: 

□  $10  □  $25  □  $50  □  $100  □  $250  □  $500 

Other: _ 

□  Send  me  a  grant  application. 

Name _ 


Address 
City _ 


State 


Zip 


Make  checks  payable  to  Haymarket  People’s  Fund  and  mail  to 
HPF,  42  Seaverns,  Boston,  MA  02130 
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Dykes  to  Watch  Out  For 


I  KWoW  N£  MElTHB? 
N  PCX  I  ve  Bt£M 
MsyBc  we 
S*vouj>  or  you 
KNOW  6t1  AW<R1£P 


AfJt>  V0«y  Didn't  L015  T*tL 

me  THERE  was  a  a\££T/N6 

HERE  ?/  OWE  NI6HT  A  WEEK 
7T>  WATCH  TV  IS  ALL  I 
ASt.A.Jl>1HEimi#lMW 
CesceNIys  cm  (Ay  LlVIK/4 


OH.  5PCAUHL  oT 
1EUIH6  you  TWiNES. 
MXfKlCWD  MILA  WEEP 
I  i  Com/HG  foe  A 

visit 


/■VUE WEED? 

WHAT  AMD 
OTA 

Name  is 

miulwuo?! 


well,  WHEW  I  FIAST  ACT 
HER  SHE  WAS  wmus.svr 
Now  she  lives  <*  this 
LCsBIArJ  T/VW  AH  0  CALLS  HER 

sar  Milk  weep  mooksardcH 


ALL  WEEKEND  AT 
CLUB  CAFE  BAR 

•  JAZZ  SINGERS  NIGHTLY 

•  NO  COVER 

OPEN  11:30  AM  -  2  AM 


ON  SPECIAL 

SUMMER  DRINKS 


CLUB  CABARET 

TUESDAY-SUNDAY 
CALL  536-0972 


MOONSHINE 

THUR,  FRI,  AND  SAT 
NIGHT'S  10  PM— 2  AM 
AND  SUNDAY  T-DANCE 
3  PM— 7  PM 


LUNCH  11:30-4:00 
DINNER  5:30-11:00 
BAR  MENU  4:00-1:00  AM 
BRUNCH  11:30-3:00 


Club  Cc 


209  COLUMBUS  AVENUE  AT  BERKELEY  •  536-0966 
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823  Main  Street,  Cambridge,  M 

[817]  497-7200 


GAV  PRIDE!  IS  NOO 

Open  Buffet  and  Dancing 
Valet  Parking  Available 


Coming  Soon 

Beach  Party1*  Th 
ion  Show  Thur 

Light  Menu 


1 - 

OTHER  THAN  LOVING  SEX, 
WHAT  DO  ALL  MEMBERS  OF 
SAFE  COMPANY  HAVE 
IN  COMMON? 


They  play  safely.  It’s  easy  because  they  know  the  rules  about  safer 
sex.  And  they’ve  learned  how  to  have  a  hot  time  while  playing  safely.  A 
very  hot  time. 

Safe  Company  is  a  group  of  peers  in  our  community  who  support  and 
celebrate  safer  sex.  They  range  in  age  and  in  background.  They  come  in 
all  shapes  and  sizes.  Some  members  know  their  HIV  status.  Some  don’t. 

You  see,  it  really  doesn’t  matter.  Because  any  guy  can  be  in  Safe 
Company  as  long  as  he  plays  safely  and  supports  others  who  do  the 
same.  It’s  Safe  Company’s  hope  that  you  play  by  the  safer  sex  rules,  too. 
Play  as  hard  as  you  want  and  as  often  as  you  want.  Play  with  anyone 
you  want  to  play  with.  But  always  play  safely.  Then  our  entire  communi¬ 
ty  will  be  in  Safe  Company. 
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‘  'A  moving  story  revolving  around  the  basic  but  rarely  visible  chords  of  life  and 
death,  love  and  family  among  lesbians.  Don  't  miss  this  play. 

— Charlotte  Bunch,  author  of  Passionate  Politics. 

Sapatona  a  2 '  a^out 

Productions  lesbian 

Presents  friendship 

^  by  Harriet  Malinowitz 

being  premiered  during  Gay  Pride  Month,  June  '89  in  New  York  City 
at  the  13th  Street  Theater  50  West  13th  Street  (between  5th  and  6th  Avenues) 
Directed  by  Sara  Cytron  Produced  by  Mimi  Brown 


Thurs-June  22 

Fri/Sat-June  9,  10,  16,  17,  23,  24 
Sun-June  18 

All  Performances  Will  Be  At  10:00  PM 
Tickets:  $10 

Reservations:  212-675-6677 

♦ 


AAV  TIKVA 


Boston’s  Community  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Jews 


P.O.  Box  1 1,  Cambridge,  MA  02238 
(617)  782-8894 


mpn  Dy 


LYNNE  S.  BRANDON,  PH.D. 


FINANCIAL  MANAGEMENT 


57  CAMERON  AVE.  •  SOMERVILLE.  MA  02144  •  617-776-5866 


LONG  RANGE  PLANNING,  STATE  CONTRACTING, 
BUDGETING,  STAFF  TRAINING  &  SUPERVISldk 
CONVERSION  TO  COMPUTERIZED  SYSTEMS 


Urban  Acupuncture 

Samantha  Mitchell 
Licensed  Acupuncture 


1301  Commonwealth 
Ave.,  No.  7 
Allston,  MA  02134 


617/783-3965 


Quality 

printing 


(617)  524-6822 


for 
Ja 

change 


Red  Sun  Press,  a  worker- 
controlled  collective  and  a  union 
shop,  can  meet  your  complete 
printing  needs,  from  layout  to  bindery. 

Call  us  for  an  estimate 
at  5 24-6822 
Monday  through  Friday, 
9  am  to  5:30  pm. 


94  GREEN  STREET  JAMAICA  PLAIN.  MA  02130 


Montreal 

Continued  from  page  I 

metaphors  “went  over  really  well...  Many 
fans  had  heard  about  the  action  and  they 
were  saying  it  was  ‘Condom  Night”  at  the 
stadium.” 

Demonstrators  gathered  outside  the  con¬ 
ference  hall  on  Tuesday  to  support 
anonymous  HIV  antibody  testing 
worldwide. 

On  Wednesday  many  of  the  women  par¬ 
ticipating  in  the  actions  led  a  demonstration 
focused  on  the  issues  of  lesbians  and  pro¬ 
stitutes.  Speakers  at  the  demonstration  in¬ 
cluded  Carol  Leigh,  a  sex  worker  and  AIDS 
activist  also  known  as  Scarlot  Harlot. 

According  to  Karen  Herland  of  Reaction 
SIDA,  “Of  the  7000  papers  delivered  at  this 
conference,  only  one  paper  in  one  poster 
session”  addressed  woman-to-woman  sex¬ 
ual  transmission  of  HIV  in  its  title.  She  said 
the  effort  by  organizers  to  include  lesbians 
and  lesbian  issues  in  the  conference  “wasn’t 
even  zero  —  it  was  a  negative  effort.” 

Herland  said  the  treatment  of  prostitutes 
by  conference  organizers  was  different. 
“They  are  definitely  being  addressed,”  she 
said,  ‘  ‘but  they  are  being  scapegoated.  ”  She 
said  many  of  the  papers  being  delivered  ad¬ 
dressed  the  “problem  of  prostitution,”  and 
that  educational  information  urged  people 
“not  to  sleep  with  prostitutes.” 

Activists  held  a  press  conference  on 
Wednesday  afternoon  to  publicize  the  story 
of  a  British  person  with  AIDS  who  had 
reportedly  been  detained  June  2  by  U.S.  im¬ 
migration  officials.  According  to  John 
Volker  of  ACT  UP/NY,  the  man  had  been 
on  his  way  to  participate  in  a  drug  trial  in 
San  Francisco  when  he  was  stopped,  strip 
searched  and  jailed  overnight  before  being 
deported  the  next  day. 

As  GCN  goes  to  press,  activists  in  Mon¬ 
treal  are  holding  their  final  big  action,  a  rally 
in  support  of  the  Montreal  Manifesto. 
Volker  said  conference  delegates  may  adopt 
a  resolution  which  would  prevent  any  AIDS 
conference  from  being  held  in  a  country  that 
has  discriminatory  HIV  immigration 
policies. 

As  the  end  of  the  conference  approached, 
Volker  said  he  was  pleased  by  the  impact 
and  effectiveness  of  the  week’s  actions. 
“We’ve  made  it  clear  that  people  with  AIDS 
and  HIV  illnesses  will  not-be  excluded  or  ig¬ 
nored  at  any  scientific,  governmental,  or 
other  public  forum  in  which  AIDS  policies 
or  legislation  are  being  considered.” 

See  upcoming  issues  of  GCN  for  more 
coverage  of  the  Fifth  International  Con¬ 
ference  on  AIDS. 

□  filed  from  Boston 

Lorde 

Continued  from  page  I 

Oberlin  five  years  ago.  The  first  group,  call¬ 
ed  ZAMI,  after  Lorde’s  book  of  the  same 
name,  is  composed  of  lesbians  of  color  and 
has  been  meeting  since  1984.  Within  three 
years  of  ZAMl’s  formation,  a  group  of  gay 
and  bisexual  men  of  color  got  together,  ac¬ 
cording  to  McCoy,  one  of  its  members. 

Lorde  recalled  her  earlier  visit  to 
Oberlin.  ”It  was  one  of  the  first  tours  I  did,” 
said  Lorde.  “When  I  got  back  home  I  was 
totally  exhausted,  and  I  wrote  a  poem  about 
touring  in  which  I  compared  it  to  tossing 
seeds  out,  not  knowing  if  or  where  they  will 
grow.  I  didn’t  know  [the  Oberlin  students] 
had  started  a  group  and  it  had  survived.  I 
was  tremendously  touched.” 

Another  gratifying  experience  came  for 
Lorde  when  the  Black  graduates  asked  her 
to  be  the  keynote  speaker  for  their  Black 
Seniors’  Parent  Appreciation  Day 
Ceremony.  “It  was  moving  to  see  all  the 
Black  students  gathered,  and  they  had  writ¬ 
ten  something  for  their  parents,  and  each 
student  gave  their  parents  a  flower,”  said 
Lorde. 

Smith,  who  also  attended  the  Black 
Parents  Appreciation  Day,  said  it  was  “a 
beautiful  event.  Here  was  this  auditorium 
full  of  Black  families,  and  who  is  addressing 
them  but  a  Black  lesbian  feminist.” 

Opportunity  for  dialogue  at  Oberlin 

While  Lorde’s  speech  and  presence  at 
Oberlin’s  graduation  provided  affirmation 
and  inspiration  for  many,  it  also  offered  an 
opportunity  for  other  voices  to  be  heard,  ac¬ 
cording  to  observers.  Lesbian  and  gay 
students  and  their  supporters  chose  to  wear 
pink  armbands  during  the  graduation 
ceremony,  which  they  said  celebrated 
Lorde’s  visit,  the  20th  anniversary  of 
Stonewall,  and  the  Oberlin  lesbian,  gay  and 
bisexual  community.  Observers  of  the 
ceremony  said  between  a  third  and  a  half  of 


the  graduates  had  donned  the  pink  bands. 

Talpede  Mohanty,  who  teaches  Women’s 
Studies  and  the  Sociology  of  Education, 
said  Lorde’s  coming  was  “an  occasion  for  a 
lot  of  public  discussion  around  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  issues  and  around  homophobia”  at 
Oberlin. 

That  discussion,  according  to  some 
observers,  has  not  previously  been  taken  up 
at  Oberlin,  which  prides  itself  on  its  reputa¬ 
tion  as  a  liberal,  progressive  institution.  The 
first  college  to  admit  women  and  Black 
degree  candidates,  Oberlin  has  had  a  history 
as  an  institution  where  dialogue  about  issues 
of  race  and  gender  could  take  place.  But  in 
recent  years  the  climate  has  become  more 
conservative. 

As  a  result,  several  students  organized  an 
effort  to  publicly  urge  Oberlin  to  “live  up  to 
its  reputation,”  according  to  McCoy.  At  the 
graduation  ceremony  the  group  passed  out  a 
flyer  that  addressed  a  number  of  issues,  in¬ 
cluding  financial  aid,  curriculum  deficien¬ 
cies,  failure  to  recruit  and  retain  diverse 
students,  staff  and  faculty,  and  the  lack  of 
resources  for  disabled  students.  The  group 
urged  alumni  to  withhold  donations  to  the 
college  until  its  demands  were  met. 

According  to  McCoy,  the  emotional  high 
of  graduation  and  Lorde’s  address  have 
been  followed  by  the  usual  summer  dispersal 
of  students,  but  he  emphasized  that  the  ac¬ 
tivist  students  will  resume  their  efforts  in  the 
fall.  Hired  by  Oberlin  to  coordinate  Black 
student  activities,  McCoy  said  he  looks  for¬ 
ward  to  continuing  to  work  with  the  groups 
he  helped  form  as  a  student. 

Talped  Mohanty  also  told  GCN  that 
Lorde’s  participation  in  the  graduation  had 
left  lingering  inspiration.  “Listening  to 
what  she  had  to  say  makes  me  realize  the 
fundamental  value  of  trying  to  transform 
knowledges  and  to  do  that  work  in  the 
American  Academy.  For  myself  and  my  col¬ 
leagues  who  have  had  moments  of  cynicism 
about  what  it  means  to  be  teaching  in  a  place 
that  has  veered  so  much  to  the  right,  the  fact 
that  the  students  wanted  to  hear  Audre 
Lorde  and  that  she  gave  the  kind  of  talk  that 
she  did  about  change  and  revolution  makes 
me  feel  I’m  in  the  right  profession.” 

Note:  The  text  of  Lorde’s  Oberlin  com¬ 
mencement  speech  will  appear  in  an  upcom¬ 
ing  issue  of  GCN. 

□  filed  from  Boston 

Gay  bashing 

Continued  from  page  3 

and  increased  violence  are  not  mutually  ex¬ 
clusive.  Maybe,  in  fact,  the  further  we  move 
ahead,  the  more  the  violence  will  continue  to 
increase,”  he  said. 

Berrill  drew  a  parallel  to  the  Black  civil 
rights  movement  in  the  early  1960s.  At  the 
same  time  that  a  “consensus  emerged  that 
segregation  was  wrong  and  ought  to  be  il¬ 
legal,  Black  civil  rights  leader  were  being 
assassinated  and  Black  churches  were  being 
bombed.”  As  progress  occurred,  a  “back¬ 
lash  was  going  on,”  said  Berrill. 

“It’s  no  coincidence  that  the  worst 
number  of  physical  assaults  reported  to  us 
every  year  are  from  New  York  City  and  San 
Francisco,  cities  both  identified  as  very 
tolerant  and  progressive  —  good  places  for 
gay  people  to  be,  yet  places  where  levels  of 
anti-gay  violence  are  probably  higher  than 
they  are  in  most  places.” 

The  1988  report  advocates  an  end  to  “si¬ 
lence  and  neglect  that  still  characterizes  the 
official  response  to  anti-gay  violence.” 

“The  violence  issue  probably  is  one  of  the 
most  powerful  issues  we  have  going  for  us,” 
Berrill  added,  calling  it  a  key  “stepping 
stone”  to  improved  legislation  and  services. 
He  pointed  to  progress  at  various  colleges 
during  1988  as  an  examples  saying,  “Groups 
at  the  University  of  Massachusetts,  Rutgers 
University,  and  Vassar  College  documented 
the  incidents  of  harassment  and  brought 
them  to  the  attention  of  administrators.  It 
precipitated  a  whole  needs-assessment  for 
lesbians,  gays,  and  bisexuals  on  campus  and 
is  leading  to  training  for  staff,  hiring  of  peo¬ 
ple  to  work  as  advocates  for  gay  people 
[there].  It  was  the  violence  issue  that  got  the 
momentum  going  for  a  whole  host  of 
changes  on  those  campuses.  I  think  it’s  a 
kind  of  microcosm  of  what  we  can  do  with 
this  issue  at  the  local,  state,  and  national 
levels.”  □ 
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STONEWALL 

STORIES 

PART  I  OF  II 

Stonewall  Stories  continue  on  pages  16,  17,  19,  21  and  23.  Watch  for  additional  stories  and 
first  person  accounts  in  the  June  25  issue.  Contact  the  features  department  for  submission 
information. 


They  lost  that  wounded 
look  that  fags  all  had  ten 
years  ago’ 

Stonewall:  myth  and  reality 


By  Michael  Bronski 

Several  years  ago  I  was  standing  at  Gay 
Pride  listening  to  the  speeches  and  the 
Emcee  stated  in  a  strong,  vibrant  voice: 
“Today  we  celebrate  the  Stonewall  Riots, 
when  a  group  of  drag  queens  in  New  York 
City  fought  back  against  the  police  and 
claimed  their  rights.  Many  gay  people  died 
that  night....”  Well,  no,  not  a  single  person 
died  in  the  riots  as  far  as  we  know.  But  like 
all  great  historical  moments,  the  Stonewall 
Riots  exist  in  both  myth  and  reality.  No  one 
can  underestimate  the  power  that  the  Riots 
have  had  upon  the  popular  and  political  im¬ 
agination  of  gay  people.  We  have  enshrined 
the  word  —  STONEWALL  —  in  our  vocab¬ 
ulary  and  it  has  come  to  mean  political  resis¬ 
tance  and  personal  freedom,  it  has  been  a 
rallying  cry  as  well  as  a  source  of  solace  in 
hard  times.  While  just  getting  the  basic  facts 
straight  is  a  good  thing,  an  examination  of 


Truscott  IV  were  also  inside.  Apparently  the 
cops  in  the  Stonewall  got  panicky  and 
threatened  the  crowd  from  inside  the  locked 
door.  One  of  the  street  queens  punched  in 
the  plywood  window  of  the  bar  and  poured 
in  some  lighter  fluid  which  he  lit  with  a 
match.  Police  cars  arrived  on  the  scene  at 
this  point  and  everything  stopped.  The 
whole  event  lasted  45  minutes.  By  the  time 
the  cops  had  left,  there  was  a  sign  up  an¬ 
nouncing  that  the  bar  would  be  open  Satur¬ 
day  night. 

As  a  crowd  gathered  outside  the  bar  the 
next  evening,  the  mood  was  festive.  Queens 
were  holding  hands  and  making  jokes.  The 
police  were  chasing  people  away,  but  the 
crowd  was  in  a  good  mood;  they  were  defi¬ 
ant,  but  not  as  angry  as  the  night  before. 
Every  now  and  then  there  were  cries  of 
“Gay  Power.”  The  next  night,  Sunday, 


the  realities  and  myths  surrounding  the  riots 
and  the  immediate  time  after  tells  us  a  great 
deal  about  the  beginnings  of  the  post-Stone- 
wall  gay  movements,  as  well  as  the  move¬ 
ments  today. 

One  of  the  most  prevalant  myths  is  that 
there  was  a  single  Stonewall  Riot  which  was 
occasioned  when  the  New  York  police  ha¬ 
rassed  the  clientele  of  the  Stonewall  Inn  on 
Christopher  Street  in  Greenwich  Village  on 
the  night  of  Friday,  June  27,  1969.  There 
were  actually  three  nights  of  street  action  — 
Friday,  Saturday  and  Sunday  —  which 
started  when  the  police  raided  the  Stonewall 
(which  was  not  actually  a  bar  but  operated 
as  a  private  club)  for  selling  liquor  without  a 
license.  After  the  police  put  the  doorman, 
the  bartender  and  three  drag  queens  in  the 
paddy  wagon  the  crowd  became  raucous. 
Calling  the  officers  “Pigs,”  and  “Faggot 
cops,”  queens  started  throwing  pennies, 
then  quarters  and  finally  bottles  at  them. 
Deputy  Inspector  Seymour  Pine  and  Deputy 
Inspector  Smyth  (who  seems  to  have  no  first 
name  in  the  news  reports)  and  some  other 
police  barricaded  themselves  inside  the  bar 
until  reinforcements  could  arrive.  Village 
Voice  reporters  Howard  Smith  and  Lucian 


there  was  a  new  feeling  in  the  air.  The  Tac¬ 
tical  Police  Force  was  there,  but  so  were  the 
queens  —  some  looking  for  trouble,  some 
just  making  their  presence  felt.  Poet  Allen 
Ginsberg  came  by  and  commented  to  the  re¬ 
porter  from  the  Village  Voice,  “You  know, 
the  guys  there  were  so  beautiful  —  they’ve 
lost  that  wounded  look  the  fags  all  had  ten 
years  ago....” 

Stonewall  has  come  to  symbolize  and  sig¬ 
nify  Gay  Liberation  and  many  people  think 
that  it  was  the  absolute  beginning  of  the 
movement.  But  there  were  actually  many 
groups  in  existence  before  the  Riots. 
Generally  calling  themselves  “homophile” 
organizations,  these  groups  included  the 
Mattachine  Society,  The  Homophile  Youth 
Movement,  The  Student  Homophile 
League,  and  Society  for  Individual  Rights, 
as  well  as  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  They  provid¬ 
ed  social  and  political  structures,  the  latter 
of  which  extended  to  giving  legal  advice  and 
bringing  suits  against  discrimination.  The 
magazine  ONE  won,  in  1959,  a  major  case 
before  the  Supreme  Court  to  allow  homo- 
sexually-oriented  material  through  the  mail. 
The  homophile  movement  even  approached 
gay  rights  on  an  international  level  when 


Mattachine  members  picketed  the  UN  in 
1965  with  signs  claiming  “CUBA’S 
GOVERNMENT  PERSECUTES  HOMO¬ 
SEXUALS  —  US  GOVERNMENT  BEAT 
THEM  TO  IT”  and  “JEWS  TO  CONCEN¬ 
TRATION  CAMPS  UNDER  NAZIS, 
HOMOSEXUALS  TO  WORK  CAMPS 
UNDER  CASTRO  —  IS  THE  US  MUCH 
BETTER?”  And  although  the  first  explicit¬ 
ly  sexual  gay  newspaper  —  Gay  —  appeared 
in  New  York  in  November  of  1969  —  there 
were  gay  and  lesbian  magazines,  most 
notable  The  Mattachine  Review  and  ONE 
and  the  lesbian  magazine  The  Ladder  — 
years  before. 

What  Stonewall  did  was  give  a  focus  to 
the  street  discontent  building  in  urban 
centers.  It  capitalized  on  the  mode  of 
organizing  and  street  action  associated  with 
the  Black  Power  movement  —  the  slogan 
GAY  POWER  was  clearly  taken  from  the 
language  of  Black  organizers  —  and  also 
dovetailed  neatly  into  the  more  youthful 
counterculture,  student  movements,  and 
New  Left  sentiment.  Stonewall  made  it  all 
right  to  be  angry  and  gave  a  public  image  — 
at  once  sassy,  energetic  and  rightfully  angry 

—  to  a  movement  and  a  feeling  which  had 
existed  for  a  long  time. 

Many  people  who  hear  about  gay  libera¬ 
tion,  or  who  are  just  coming  out,  seem  to 
think  there  is  such  a  thing  as  a  “gay  move¬ 
ment.”  Even  many  of  us  who  have  been 
around,  and  involved,  for  years  have  the  no¬ 
tion  that  Stonewall  engendered  a  movement 
which  only,  after  time,  began  to  split  apart 
and  take  on  diverse  agendas.  The  fact  of  the 
matter  was  that  within  only  a  week  after  the 
riots  New  York’s  gay  scene  was  already  fill¬ 
ed  with  political  controversy,  and,  it  seems, 
a  lack  of  any  clear  agenda. 

The  first  organizing  act  to  occur  was  a 
leaflet  produced  by  the  Homophile  Youth 
Movement  urging  lesbians  and  gay  men  to 
boycott  the  Stonewall  Inn  and  all  other  gay 
bars  which  functioned  by  being  part  of  a 
syndicate-run  monopoly  (including  con¬ 
stant  police  payoffs  whenever  they  wanted 
to).  The  leaflet  called  for  gay-owned  and  -run 
bars  with  a  healthy  atmosphere  and  a  letter 
campaign  to  the  recently  elected,  and  rather 
liberal,  Mayor  John  Lindsay.  The  New 
York  Mattachine  Newsletter  wrote  that  the 
Stonewall  was  raided  because  it  catered  to 
the  least  enfranchised  of  the  gay  community 

—  drags  and  homeless  gay  teens  and  youth. 
They  also  pointed  out  that  the  bar  was  a 
firetrap  and  existed  to  make  money,  not  to 
serve  the  gay  community.  Such  feelings  were 
odd  for  the  Mattachine  Society,  which  once 
had  radical  leanings  but  at  this  point  was 
willing  to  play  to  the  more  respectable  seg¬ 
ments  of  the  community. 

It  was,  however,  the  Mattachine  Action 
Committee  —  run  by  Martha  Shelley  and 
Michael  Brown  —  that  originally  took  the 
lead  in  organizing  the  energy  generated  by 
Stonewall.  Soon  the  views  of  the  committee 
and  the  society  became  too  divergent  and  on 
July  1 6  the  committee  called  for  a  communi¬ 
ty  meeting  to  discuss  “Gay  Power.”  The 
split  within  Mattachine  —  at  least  philo¬ 
sophically  —  finally  appeared  real  and  al¬ 
though  there  was  a  second  Mattachine  Ac¬ 
tion  Committee,  the  real  breakthrough  in 
organizing  came  on  Thursday,  July  31, 
when  an  independent  group  of  women  and 
men  met  at  the  Alternative  U.  and  formed 
what  was  to  be  the  Gay  Liberation  Front 
(GLF).  Somewhat  disdainful  of  what  they 
saw  as  the  mainstream  inaction  of  such 
groups  as  DOB  and  Mattachine,  the  Gay 
Liberation  Front  viewed  itself  as  radical,  a 
multi-front  organization  with  no  real  power 
structure  and  a  commitment  to  social 
change  through  political  action  and  con¬ 
sciousness  raising.  But  GLF  was  not  for 
everyone  and  within  less  than  four  months 
Gay  Activists  Alliance  (GAA)  was  formed. 
More  focused  on  legislative  change  and 
bringing  discrimination  cases  to  court,  but 
also  interested  in  political  street  actions  — 
called  zaps  —  GAA  combined  some  of  the 
mainstream  concerns  of  the  older  homo¬ 
phile  groups  with  the  new  activism  of  GLF. 
Within  a  year  they  also  opened  the 
Firehouse  —  a  building  to  the  east  of  the 
West  Village  —  as  a  political  and  cultural 
center  for  the  gay  and  lesbian  community. 

Clearly  all  of  this  was  a  result  of 
Stonewall,  and  even  though  the  various 
groups  seemed  to  be  constantly  at  odds  with 
one  another,  they  formed  the  basis  for  much 
of  the  gay  organizing  to  happen  over  the 
next  20  years.  It  is  both  a  sobering  and  an 
encouraging  thought  that  differences  of  pol¬ 
itic,  opinion  and  tactic  have  always  been  rife 
in  the  gay  movement.  Our  strength,  rather 
than  our  failures,  lies  in  our  diversity,  no 
matter  how  difficult  that  may  seem  at  times. 

The  Gay  Liberation  Movement  —  in  its 
broadest  sense  —  has  had  a  tremendous  ef¬ 
fect  on  the  lives  of  all  gay  people.  Increased 
public  visibility,  discussions  in  the  media 
Continued  on  page  16 
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Racism  and 
remembering 


Vivian  Carlo 

I  was  in  Chicago  in  ’69  and  I  was  just 
about  to  come  out.  It  was  in  ’69  that  I  first 
got  cruised  and  knew  it.  I  was  with  a  gay 
male  friend  of  mine  at  a  concert  and  he  said 
this  woman  was  cruising  me.  I  looked  at  her 
and  I  knew  what  he  meant. 

I  can  remember  being  moved  when  I 
heard  about  Stonewall  and  the  Gay  Libera¬ 
tion  Front  in  New  York.  There  were  so 
many  movements  at  that  time:  women 
working  for  liberation,  the  anti-war  move¬ 
ment,  the  anti-draft  movement,  the  civil 
rights  movement,  the  ecology  movement.  It 
was  an  intense  and  important  time,  not  only 
for  gay  people  but  for  straight  people  active 
in  social  change. 

Hearing  that  the  Stonewall  rioters  were 
primarily  Black  and  Puerto  Rican  transves¬ 
tites  makes  Stonewall  even  more  moving  to 
me.  It  also  reminds  me  of  the  fact  that  the 
protests  during  the  Vietnam  War  that  got  at¬ 
tention  were  the  protests  of  white  people  for 
white  people.  We  didn’t  hear  very  much 
back  then  about  the  fact  that  a  lot  of  the 
G.I.s  were  Black  and  Puerto  Rican.  I  think 
about  the  Black  students  that  were  killed  at 
Jackson  State  a  week  after  Kent  State  —  we 
never  hear  about  Jackson  State,  but  we  still 
hear  all  about  Kent  State.  It  all  goes  back  to 
racism.  And  it  angers  and  depresses  me  that 
we  still  have  so  far  to  travel  and  that  we’re 
still  so  divided  from  ourselves. 

It  behooves  us  to  realize  that  if  Stonewall 
is  to  have  a  real  meaning  and  if  we  are  to  live 
in  a  way  that  shows  we  were  inspired  by  it, 
we  need  to  portray  it  accurately.  We  need  to 
create  a  world  in  which  we  can  remember  it 
as  accurately  as  possible. 

Vivian  Carlo  is  a  Puerto  Rican  woman  who 
is  committed  to  her  lifestyle.  She  embraces  a 
vision  of  diversity  and  works  towards  that 
goal  in  every  aspect  of  her  life. 

Imagining  Stonewall 
at  age  27 

Colin  Robinson 

Although  there’s  long  been  a  Black  gay 
community,  I  also  know  that  mine  is  the 
first  generation  to  come  out  into  an  already 
organized  autonomous  Black  lesbian/gay 
movement.  Thdt  that  reality,  which  I  take  so 
much  for  granted,  continues  to  be  so  breath¬ 
taking  to  older  Black  lesbians  and  gay  men  is 
too  difficult  for  me  to  imagine.  I  have  little 
difficulty  imagining  oppression  and 
homophobia.  But  to  imagine  the  absence  of 
the  kind  of  community  which  defines  my 
primary  identity  requires  a  feat  of  con- 
Continued  on  page  1 7 


Were  there 
lesbians  at 
Stonewall? 

Journalist  Lucian  Truscott’s  eyewit¬ 
ness  account  in  the  July  3,  1969  Village 
Voice  includes  a  mention  of  a  lesbian  at 
the  Stonewall  Inn  during  the  first  night 
of  the  riots: 

Suddenly  the  paddywagon  and  the 
mood  of  the  crowd  changed.  Three  of  the 
more  blatant  queens  —  in  full  drag  —  were 
loaded  inside,  along  with  the  bartender 
and  doorman,  to  a  chorus  of  catcalls  and 
boos  from  the  crowd.  A  cry  went  up  to 
push  the  paddywagon  over,  but  it  drove 
away  before  anything  could  happen.  With 
its  exit,  the  action  waned  momentarily. 
The  next  person  to  come  out  was  a  dyke, 
and  she  put  up  a  struggle  —  from  car  door 
to  car  again... 

Shortly  thereafter,  writes  Truscott, 
“[T]he  scene  became  explosive.  Limp 
wrists  were  forgotten...” 

Some  writers  analyzing  Stonewall  have 
explicitly  credited  the  (as  yet  unnamed) 
lesbian  with  sparking  the  riot  with  her 
resistance  to  the  cops.  Still  others  make 
no  mention  of  this  dyke.  If  any  readers 
have  information  about  the  lesbian  pres¬ 
ence  at  Stonewall  or  lack  thereof,  please 
give  the  GCN  Features  Dept,  a  call. 

□  Stephanie  Poggi 


Those  who  were 
ridiculed  the  most 
risked  the  most 


Non-Indians  forget 
whose  land  this  is 

Randy  Burns 

In  ’69  1  was  living  in  rural  Nevada  on  a 
reservation.  You  didn’t  get  much  media  on 
the  reservation  and  I  didn’t  hear  about 
Stonewall. 

When  I  think  about  it  now,  I  think  that  we 
have  come  a  long  way,  but  we  have  a  long 
ways  to  go  —  in-house.  The  leadership  in 
the  gay  movement  is  still  very  white  and  ex¬ 
clusionary.  Non-Indians  —  in  this  case, 
whites  —  will  often  not  deal  with  racism. 
I’m  also  tired  of  hearing  things  portrayed  as 
having  to  do  with  Black  and  white,  with 
sometimes  a  mention  of  Latino.  What  about 
American  Indian,  Asian/Pacific  Islander? 
People  say  to  me  when  I  bring  this  up, 
“There  he  goes  again.”  But  I’m  going  to 
keep  doing  it  until  you  include  us.  When  I 
speak  I  let  people  know  that  I  am  American 
Indian  and  that  I  do  not  represent  all  In¬ 
dians. 

In  San  Francisco,  the  gay  Indian  com¬ 
munity  is  providing  AIDS  education  and 
services  to  our  community;  we’re  caring  for 
20  people  who  have  AIDS/ARC.  We’re 
tired  of  telling  the  big  AIDS  service  groups 
to  hire  more  racially  diverse  staff  members, 
but  we  still  need  more  cultural  sensitivity. 

So,  I’m  very  proud  of  what  took  place  20 
years  ago  and  the  fact  that  it  was  drag 
queens  of  color  who  started  the  Stonewall 
riots.  But  as  Indians  say  sometimes,  non- 
Indians  tend  to  forget  whose  land  this  is.  As 
lesbians  and  gay  men,  we  can’t  repeat  this 
mistake. 

Randy  Burns  (Northern  Paiute )  is  a  co¬ 
founder  of  Gay  American  Indians  in  San 
Francisco  and  a  community  organizer. 


Joan  Nestle 

I  was  in  the  streets  the  night  after 
Stonewall.  My  first  impression  was  that  the 
streets  belonged  to  us.  There  were  bar¬ 
ricades  up.  There  was  a  sense  that  the  world 
had  been  turned  around  in  some  ways.  The 
Village  was  a  different  place  from  that  point 


The  fledgling  lesbos 
of  Bread  and  Roses 

Tess  Ewing 


on. 

The  only  danger  about  Stonewall  is  to 
think  that  it  marks  the  beginning  of  lesbian 
and  gay  people  fighting  back,  which  is  not 
the  truth.  It  has  become  its  own  monument 
now,  and  I  think  that’s  important,  but  the 
monument  should  look  both  ways.  It  should 
look  both  to  what  came  before  Stonewall 
and  what  Stonewall  made  possible  later. 
What  came  before  was  a  private  courage 
that  at  different  times  erupted  into  public 
stances.  I’m  talking  here  about  the 
homophile  movements  before  Stonewall 
and  just  the  simple  act  of  people  holding 
hands  on  the  streets  in  the  early  ’60s  and  go¬ 
ing  to  the  bars  and  clubs  in  the  ’40s. 
Stonewall  was  not  the  first  time  that  gay 
people  took  on  the  state.  But  it  was  such  a 
dramatic  expression.  And  it  was  done  by  the 
most  marginal  of  our  people,  who  had  no 
thought  that  there  would  be  anyone  to  pro¬ 
tect  them.  I  think  that’s  the  most  important 
thing  to  remember,  that  those  who  had  been 
ridiculed  the  most  risked  the  most  —  their 
lives  —  to  fight  back.  I  think  there  will  be 
many  Stonewalls  in  our  history,  which  is  a 
history  to  be  very  proud  of. 

Joan  Nestle  is  the  cofounder  of  the  Lesbian 
Herstory  Archives  in  New  York  and  author 
of  A  Restricted  Country. 


I  didn’t  even  hear  about  Stonewall  until  a 
year  after  it  happened.  It  was  the  Women’s 
Liberation  Movement  that  first  gave  me  the 
impetus  and  the  freedom  to  begin  to  ques¬ 
tion  sex  roles.  Bread  and  Roses,  “an 
autonomous  Women’s  Liberation  organiza¬ 
tion”  in  Boston  organized  women  in  con¬ 
sciousness-raising  collectives,  demonstrated 
for  the  right  to  abortion  and  an  end  to  the 
Vietnam  War,  and  held  “ogle-in’s”  to  give 
men  a  dose  of  their  own  medicine.  We  also 
held  regular  Saturday  morning  open  discus¬ 
sion  groups  on  sexuality.  It  was  all  pretty 
straight,  but  the  discussion  groups  got  the 
ball  tolling. 

And  then  Bread  and  Roses  provided  the 
context  for  other  subversive  stimuli:  Mary 
Damon,  who  was  the  first  out  lesbian  in 
Bread  and  Roses,  wrote  a  “Letter  to  My 
Sisters”  which  criticized  B  &  R’s  lack  of  sup¬ 
port  for  lesbians;  The  Rat,  an  alternative 
newspaper  from  New  York  that  had  been 
taken  over  by  Women’s  Liberation  and 
always  had  articles  on  “Gay  Women’s  Lib¬ 
eration,”  as  we  all  called  it,  was  always 
around;  and  there  was  1 1  Suffolk  Street,  a 
house  where  three  lesbians  lived  and  many 
others  socialized. 

I’m  not  sure  when  I  first  heard  of 
Stonewall,  sometime  in  late  spring  or  early 
summer  of  1970.  But  I  know  what  it  meant 
Continued  on  page  16 


The  messiest 

Charley  Shively 

My  greatest  joy  is  to  have  been  alive  in  the 
’60s;  my  greatest  sorrow'  is  to  have  witnessed 
the  loss  of  revolutionary  joy  and  love  that 
was  then  shared.  The  winds  of  change  came 
from  Africa,  Cuba,  Vietnam;  the  changes 
there  discredited  the  establishment  here. 
Blacks,  women,  Latinos,  Native  Americans 
found  inspiration  and  strength  from  the 
uprisings  around  the  world;  and  we  faced  an 
establishment  which  had  lost  all  credibility. 

Into  this  opening  of  freedom.  Stonewall 
called  us  to  revolution;  the  Gay  Liberation 
Fronts  took  their  name  from  the  liberation 
fronts  in  Algeria  and  Vietnam.  I  first  read 
about  Stonewall  in  IVIN  magazine  (a  radical 
counter-culture  part  of  the  War  Resister’s 
League);  1  attended  the  Student  Homophile 
meetings  here  in  Boston  in  March  of  1970. 
But  the  great  turning  point  in  my  activism 
came  after  the  assassinations  at  Kent  State. 
My  lover  said  at  dinner:  “Your  agitating 
killed  those  students.”  I  took  all  the  dishes, 
the  food  and  everything  on  the  table  and 
threw  them  at  him;  the  cup  of  yogurt  was  the 
messiest.  After  that  I  never  turned  back. 

Charley  Shively  is  a  professor  at  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Massachusetts  and  author  of  the 
soon-to-be-published  Cocksucking  as  an 
Act  of  Revolution. 

Opening  up  the 
world 

Audre  Lorde 

I  think  I  was  in  Rhode  Island  visiting  my 
lover  Frances  in  June  of  1969.  There  are  two 
things  I  remember  about  that  summer. 


*  Homosexuals  who 
call  themselves 

gay’ 

Sterling  Stowell 

I  remember  hearing  about  Judy  Garland’s 
funeral,  but  I  don’t  remember  hearing 
about  Stonewall.  I  was  about  12  in  ’69  and 
that  was  about  the  time  that  I  began  to  rec¬ 
ognize  my  gay  feelings.  I  remember  an  arti¬ 
cle  at  that  time,  probably  in  Life  magazine, 
about  “homosexuals  who  call  themselves 
gay.”  And  at  the  school  1  went  to  in  Boston, 
kids  would  ask  each  other,  “Are  you  gay?” 
The  kids  who  didn’t  know  what  “gay”  was 
starting  to  mean  would  say,  “Yeah,  I’m 
gay.  I’m  pretty  happy  today.”  And  the 
other  kids  would  say,  “Well  then,  you  must 
be  homosexual.” 

1  do  remember  the  gay  pride  marches  in 
the  early  ’70s.  They  gave  me  a  sense  that 
there  was  a  community,  that  being  gay 
didn’t  just  mean  wearing  a  raincoat  and  get¬ 
ting  arrested.  Stonewall  and  those  marches 
came  at  a  time  when  I  was  first  starting  to  see 
positive  things  about  being  gay.  There  had 
been  so  little  out  there  to  latch  onto.  I 
remember  a  television  movie  in  ’72  called 
“That  Certain  Summer.”  Every  so  often 
there  might  be  a  mention  on  another  show 
like  Maude  or  All  in  the  Family. 

Now  when  I  think  about  Stonewall  I  think 
of  it  as  the  point  when  the  gay  movement 
went  from  being  a  quasi-underground  community 
to  proclaiming  ourselves  openly.  1  identify 
as  a  queen  so  I  also  feel  a  kinship  with  the 
queens  that  were  involved.  The  people  who 
were  most  visible  and  couldn’t  hide  led  the 
movement. 

Sterling  Stowell  has  been  the  adult  advisor 
of  BAGLY  (Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth)  for  nine  years.  He  is  also  the 
office  manager  at  GLAD  (Gay  and  Lesbian 


There  was  the  moon  walk.  And  there  was 
Stonewall.  I  just  thought  it  was  wonderful. 
There  was  a  kind  of  excitement  in  my  bones. 
I  knew  things  would  never  be  quite  the  same 
in  terms  of  lesbian  and  gay  visibility.  As  a 
Black  lesbian,  my  feeling  about  what  that 
would  mean  in  my  life  was  much  more 
ritualistic  than  actual.  You  have  to 
remember  in  1969  I  was  very  involved  in  the 
Civil  Rights  struggle,  very  involved  in  the 
Black  Power  struggle.  That  was  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  Women’s  Liberation.  I  thought: 
how  will  this  play  itself  out  in  my  life  as  a 
Black  lesbian  with  children? 

When  Stonewall  happened  it  was  part  of  a 
whole  tide  of  opening  up  the  world  to  those 
of  us  who  actually  lived  in  it,  which  came  to 
be  part  of  a  general  revolution  of  people. 
But  it  was  the  kind  of  revolution  that  had 
never  happened  before.  Stonewall  felt  like  a 
piece  of  it;  it  had  the  potential  of  real  genu¬ 
ine  change.  Change  in  New  York,  change  in 
the  world,  change  in  the  United  States. 

Audre  Lorde  is  a  Black  feminist  lesbian 
poet,  warrior,  and  mother.  She  holds  the 
Thomas  Hunter  chair  at  Hunter  College  in 
New  York  City,  and  is  the  author  of  13 
books. 


Advocates  and  Defenders)  and  he  works 
with  the  Outreach  Institute,  a  professional 
organization  dealing  with  education  and  in¬ 
formation  on  gender  issues. 

The  gayristocrats 

Steven  Rose 

I  remember  going  to  meetings  in  ’78  in 
Providence  to  plan  for  the  first  Gay/Les¬ 
bian  March  on  Washington  in  ’79.  Some 
people  were  saying  “We  want  to  be  just  like 
everybody  else”  and  other  people  were  say¬ 
ing,  “We  have  to  remember  Stonewall.  We 
have  to  remember  the  drag  queens  and  les¬ 
bians  on  motorcycles.”  I  was  a  college  stu¬ 
dent  then,  and  I  didn’t  realize  that  ten  years 
later,  many  of  us  would  be  denied  access  to 
what  we  need  to  live.  But  the  truth  is  that  the 
gayristocrats,  as  I  call  them,  have  become 
“like  everybody  else.”  And  they’re  tramp¬ 
ling  their  own,  they’re  trampling  PWAs. 

There’s  this  image  that  PWAs  are  being 
taken  care  of,  but  those  people  sitting  in  the 
Continued  on  page  1 7 


Campaign  against  anti-gay  ‘Village  Voice’ 


That  look 
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and  the  now  casual  occurence  of  women  and 
men  admitting  and  celebrating  their  homo¬ 
sexuality  has  helped  innumerable  people 
come  out  and  deal  with  their  sexuality.  But 
the  Stonewall  Riots,  and  to  some  degree  the 
early  movement  groups,  were  not  particu¬ 
larly  representative  of  alt  homosexuals.  It 
has  become  somewhat  fashionable  to  talk 
about  the  “lesbians  and  gay  men”  at  Stone¬ 
wall,  although  there  are  surprisingly  few 
written  accounts  of  exactly  who  was  there. 
The  common  presumption  is  that  the  crowd 
was  mostly  male  and  white,  even  though  gay 
historian  John  D’Emilio  mentions  in  Sexual 
Politics,  Sexual  Communities  that 
Stonewall  patrons  “tended  to  be  young  and 
non-white.”  The  Black  and  Puerto  Rican k 
drags  and  hustlers  have  been  written  out  of 
gay  history.  It  is  probably  a  safe  bet  to  say 
that  there  were  few  women  there  —  lesbians 
had  their  own  bars  and  although  there  were 
some  mixed  watering  holes,  the  Stonewall 
does  not  seem  to  have  been  one  of  them. 

The  meetings  that  took  place  after  the 
riots  seem  to  have  been  almost  exclusively 
white,  and  did  not  include  drag  queens, 
hustlers  or  transvestites.  At  the  meetings  of 
the  GLF  I  attended  in  the  fall  of  1969,  Mar¬ 
cia  Johnson  and  Sylvia  Rivera  —  members 
of  Street  Transvestite  Action  Revolutionar¬ 
ies  (STAR)  and  respectively  Black  and 
Latina  —  were  exceptions  to  the  norm.  Dur¬ 
ing  this  time,  many  lesbians  were  very  active 
in  the  women’s  movement  and  in  groups 
such  as  Radicalesbians,  which  were  fueled 
more  by  the  ideology  of  women’s  liberation 
than  gay  liberation.  The  same  is  true  of 
many  Black  women  and  men  who  chose  to 
work  with  clearly  defined  Black  movement 
groups,  leaving  the  mostly  white  gay  libera- 
tionists  to  deal  with  their  racism.  We  have 
come  a  long  way  since  then  in  attempting  to 
form  a  movement  which  will  include  diversi¬ 
ty  as  one  of  its  high  priorities.  But  I  think  it 
is  ironic,  that  those  street  kids,  hustlers  and 
drag  queens  fighting  in  the  street  at  Stone¬ 
wall  might  very  well  not  be  welcomed  in  our 
contemporary  movement.  1  can’t  imagine 
them  at  a  Human  Rights  Campaign  Fund 
dinner  or  on  the  board  of  Gay  Men’s  Health 
Crisis  or  AIDS  Action  Committee.  Or,  for 
that  matter,  at  Gay  Community  News  itself 

—  although  drags  with  their  second-hand 
finery  and  street-wise  mentality  calling  one 
another  “Miss  Bitch”  around  the  office 
would  be  refreshing. 

Stonewall  —  both  the  reality  and  the  myth 

—  is  a  vital  part  of  our  movement.  No  mat¬ 
ter  what  actually  happened  on  those  nights, 
or  who  was  there,  or  who  was  organizing 
within  those  first  weeks  it  is  the  idea  of 
Stonewall  —  the  specter  of  rebellion  and 
freedom  which  still  keeps  it  going.  When  1 
think  about  Stonewall,  and  all  of  those 
meetings  in  those  early  days  (and  all  of  the 
meetings,  endless  meetings,  since)  I  always 
recall  something  that  happened  late  in  the 
fall  of  1969. 1  was  coming  back  from  a  GLF 
meeting  on  a  mostly  empty  train  and  sitting 
across  from  me  and  my  friends  was  an  elder¬ 
ly,  very  well  dressed,  rather  fragile  looking 
man;  he  might  have  been  a  vicar  in  an  Eng¬ 
lish  novel.  He  was  holding  a  newspaper  in 
front  of  him  and  as  he  dozed  off  for  a  mo¬ 
ment  —  it  must  have  been  1:30  a.m.  —  the 
paper  slipped  to  reveal  a  copy  of  the  newly 
published  Gay  Power  (which  featured 
movement  news  and  naked  men  in  perfectly 
compatible  union). 


As  his  New  York  Times  fell  to  the  floor  he 
woke  with  a  start  and  realized  that  Gay 
Power  had  exposed  him  to  those  sitting 
across  the  subway  car.  He  was  panicked  for 
a  second,  but  then  saw  us  smiling  at  him. 
With  a  sheepish  grin,  he  picked  up  his 
paper,  covered  his  copy  of  Gay  Power  and 
continued  reading.  I  remember  thinking 
that  I  wished  he  had  just  tossed  the  Times 
away  and  come  out  right  there  on  the  train. 
But  in  retrospect  that  sheepish  grin  —  re¬ 
placing  that  “wounded  look  the  fags  had” 
as  Ginsberg  put  it  —  showed  how  far  we  had 
come  in  a  few  months.  That  moment  of  self¬ 
acceptance  and  connection  seemed  to  epito¬ 
mize  what  Stonewall  made  possible.  □ 

Bread 

Continued  from  centerspread 
to  me  and  the  other  fledgling  lesbos  in  Bread 
and  Roses.  It  meant  the  beginning  of  a  new 
movement  which  started,  as  all  truly  grass¬ 
roots  movements  do,  with  a  spontaneous  ex¬ 
plosion  of  pent-up  rage  from  the  oppressed 
—  not  from  respectable,  polite  door- 
knocking  or  lobbying.  It  meant  an  eman¬ 
cipatory  vision  of  Gay  Liberation,  not  just 
gay  rights,  just  as  Bread  and  Roses  stood  for 
Women’s  Liberation,  not  just  women’s 
rights.  It  meant  a  total  challenge  to  op¬ 
pressive  traditions  and  stereotypes,  a  radical 
questioning  of  sex  roles,  of  sex,  of  relation¬ 
ships.  It  meant  gender-fuck,  it  meant 
outrage  and  outrageousness. 

It  gave  us  the  push  to  form  the  first  Gay 
Women’s  Liberation  contingent  in  a  Boston 
demonstration  —  NOW’s  August  26,  1979 
march  to  commemorate  women’s  suffrage. 
Despite  the  fact  that  NOW  didn’t  want  us, 
we  were  there,  dressed  all  in  purple,  and  act¬ 
ing  as  outrageous,  as  exhilarated,  and  as 
angry  as  gay  contingents  always  have. 

Tess  Ewing  lived  in  Cambridge,  Mass,  at  the 
time  of  Stonewall  and  has  been  a  trouble¬ 
maker  all  her  life.  She  still  lives  in  Cam¬ 
bridge  and  hopes  to  continue  being  a 
troublemaker  for  the  rest  of  her  life. 

Sexual  liberation 
for  everybody 

Henry  Abelove 

In  1969,  I  was  a  grad  student  living  in 
Connecticut.  The  news  of  the  crowd  action 
against  the  police  at  the  cruise  bar  called  The 
Stonewall  Inn  reached  me  through  friends 
who  telephoned.  I  remember  that  I  was 
thrilled  to  hear  that  there  were  gay  people 
willing  to  stand  together  and  fight  in  the 
streets  for  our  right  to  be  sexual  as  we  liked. 

Twenty  years  later,  I’m  convinced  that 
sexual  liberation  for  ourselves  and  ultimate¬ 
ly  for  everybody  else,  too,  should  be  our 
movement’s  primary  goal,  and  that  we 
should  persevere  in  fighting  for  it  with  all 
our  might ,  even  at  those  times  when  the  goal 
is  unpopular  and  the  fight  is  dangerous  and 
scary. 

Henry  Abelove  teaches  history  and  les¬ 
bian  /gay  studies  at  Wesleyan  University.  He 
is  a  founding  member  of  Connecticut  ACT 
OUT. 
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sciousness,  a  challenging  categorical  shift. 

Perhaps  that  is  Stonewall’s  significance  for 

me. 

1  don’t  yet  know  enough  about  the  details 
of  the  riot  to  wonder  why  it  has  become  so 
symbolic  historically.  Did  some  pioneering 
white  gay  male  historian  say  so  once,  and 
now  it’s  become  true?  I  hear  stories  of  Black 
and  Puertorriquena  drag  queens  at  Stone¬ 
wall,  but  this  is  never  emphasized.  Who 
were  they?  What  was  the  texture  of  gay  life 
before  June,  1969?  What  was  the  nature  of 
community?  How  did  people  experience 
themselves?  How  were  the  categories  differ¬ 
ent? 

The  only  adult  identity  1  have  ever  really 
lived  is  that  of  a  Black  gay  man  in  New  York 
City.  My  relationship  to  the  male  part  of 
that  equation  is  complicated.  What’s  more 
relevant  though  is  that  it’s  always  been  dif¬ 
ficult  for  me  to  separate  the  first  two  units  in 
this  BGM  formula  from  each  other.  I 
recognize  that  in  this  respect  I  am  not 
representative  of  my  peers,  most  of  whom 
not  only  cherish  their  privilege  as  men,  but 
more  important,  prioritize  their  Blackness 
over  their  sexuality.  For  me  being  gay  is  as 
much  a  part  of  my  culture  and  identity  as  be¬ 
ing  Black.  It’s  the  relatively  recent  growth  of 
a  vibrant  network  of  Black  lesbian  and  gay 
communities  among  eastern  cities,  and  in¬ 
creasingly  in  major  cities  elsewhere,  which 
makes  it  possible  for  me  to  live  this  out. 
And,  it’s  not  only  Stonewall,  but  perhaps 
more  significantly,  Civil  Rights  and  Black 
Power,  that  make  these  middle  class  com¬ 
munities  a  reality. 

1  want  to  believe  that  among  Black  gay 
men  there  has  long  been  community  of  some 
sort,  which  has  expressed  itself  in  a  caring 
network  of  support.  I  want  to  believe  we’ve 
always  been  each  other’s  sister,  been  special 
and  kind  to  each  other,  that  that  element  of 
Black  gay  community  is  hardly  new.  Be¬ 
cause  this  kind  of  love  is  so  critical  to  our 
self-esteem,  and  so  integral  to  any  form  of 
community,  it  is  tempting  to  excavate  and 
celebrate  only  this  history,  and  to  overlook 
the  powerful  ways  in  which  our  community 
has  grown  beyond  this. 

We’ve  always  had  language,  symbols  and 
ritual.  But  now  our  culture  has  become  an 
integral  part  of  our  public  life  Gust  as  being 
Black  is  about  culture,  not  color  or  race  — 
what  is  race  anyway?  —  gayness  has  always 
been  for  me  about  culture  and  not  just  sex¬ 
uality.  Like  being  a  drag  queen  is  something 
you  live,  not  just  something  you  do.)  As  our 
culture  has  gradually  become  increasingly 
visible  and  daring,  being  Black  and  gay  has 
moved  out  of  our  bedrooms,  house  parties, 
and  the  commercial  spaces  in  which  we 
socialize,  purchase  alcohol  and  attract 
strangers.  And  some  of  us  now  live  in 
would-be  Black  gay  communities  like  Meri¬ 
dian  Hill  and  Fort  Greene.  And  often  be¬ 
cause  we  are  Black  gay  men  we  go  to  work  at 
AIDS  organizations  for  Black,  gay,  or  occa¬ 
sionally,  Black  gay  bosses.  Being  Black  and 
gay  has  become,  in  lives  like  mine,  simple 
and  everyday.  We  are  at  risk  of  losing  our 
sense  of  wonder  at  the  radical  nature  of  who 
we  are. 

It’s  so  easy  for  those  of  us,  in  New  York 
especially  in  the  particularly  insular  way  in 
which  we  see  our  selves  as  the  center  of  the 
world,  to  take  that  community  for  granted. 
To  forget  in  these  strange  political  times,  the 
fragility  of  our  gain.  Even  as  Black  people 
we  overlook  how  limited  those  gains  are  by 
class  and  geography,  and  ignore  the  real  dis- 
empowerment  of  Black  people  and  lesbian 
and  gay  people  in  cities  like  New  York  itself. 
In  the  last  year  or  so,  I’ve  begun  for  the  first 
time  to  develop  meaningful  relationships 
with  Black  gay  men  younger  than  myself. 
And  I’m  excited  by  this  chance  to  pass  on.  I 
refer  to  my  somewhat  younger  brothers  who 
are  20  and  under  as  “the  generation  of 
Stonewall.”  And  now,  what  becomes 
breathtaking  for  me  is  to  see  young  men 
come  out  into  bold  and  affirmative  iden¬ 
tities  as  Black  gay  men.  And  I  regain  my 
sense  of  wonder  seeing  how  much  farther 
they  have  come,  how  natural  a  possibility 
gayness  is  for  them,  something  that  did  not 
come  as  easily  for  me. 

I  imagine  that  in  the  contemporary  Black 
gay  community  there  is  much  more  support 
than  before  for  Black  men  loving  Black 
men.  And  that  relationships  are  less 
dominated  by  power,  class,  and  sexuality.  I 
want  to  believe  that  in  1989  we  are  more  of  a 
family,  as  I  see  young  Black  gay  men  nur¬ 
tured  in  organizations  like  Other  Countries 
and  Gay  Men  of  African  Descent.  It’s  not 
only  the  work  we  have  done  in  building 
Black  gay  institutions  that  is  responsible  for 
this.  There  is  increased  visibility  of  gay  im¬ 


ages  in  the  media  as  a  result  of  the  work  of 
the  lesbian  and  gay  movement  in  general, 
and  in  particular,  because  of  AIDS. 

However,  20  years  after  Black  and  Puerto 
Rican  drag  queens  led  Stonewall,  the  notion 
of  the  lesbian  and  gay  community  is  no  less 
elusive  than  the  notion  of  America.  AIDS 
has  raised  the  consciousness  of  many  white 
lesbians  and  gay  men  about  the  relationship 
between  different  forms  of  oppression.  But 
like  America,  the  result  has  been  an  attempt 
to  throw  all  oppression  into  one  melting  pot. 
In  the  Black  gay  community  we  think  “we 
too  have  a  long  way  to  go”  to  improve  inclu¬ 
sion,  especially  across  class,  gender  and  sex¬ 
uality.  I  worry,  too,  that  as  we  move  more 
and  more  into  a  community  of  our  own, 
young  people  may  become  more  insular.  I 
regret  the  extent  to  which  I  pitched  myself 
early  on  into  Black  gay  activity,  to  the  detri¬ 
ment  of  other  areas  of  personal  develop¬ 
ment,  and  more  culturally  diverse  ex¬ 
periences.  I’ve  neglected  my  Caribbean 
identity,  which  the  Black  lesbian  and  gay 
community  doesn’t  nurture.  And  my  rela¬ 
tionships  with  other  people  of  color,  with 
Black  heterosexuals,  and  with  less-than- 
liberal  white  people  are  underdeveloped. 

I  hope  that  the  institutions  we  are  building 
in  the  Black  gay  community  can  take  on  the 
challenge  of  not  only  deepening  but  broad¬ 
ening  our  experience  as  Black  gay  men.  1  see 
too  many  young  gay  men  of  color  for  whom 
being  gay  is  the  sole  benchmark  of  existence, 
and  who  will  never  grow  up  to  be  fashion 
designers,  hair  dressers  or  models,  because 
they  lack  the  discipline  and  resources.  What 
are  we  doing  to  help  them  be  more  than  gay? 
Finally,  imagining  Stonewall,  I  wonder 
again,  what  about  the  drag  queens? 

Colin  Robinson  lives  alone  in  Fort  Greene, 
Brooklyn  and  does  administrative  and  cul¬ 
tural  work  in  the  Black  lesbian  and  gay  com¬ 
munity. 

A  sense  of  what 
it  was  like 

Randy  Rice 

The  first  time  I  heard  of  Stonewall,  it  was 
in  relation  to  Judy  Garland.  I’m  an  avid 
Judy  Garland  fan  and  1  heard  that  her 
funeral  was  on  the  same  night  as  the  first 
Stonewall  riot.  Indirectly,  I  think  Judy 
Garland’s  death  put  people  in  the  frame  of 
mind  to  fight  back. 

If  Stonewall  hadn’t  happened  I  think 
everything  would  still  be  underground.  I 
don’t  know  exactly  what  it  was  like  20  years 
ago,  but  I  did  move  from  a  small  town  in 
Connecticut  to  Boston  to  be  in  a  more  open 
place.  In  Connecticut  when  I  was  in  college  1 
used  to  speak  openly  about  gay  issues  and 
then  I  got  hit  by  a  car.  It  may  have  been  a 
coincidence,  but  I  decided  to  move.  So 
maybe  I  have  a  sense  of  what  it  could  have 
been  like  20  years  ago. 

I  think  it’s  wonderful  that  we  can  now  be 
very  open  and  march. 

Randy  Rice  is  20  years  old,  a  Boston 
transplant,  completely  out  of  the  closet  but 
not  an  activist.  He  is  a  member  of  BA  GL  Y 
(Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth)  and  he  is  very  happy  that  BAGLY 
exists.  It  was  founded  nine  years  ago  on  July 
31,  1980. 

’ristocrats 

Continued  from  centerspread 

fancy  clubs  don’t  have  any  idea  of  what  it’s 
like  for  me  to  be  sitting  here  on  June  7  —  my 
rent  was  due  June  1  and  my  social  security 
check  hasn’t  come.  The  gay  community  has 
got  to  face  the  fact  that  there  is  a  huge  split 
between  the  prosperous  and  the  poor.  It’s 
like  an  hour  glass  and  most  of  the  PWAs  are 
in  the  bottom  half.  I’ve  slid  into  the  bottom 
half. 

More  and  more,  AIDS  is  becoming  an 
issue  of  economics.  AIDS  is  a  disease  of  the 
poor  and  it’s  not  fashionable  and  it’s  not 
tasteful.  The  group  of  people  at  the  top  of 
the  hour  glass  are  so  removed,  they  don’t 
even  need  the  movement  anymore.  But  20 
years  after  Stonewall,  a  lot  of  people 
haven’t  been  able  to  buy  their  way  into 
freedom.  We  had  better  take  a  look  at  what 
we’re  doing  and  remember  that  we  came 
from  the  street. 

Steven  Rose  came  out  in  1976  and  was  a 
member  of  the  Brown/Rhode  Island  School 
of  Design  Gay  Students  Association.  He  has 
a  diagnosis  of  A  IDS  and  of  chronic  fatigue 
syndrome.  He  is  a  member  of  Boston  A  CT 
UP  and  is  a  writer. 
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GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 

790  BOYLSTON  STREET 
10  FAIRFIELD  PLAZA 
BOSTON,  MA  02199 
161  7)  IS  V 1  SIM) 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 

Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder 
pain,  Headaches,  Low  back  pain, 
Bursitis,  Acute  and  Chronic 
Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational 
stress  and  nervous  tension. 

\ 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts. 
Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


♦ 

WE’RE 

TALKING 

ABOUT 

AIDS 

Support  groups  now  forming  at 
Project  Aware  for  individuals  with 
AIDS  and  AIDS  Related  Complex 
(ARC),  and  those  who  have  tested 
HIV  positive. 

Project  Aware  is  an  AIDS  counsel¬ 
ing  and  educational  program  of 
Stanley  Street  Treatment  and 
Resources.  For  more  information, 
call  679-5222.  Confidentiality 
assured. 


Center  for  Alcohol  and 
Drug  Problems 

386  Stanley  Street,  Fall  River,  MA  02720 

679-5222 
A  United  Way  Agency 


YOUR  SMILE  IS 
EVERYTHING 


MATTHEW  ZIZMOR,  D.D.S. 

General  and  Prosthetic  Dentistry, 
Full-time  Hygenist 


FREE  CONSULTATION 
by  appointment,  including  evenings  and 
Sundays 


304  Columbus  Ave.  536-3453 

behind  Copley  Place,  between  Clarendon  & 
Dartmouth  Streets 


Troubled 

People 


Loneliness,  depression.  Gays 
&  Lesbians  are  not  immune. 

I  encourage  an  initial 
interview  at  no  charge. 

Ruth  Chessman, 
M.A. 
964-2510 

(please  note  corrected  phone 
number) 


healthy  teeth. . . 
they’re 
a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
Kirk  S.  Bankhead,  DDS 

1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 


General  Dentistry 

Wm.  Jacob  Murray  III  DMD 

77  Newbury  Street 
Boston,  MA  02116 


617/536-6533 


CONSTANCE  WILDE  BLACKMAN 
617/325-4347 


SYMMETRY 


renovations/new  construction  decks/tiling 

small/large  jobs  free  estimates 

paper  hanging/painting  references/insured 


LESBIAN  MOTHER 
STUDY 


ARE  YOU  HAVING  A  CHILD 
BY  ALTERNATIVE 
INSEMINATION? 


We  are  interested  in  interviewing  pro¬ 
spective  lesbian  mothers  as  part  of  a 
multi-city  study  of  lesbian  mothers  and 
their  children.  If  you  are  currently  in¬ 
seminating  or  pregnant,  you  may  be  a 
candidate  for  the  study,  if  you  have  a 
partner  who  will  be  co-mothering,  she 
also  may  be  included. 

The  study  is  set  up  as  a  20-year 
longitudinal  study  of  lesbian  families. 
The  first  interview  will  take  place  before 
the  baby  is  born  (or  before  conception, 
for  women  who  are  currently  in¬ 
seminating).  Follow-up  interviews  will 
take  place  when  the  child  is  between  1 
and  2  years  old  and  when  the  child  is  5, 
10,  and  17  years. 

The  interviewers  will  meet  you  at  your 
home.  All  interviewers  are  lesbian  men¬ 
tal  health  professionals. 

If  you  would  like  to  consider  par¬ 
ticipating,  please  call. 

WASHINGTON.  D.C.:  Caroline  Sparks, 
Ph.D.,  Jean  Hamilton,  M.D. 

301/951-9040. 

BOSTON:  Nancy  Reed.  M.S.W., 
L.I.C.S.W.  617/661-0248 

SAN  FRANCISCO:  Nanette  Gartrell 
M.D.  415/346-2336 


Harmony  Holistic  Health 


•  Non-force  Chiropratic 
•  Acupuncture-Disposable  Needles 
•  Therapeutic  Massage  •  Sports  Medicine 
699  Somerville  Avenue,  Somerville,  MA  Porter  Square  T 

Insurance  Accepted  Mastercard,  Visa,  American  Express 

628-9547 


Every  day  lesbians  and  gay  men  are  harassed 
or  assaulted  just  because  of  who  we  are.  If  it  happens  to  you,  WE  CAN  HELP: 

•  negotiation  with  the  police  and  courts,  including  victim's  compensation 

•  short  and  long-term  counseling 

•  referrals  to  lesbian/gay  sensitive  medical,  legal  and  social  services 

•  documentation  of  anti-lesbian /gay  violence 


Even  if  you  don't  need  the  services,  help  us  document  the  problem. 

Complete  confidentiality  is  assured. 

The  services  of  the  Victim  Recovery  Program  are  not  limited  to  anti-lesbian/gay 
violence.  If  you  have  been  a  victim  of  ANY  violence  or  harassment,  we  can  help. 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
VICTIM  RECOVERY  PROGRAM 
Joyce  Collier,  LICSW,  or  Paula  Jordan 
617-267-0900 
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354-7788 

TM 


IHllT 

wmuis 

2# 


cleaning  company 
204  hampshire  street 
Cambridge,  ma  02139 


Stephen  Harrington, 
M.A. 

Counseling  for  lesbians  &  gay  men 

Sexual  Issues  Anxiety 
Drug  &  Alcohol  Recovery 
Relationships 
Individual-Couple 

[617]  491-0968 

6  Bigelow  St.,  Cambridge 
Sliding  scale  fee 


FROM  THE  CROSSING  PRESS 

THE  WELL  WOMAN 
SERIES 

Helping  To  Heal  The  Boc/y,  Mind  and  Spirit 


TRANSFORMING 
BODY  IMAGE 

Learning  to  Love 
the  Body 
You  Have 

by  Marcia  Germaine 
Hutchinson,  Ed.D. 


For  Your  Free 
Catalogue, 

Write  or  Call 
The  Crossing  Press 
Box  1048 

Freedom,  CA  95019 
1-800-777-1048 


ACUPRESSURE 
FOR  WOMEN 

by  Cathryn  Bauer 

HEALING 

YOURSELF 

DURING 

PREGNANCY 

by  Joy  Gardner 


RED  FLOWER 

Rethinking 

Menstruation 

by  Dena  Taylor 


RECLAIMING 
BIRTH 

by  Margot  Edwards 
and  Mary  Waldorf 

THE  NEW  HEALING  YOURSELF 

Natural  Remedies  for  Adults  and 
Children 

by  Joy  Gardner 


A  DIFFICULT 
DECISION 

A  Compassionate 
Book  About 
Abortion 

by  Joy  Gardner 


Safer  Sex  and  Drug  Use 

GCN  offers  these  guidelines  for  all  of  us  who  are  making  decisions  about  sex  and  drug  use  in  the  midst  of  the  AIDS  epidemic. 

HIV  is  a  virus  widely  thought  to  be  a  cause  of  AIDS.  The  highest  concentrations  of  HIV  are  found  in  blood  and  semen.  So  it's 
important  to  avoid  any  way  in  which  HIV-infected  blood  or  semen  can  get  from  one  person's  body  into  another  person's 
bloodstream. 

•  Fucking  (anal  and  vaginal)  without  a  condom  and  sharing  needles  account  for  almost  all  the  documented 
cases  of  HIV  transmission. 

•  Oral  sex  without  a  condom  or  dental  dam  accounts  for  a  very  few  documented  cases  of  HIV  transmission. 

•  Other  ways  of  transmitting  HIV  that  have  not  been  documented  but  which  could  be  theoretically  risky  include:  fisting,  finger 
fucking,  nmming,  deep  kissing,  sharing  uncleaned  dildos.  The  theory  here  is  that  any  way  HIV-infected  bodily  fluids  get  from  one 
person  into  another  involves  risk.  For  example,  HIV  could  be  transmitted  if  a  person  with  a  cut  on  their  hand  fistfucked  their 
partner  and  caused  bleeding  in  their  rectum  or  vagina. 

How  to  Play  Safer 

Only  you  can  decide  what  risks  you  are  willing  to  take.  Some  people  use  safer  sex  practices  with  all  their  partners.  Other  peo¬ 
ple  make  decisions  about  the  risks  they  are  willing  to  take  based  on  their  own  and  their  partners'  sexual  and  drug  use  history 
and/or  HIV  status.  People  also  make  decisions  based  on  how  comfortable  they  feel  negotiating  safer  sex  in  any  particular  situa¬ 
tion.  If  you  and  your  partner  have  not  talked  about  past  practices  and/or  HIV  status,  don't  make  assumptions.  (For  example, 
many  lesbians  have  had  unprotected  intercourse  with  a  man  in  the  last  ten  years.) 

•  Use  a  condom  when  fucking.  On  the  condoms,  use  water-based  lubricants  like  KY.  Oil-based  lubricants  like  Crisco, 
Vaseline,  and  baby  oil  may  make  condoms  break. 

•  Use  a  condom  when  sucking  dick  if  your  partner  is  going  to  come  in  your  mouth.  If  HIV-infected  cum  or  pre-cum 
gets  in  your  mouth,  it  may  get  in  your  bloodstream  through  cuts  in  your  gums  or  sores  in  your  mouth. 

•  Use  dental  dams  (latex  squares)  when  going  down  on  a  woman  if  she  is  having  her  period  or  has  a  vaginal  infection. 
Menstrual  blood  and  secretions  from  vaginal  infections  have  more  HIV  than  healthy  vaginal  secretions  or  urine.  No  information 
has  been  gathered  about  the  concentration  of  HIV  in  "female  ejaculate." 

•  Use  latex  gloves  for  fisting  or  finger-fucking  if  you  have  any  sores  or  cuts  on  your  hands. 

•  Keep  semen  and  blood  (including  menstrual  blood  and  blood  drawn  from  piercing,  cutting  or  shaving)  out  of  your  vagina, 
anus,  mouth,  or  breaks  in  your  skin. 

•  If  you  share  dildos,  vibrators  or  other  sex  toys,  use  a  new  condom  each  time,  or  clean  toys  with  hydrogen  peroxide  or  soap 
and  water. 

•  Alternative  insemination  may  put  you  at  risk.  Discuss  this  risk  with  potential  donors  or  sperm  banks. 

•  Massage,  hugging,  dirty  talk,  role-playing,  masturbation  (solo,  with  a  partner,  in  a  group)  and  other  activities  that  don't  let 
blood  or  semen  into  your  bloodstream  are  safe. 

•  Alcohol,  poppers  or  other  drugs  may  lower  your  ability  to  make  good  decisions.  Many  people  have  reported  that  they  have 
been  unable  to  maintain  safer  sex  practices  after  getting  high. 

•  Good  nutrition,  lots  of  rest,  exercise  and  nonabuse  of  alcohol  and  other  drugs  may  help  you  fight  all  illnesses,  including 
AIDS. 


Intravenous  Drug  Use 

•  Don’t  share  works  (needles,  syringes,  droppers,  spoons,  cottons  or  cookers)! 

•  If  you  must  share  or  re-use  works,  clean  them  before  and  after  each  injection  as  follows:  dip  needle  and  works  into  bleach, 
draw  up  and  release  three  times,  dip  needle  and  works  into  fresh  water,  draw  up  and  release  three  times.  In  an  emergency,  rub¬ 
bing  alcohol  or  vodka  an  be  used  instead  of  bleach.  Or  you  an  boil  works  that  aren't  plastic  in  water  for  at  least  1 5  minutes. 
(Use  a  fresh  solution  each  time  you  clean  your  works.) 

Resource  phone  numbers  ^ 

National  AIDS  Hotline:  I  (800)  342-7514 

AIDS  Action  Committee  (AAC)  Boston:  I  (800)  235-2331 

Latino  AIDS  Hotline  (bilingual).  Boston:  (617)  262-7248 

AIDS  Action  Committee  (AAC)  IV  Drug  Use  Taskforce.  Boston:  (617)  437-4200 

Gay  Men  s  Health  Crisis  (GMHC).  New  York:  (212)  807-66S5 

National  M.nonty  AIDS  Council  (NMAC).  Washington.  D  C.:  (202)  $44-1076 

Women's  AIDS  Network.  San  Francisco:  (415)  864-4376 


'New  York  Times’  headlines  reporting  Stonewall  Riots 


20  years  later  in 
Grand  Rapids 

Dorothy  Hoogterp 

In  ’69  I  was  in  the  middle  of  the  anti- 
poverty  movement  and  civil  rights  work  here 
in  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan.  The  women 
here  were  involved  in  anti-racist  organizing. 
And  we  were  starting  up  a  free  health  clinic. 
It  was  a  time  when  big  things  were  happen¬ 
ing.  There  was  so  much  hope  then,  so  much 
hope  of  change.  We  really  felt  that  we  could 
change  things. 

Twenty  years  later,  I  still  see  enormous 
spirit.  In  a  way  it’s  stronger  than  it  was 
before,  with  the  same  passion  against  racism 
and  sexism.  There’s  all  this  talk  about  les¬ 
bianism  and  feminism  being  dead,  but  it’s 
not  —  that’s  just  what  they  want  it  to  be. 

In  Grand  Rapids,  things  have  really 
changed  in  terms  of  lesbians  and  gay  men 
saying  we  are  part  of  the  community,  we  are 
here,  we  are  valuable.  Last  year  we  had  our 
first  Gay  Pride  Day  and  the  mayor  wouldn’t 
make  a  proclamation  supporting  it.  This 
year,  he  refused  again.  So  about  30  of  us 
went  down  to  the  City  Commission  and  told 
him  we  were  insulted  and  that  his  so-called 
“community  values”  are  values  of  bigotry 
and  hatred.  I  made  a  speech  there  and  we 
had  1000  signatures  in  support  of  the  pro¬ 
clamation.  To  have  this  happen  in  Grand 
Rapids,  which  is  one  of  the  most  conser¬ 
vative  cities  in  this  country,  now  that’s  real 
change.  There’s  the  sense  that  we  aren’t  go¬ 
ing  back,  a  real  feeling  that  we  are  some¬ 
body.^ 


Dorothy  Hoogterp  is  a  72-year-old  lesbian 
widow  with  13  kids.  She  has  lived  in  Grand 
Rapids  for  65  years.  She  focuses  on  lesbian 
issues  and  community  issues  and  she  is  cur¬ 
rently  trying  to  get  lesbian  leadership  recog¬ 
nized.  Lesbian/Gay  Pride  Day  in  Grand 
Rapids  will  take  place  June  18. 

No  hassle  could 
outweigh  the  joy 

Marion  Tholander 

I  came  out  17  years  ago  when  I  was  33,  so 
that  was  three  years  after  Stonewall.  My 
first  contact  was  with  the  Daughters  of 
Bilitis  in  Boston.  I  felt  like  I  was  home  when 
I  went  to  DOB.  The  Saints  Collective  had  a 
bar  on  Tuesday  nights  that  lesbians  would 
go  to  and  that  was  like  a  haven,  too. 

I  remember  the  first  night  I  ever  went  to 
the  Saints.  Some  women  asked  me  if  I  want¬ 
ed  to  go  and  I  said  sure.  First  we  walked  over 
to  Jacques,  a  gay  male  bar,  and  the  first 
thing  I  saw  was  somebody  hitting  a  transves¬ 
tite  over  the  head  with  a  beer  bottle.  Then  at 
the  other  end  of  the  bar  there  was  a  fight  go¬ 
ing  on  —  it  looked  like  it  was  among  the  gay 
people  themselves.  We  went  to  another  gay 
bar  that  had  a  big  horseshoe  in  the  middle 
and  somebody  came  out  shooting  a  gun  at 
somebody  —  I  didn’t  stop  to  ask  what  that 
was  about.  I  said  to  my  friends,  “If  we  make 
it  to  the  Saints,  I’m  taking  a  cab  right  home. 

I  don’t  want  any  part  of  this.”  But  then  we 
got  to  the  Saints  and  it  was  wonderful.  It 
really  changed  my  life.  I  remember  they  had 
up  literature  about  how  to  get  help  for 
alcoholism  and  they  really  cared  about 
women’s  safety. 

Then  in  1973,  Gay  Community  News 
started  up.  First  I  was  a  volunteer  and  then  I 
worked  there.  There  were  quite  a  few 
women  involved  and  I  remember  I  took 
home  $40  a  week.  I  was  always  broke,  but 
those  years  were  the  highlight  of  my  life. 
Everybody  came  to  the  offices  on  Bromfield 
Street:  to  get  in  out  of  the  rain,  to  get  a  cup 
of  coffee.  If  there  was  a  community  meet¬ 
ing,  it  was  at  GCN.  I  remember  when  the 
first  gay  March  on  Washington  happened  in 


1979  and  there  was  just  a  tiny  mention  in  the 
Globe.  I  called  a  meeting  for  people  who 
were  upset  about  the  coverage  and  there 
wasn’t  room  enough  at  GCN  for  all  the  peo¬ 
ple  who  came  —  there  were  more  than  75 
people. 

The  first  job  I  had  at  GCN  was  in 
distribution.  I  would  go  around  to  straight 
stores  and  try  to  get  them  to  carry  the  paper. 
That  was  in  1974,  when  Elaine  Noble  was 
running  as  an  open  lesbian  for  state  Repre¬ 
sentative.  I  used  to  drive  Elaine’s  truck, 
which  had  her  name  on  it,  to  distribute  the 
papers.  The  police  harassed  me  all  the  time; 
they  would  pull  me  over  to  check  my  license 
constantly.  Once  the  truck  was  set  on  fire 
and  people  used  to  throw  beer  bottles  at  it 
and  leave  nasty  notes.  One  time  I  saw  a  note 
on  it  and  I  thought,  “Oh  no,  another  one.” 
But  when  I  went  to  read  it,  it  said,  “Thank 
you  for  your  courage.” 

I  remember  those  years  as  a  time  when 
any  hassle  I  got  was  outweighed  by  the  joy 
of  being  part  of  the  community.  I’m  not  as 
involved  anymore,  but  I  hope  that  joy  is  still 
there  for  other  people. 


Marion  Tholander  has  been  involved  with  a 
number  of  gay  groups  in  Boston,  including 
Gay  Community  News,  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Media  Advocates  and  the  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Speakers  Bureau. 

Stonewall  and  the 
draft 

Richard  Tremblay 

At  the  time  of  the  Stonewall  Riots,  I  had 
just  attempted  suicide  and  I  was  in  the 
hospital.  I  was  in  pretty  bad  financial  shape 
as  well.  Although  I  had  no  real  inkling  of  the 
significance  of  the  riots,  it  was  the  first  time 
that  I  realized  there  were  other  gay  people 
who  actually  got  together  and  acted  as  a 
group.  Right  after  Stonewall  was  the  big 
Woodstock  festival,  which  I  also  couldn’t 
attend. 

The  first  thing  I  wanted  to  do  after 
Stonewall  was  get  a  draft  deferment,  which  I 
got  because  I  was  gay.  The  Vietnam  War 
was  happening  and  since  I  was  20  or  21, 
there  was  a  real  possibility  of  my  being 
drafted.  Being  opposed  to  the  war,  I  felt  I 
had  to  decide  whether  or  not  to  come  out  of 
the  closet  as  a  gay  person  to  obtain  a  defer¬ 
ment.  That’s  exactly  what  I  did  and  I  don’t 
think  I  would  have  done  this  if  it  hadn’t 
been  for  Stonewall. 

As  soon  as  possible  after  that  I  headed  out 
to  San  Francisco  to  find  out  what  other  gay 
people  were  doing. 

Richard  Tremblay  is  40 years  old,  living  with 
AIDS,  and  a  resident  of  Chinatown  in 
Boston. 

Rushing  through 
those  gates 

Angela  Bowen 

The  Stonewall  Rebellion  opened  the 
floodgates  to  freedom  for  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians.  We’re  rushing  through  those  gates 
now,  and  there’s  no  turning  back. 


Angela  Bowen  is  a  Cambridge,  Mass. -based 
writer  and  Black  feminist  activist  and  is  the 
co-chair  of  the  National  Coalition  of  Black 
Lesbians  and  Gays.  She  will  be  speaking  at  a 
20-year  commemoration  of  Stonewall  in 
Philadelphia  on  June  18. 
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Carole  Whitman 
INNKEEPER 


illcr  Ini\_ 


open  year  round 


82  Bradford  Street 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 


Telephone: 
(508)  487-2213 


own  bike.  You  may  use  our  shop 
space  and  tools  or  you  can  leave 
your  bike  to  be  repaired. 

No  appointments  necessary. 

Open  Tues.-Sat.  10-6,  Thurs.  12-8 
Open  Sundays  12-5  in  June  &  July 


351  Broadway 
Cambridge,  MA 
868-3392 


Owned  and 
operated  by: 


Plums  Bed  &  Breakfast  Inn  is  a  woman-owned  1860  Whaling  Cap¬ 
tain’s  House  with  Victorian  decor,  antiques,  charm  and  comfort. 
It’s  like  stepping  back  in  time.  All  rooms  with  private  bath,  park¬ 
ing,  full  breakfast.  Cozy  cottages  and  apartments  also  available, 
ido  Bradford  Street  /  Provincetown.  MA  02657  /  (508)  487-2283 


A  home  of  Victoriafia  and  wicker  offering 

•  10  rooms,  each  with  AC  and  private  bath 

•  Pool 

•  Private  parking 

•  24  hour  desk/security 

•  Continental  breakfast 

•  Airport  pickup  by  arrangement 


a/  :  t;  s  /  c 


Wlffl 


Specialists  in 
Women  Artists  and 
Acoustic  Style  Music 


VIDEO 


Special  Video  Listings 
Women  in  Cinema, 
Gay  Themes 
in  Film 


ARBORWAY 
VIDEO  &  SOUND 

55  South  St.,  lamaica  Plain,  MA  02130  •  522-1429 
Hours:  Mon-Sat  10-9,  Sun  12-9 


The  World’s  Most 
Comprehensive 
Catalog  of  Gay  Video 


Descriptions  of  over  1400  titles 
Hundreds  of  photos,  many  in  color 


To  order,  send  your  name,  address,  a  signed  statement 
that  you  are  over  21,  and  $15,  to  Dept.  B01,  Bijou  Video 
Sales,  1363  N.  Wells,  Chicago,  IL  60610.  Or  call 
1-800-932-7111. 


Become  a  GCN  Sustainer! 

.  GCN  is  a  vital  part  of  our  community  and  needs  help  to  sustain  its 
.  growth.  Join  the  more  than  140  readers  who  contribute  on  a 
,  regular  basis.  (Being  a  Sustainer  entitles  you  to  these  fabulous 
benefits:  the  Sustainer  newsletter,  an  invitation  to  the  annual 
,  Sustainer  dinner  and  two  12-week  gift  subscriptions) 

|  I  want  to  make  a  tax  deductible  pledge  of: 

j  m$l20  m$l80  D$240  D$300  D$480  DS640  [H$800 

I  □$  1 000  DotherS _ 

®  to  be  paid  in: 

■I  Done  Dtwo  Dthree  Dfour  equal  installments 
|  Here's  my  first  pledge  of  $ _ 

•  I  can't  be  a  GCN  Sustainer  right  now,  but  I  would  like  to  contribute 

I  % _ to  keep  GCN  strong. 

|  Name _ 

|  Address _ 

|  City _ State _ Zip _ 

1  GCN*62  Berkeley  St*Boston,  MA*02I  16 
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AFFORDABLE 
DREAMS.  .  . 


Choose  your  pool  —  Choose 


your  payment 


EXTRUDED  ALUMINUM 
ABOVE-GROUND  FENCE 
ON  DECK  POOL 

$4995  reg.  $6800  FINANCE  AT 
$69/month 
FREE  INSTALLATION 
Complete  with  1  HP  filter  and 
maintenance  package. 
•  24'  Diameter  swim  area 

•  60  sq.  ft.  2  section  carpeted 

fan  deck 

•  30  year  structural  warrantee 


CUSTOM  IN-GROUND 
POOLS 


$995.  reg.  $12,100.  Finance  at 
$1 20/month 
•  Choice  of  shapes  and  sizes 
•  Completely  installed  with  com¬ 
mercial  filter  and  maintenance 
equipment 
•  30  mil.  commercial  liner 


RECTANGULAR  ON¬ 
GROUND  POOLS 


from  $8995.  Finance  at 
$1 19/month 

•  Completely  installed  with  dual 
filtration  system  and  deluxe 
maintenance  package 

•  Custom  sizes  with  carpeted 
patio  deck  and  walk  around 

•  40  year  guarantee 
SAVE  UP  TO  $2000 


LIFETIME  WARRANTEE 


CALL  1-800-822-8013  for  brochure  and  appointment 


FAMILY  POOLS  OF  NEW  ENGLAND,  INC. 
RT  117  Warwick,  Rl  401/732-3177 
RT  123  Brockton  508/559-6699 
RT  44  Middleboro  508/824-1317 
-  OPEN  7  DAYS  - 


Beautiful  Private  Camp  in 
Western  Massachusetts 


LESBIANS’ 

FESTIVAL 


Labor  Day  Weekend 
September  1-4,  1989 


THE  LILLIAN  ALLEN  BAND. ..EVELYN 
DATL  AND  HARPBEAT...DEUCE...MARY 
GEMINI-JANE’S  AIRE...ZOE  LEWIS 
NYDIA  "LIBERTY"  MATA. ..JUNE  AND 
JEAN  MILLINGTON.. .MELANIE  MONSUR 
MORGAN  A.. .OVA. ..PAT  PARKER. -JANA 
RUNNALLS...LUCIE  BLUE  TREMBLAY.. 
THE  WASHINGTON  SISTERS.. .ERIC A 
WHEELER 


BOSTON  MOBILIZATION  FOR 
SURVIVAL  SALUTES  THE  GAY 
&  LESBIAN  COMMUNITY'S 
COMMITMENT  TO  OUR 
SHARED  STRUGGLE  FOR 
JUSTICE. 


11  Garden  Street"Cambridge,  MA 
02 1 38*617/354-0008 


FREEDOM,  HUMAN 
RIGHTS,  JUSTICE, 
SECURITY  &  DIGNITY 
FOR  ALL 


American  Friends 
Service  Committee 


*  Intensive  Writing  Workshops 

*  Seps  Space 

*  Womyn  of  Color  Tent 

*  Political  Tent 

*  Ritual/Ceremony 

*  Private  Lake 

*  Private  Pool 

*  Clay  Tennis  Courts 

*  Cabin  and  Tent  Space 

*  Lesbians  of  Many  and 
Numerous  Description 

»  Movies,  Videos  and  More 


Information:  718-643-3284 
E.C.L.F.,  ESM  TELEGRAPH  AGENCY, 
Box  274,  132  Montague  St.,  Brooklyn, 
New  York  11201 


{^RESIST 

We’ve  been  funding  peace  and  social 
justice  for  20  years;  some  recent  grants 
to  gay /lesbian  organizations  include: 

Boston  Committee  for  Gay  &  Lesbian  March  on 
Washington  (MA),  GLAD  (Boston,  MA),  GCN 
(Boston,  MA),  Inside  Out  (LA,  CA),  Lesbian  Com¬ 
munity  Project  (Portland,  OR),  National  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Black  &  White  Men  Together  (Milwaukee, 
WI),  National  Coalition  of  Black  Lesbians  &  Gays 
(Washington,  DC),  The  Triangle  Project  (LA,  CA). 

□  Here’s  my  donation. 

□  Please  send  me  more  information. 

□  Please  send  me  your  grant  guidelines. 


Name _ ; _ 

Address  _ 

City/State/Zip  _ : _ 

For  information,  grant  guidelines  or  to  make  a 
donation,  write  to:  Resist,  One  Summer  St.,  Somer¬ 
ville,  MA  02143  617-623-5110 


ILLEGITIMATE  AUTHORITY 

fwr\cUrr<j  bociaj  Ckomgt.  Inn CZ  /<M>7 


COME  TO  A 
FUNDRAISER  BENEFIT 


Featuring D.J.  Fire  •  Refreshments  (non-alcoholic) 

Door  Prize!  •  Prize  for  most  outrageous  costume 


Donations  by:  Hubba  Hubba  •  Little  Shop  of 
Horrors  •  Mike's  Custom  Leather  •  Vernon's  of 
Waltham  •  Toy  Bag  by  Innovations  in  Leather  • 

AND  more... 

Sunday,  June  18th 
8pm-1am  $5.00  cover 
Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church 
1151  Mass.  Ave.  (near  Harvard  Square) 

Everyone  Welcome! 


STONEWALL 

STORIES 

A  riot  is  a 
radical  thing 

Mab  Segrest 

In  1969  I  didn’t  know  Stonewall  from 
nothin’.  1  was  a  junior  in  college,  seriously 
in  love  with  another  co-ed  in  my  first  mature 
lesbian  relationship,  although  it  wasn’t  sex¬ 
ual  and  it  wasn’t  admitted  at  the  time.  And 
it  took  me  another  six  years  to  get  out  of 
Alabama  and  meet  political  gay  men  and 
lesbians.  So  my  life  really  intersected  with 
the  movement  from  Stonewall  around  ’76. 

It  seems  like  Stonewall  was  a  rebellion  by 
people  who  were  on  the  fringes,  by  queens  in 
a  bar,  fighting  back  against  police.  A  riot  is 
a  pretty  radical  thing.  1  think  we  should 
always  ask  ourselves  on  Stonewall  anniver¬ 
saries  how  much  our  organizations  speak  to 
the  constituencies  we’re  attributing  with 
starting  the  movement. 

Mab  Segrest  is  a  lesbian  working  in  anti¬ 
fascist  coalitions  and  justice  movements 
across  the  board,  trying  to  raise  lesbian  /gay 
issues,  and  live  her  life  on  her  own  terms. 

The  legacy 
of  Stonewall 


about  it  opened  up  the  world  for  me.  Before 
that,  I  had  just  been  jerking  off  with  other 
choir  boys.  After  Stonewall,  1  knew  there 
were  other  gay  people  out  there,  people  who 
were  public.  And  that’s  been  my  passion  in 
the  movement  ever  since.  I’m  willing  to  de¬ 
fend  the  right  to  privacy,  but  it’s  our  right 
to  the  public  world  that  moves  me. 

Looking  back  from  1989,  it  seems  like 
things  were  louder  then,  more  colorful, 
more  optimistic,  angrier.  But  maybe  things 
have  come  full  circle  and  this  is  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  a  new  cycle.  There’s  a  Jewish  saying, 
“May  you  live  in  interesting  times”  —  1 
think  we  are. 


Barbara  Smith 

The  thing  I  always  think  is  important 
about  Stonewall  is  to  remember  who  those 
people  were.  The  contemporary  lesbian  and 
gay  movement  was  catalyzed  by  the  activism 
and  courage  of  gay  men  and  lesbians  of  col¬ 
or,  working-class  people,  and  men  who 
wore  drag.  These  are  people  who  were  dis¬ 
possessed  then,  and  who  continue  to  be 
dispossessed  in  relation  to  the  mainstream 
gay  community. 

I  really  feel  that  the  heritage  of  Stonewall 
is  to  honor  people  who  are  multiply  oppress¬ 
ed.  Also  I  feel  that  their  legacy  is  borne  out 
in  the  work  of  lesbians  and  gay  men  of  color 
who  are  active  individually  and  through  our 
organizations  like  the  National  Coalition 
for  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays. 


Scott  Tucker  is  unresigned,  still  angry,  hap¬ 
py  to  be  alive.  He  lives  in  Philadelphia. 

A  future  of 
Asian  Pride 

Karin  Aguilar-San  Juan 

This  year  at  Lesbian/Gay  Pride  we  com¬ 
memorate  our  strength  and  visibility,  de¬ 
spite  a  society  that  wants  gay  people  to 
disappear  and  be  gone. 

This  year  Asian  gay  men  and  lesbians  con¬ 
tinue  to  fight  to  be  seen  and  heard,  and  in 
the  brave  tradition  of  Stonewall  are  taking 
important  steps  toward  a  future  of  Asian 
Pride. 


Barbara  Smith  is  a  founder  of  Kitchen 
Table:  Women  of  Color  Press  and  a  Black 
lesbian  feminist  activist  and  writer. 

Angry  rather 
than  proud 

Martin  Hiraga 

The  remembrance  of  Stonewall  makes  me 
angry  rather  than  proud  —  all  the  assimila- 
tionists  use  it  as  a  marker  of  our  movement. 
But  the  Stonewall  riots  were  not  an  assimila- 
tionist  action.  Most  of  the  gay  white  male 
organizations  in  New  York  at  the  time  want¬ 
ed  the  Stonewall  protesters  to  calm  down. 
Now  white  gay  males  talk  about  Stonewall 
and  forget  who  it  was  all  about.  Don’t  closet 
the  rest  of  us  —  who  aren’t  white,  gay,  and 
male  —  and  don’t  forget  that  Stonewall  was 
primarily  our  movement. 

As  Renee  McCoy  [executive  director  of 
the  National  Coalition  for  Black  Lesbians 
and  Gays]  has  said,  the  lesbian  and  gay 
movement  has  never  been  inclusive.  I  be¬ 
lieve  that  until  it  is,  Stonewall  means 
nothing. 

Martin  Hiraga  is  an  Asian,  pro-feminist, 
radical,  militant,  pro-separatist  gay  man 
with  ARC. 


Karin  Aguilar-San  Juan  is  a  U.S.-born 
Filipina  lesbian  and  a  member  of 
AMALGM  (Alliance  of  Massachusetts 
Asian  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men). 

Carrying  the  torch 

Charles  Ash 

Even  if  one  wasn’t  there.  Stonewall  was  a 
heartening  development.  It  was  the  first 
time  a  portion  of  our  community  stood  up 
and  fought  back. 

For  my  generation,  for  those  of  us  who 
were  more  or  less  out,  Stonewall  was  en¬ 
couraging.  There  was  a  sense  that  there  were 
going  to  be  lots  more  gay  people  who  were 
going  to  be  more  out  and  more  effective 
than  our  generation  had  been.  Another 
generation  carrying  the  torch. 

I  don’t  remember  the  details  of  when  I 
heard  about  Stonewall.  But  I  remember  call¬ 
ing  a  friend  of  mine  who  lived  on  Perry 
Street  in  New  York,  just  around  the  corner 
from  Stonewall.  I  was  deflated  when  he 
didn’t  know  anything  about  it.  He  subse¬ 
quently  became  very  aware  of  it. 

Stonewall  didn’t  change  the  world.  As 
with  most  demonstrations,  the  most  impor¬ 
tant  effect  was  on  those  of  us  who  were  sym¬ 
pathetic.  Demonstrations  tend  to  give  the 
participants  a  big  lift.  Their  effect  on  the 
world  is  more  debatable. 


In  ’69  I  was  a 
choir  boy 

Scott  Tucker 

In  1969  I  was  a  choir  boy  in  Manhattan. 
And  I  did  hear  about  Stonewall.  I  must  have 
been  14.  By  1971  I  was  marching  up  Fifth 
Avenue  with  thousands  of  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians  in  the  Gay  Pride  March  that  year.  So 
Stonewall  had  a  big  influence.  Hearing 


Charles  Ash,  who  describes  himself  as  an 
“ancient  faggot,  ”  is  70  years  old.  He  was 
living  in  Cambridge,  Mass.,  at  the  time  of 
Stonewall,  as  he  still  does.  Charles  is  GCN 's 
former  indexer. 
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COUNSELING  ANO 


-jOCl/S- 

/  INMAN  SQUAT? 


CONSULTATION.  INC 


874-4488  f  INMAN  SQUARE.  CAMBRIDGE 

OFFERING  .  individual,  couore  and 

famiry  mwapy 
.  sucwvlJlon  tor 
mental  neottn  professionals 

.  consultation  to  organizations 
.  insurance  occepted 


c>t>^<>oqwr^c«r>ir>»g^ot»Bo«»onqr»3«>y^l<?73 


1/ 

Agoraphobia  Services 

|  anxiety  •  phobias  •  stress 

Dr.  Laurie  Livingston 

Licensed  Psychologist 


720  Washington  Street 
Nantucket  Building 
Hanover,  MA  02339 

(617)  826-2466 


1 141  Beacon  Street 
Suite  1 

Brookline.  MA  02146 

(617)  734-5779 


(  OUNSIl  ING 
I  OR  WOMEN 
Individual,  Couple 
and  Ciroup 
Counseling 


Call  247-486 1 

Sliding  Scale  Fee 
Health  Insurance 
Accepted 


520  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Kenmore  Square 


EATING  DISORDERS 

Anorexia  •  Bulimia 
•  Compulsive  Eating 

Ongoing  group  for  lesbian 
&  bisexual  women 
Individual  therapy 
Couple  therapy 

Valery  Rockwell,  M.Ed. 
492-7843 
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ROLFING®  : 


A  systematic  method  of  freeing,  balanc¬ 
ing  and  lengthening  the  body  through 
hands  on  manipulation  of  the  connec¬ 
tive  tissue,  &  through  movement  educa¬ 
tion.  Greater  flexibility,  ease,  grace,  and 
a  feeling  of  lightness  often  result  as  the 
body  is  brought  to  a  greater  level  of 
structural  organization  and  function.  For 
information  or  consultation: 

Lisa  Tackley,  Certified  Rolfer 
Whole  Health  Group 
45  Newbury  St.  Ste.  333 
Boston  •  266-8584 
Initial  session  25%  Discount 
with  this  Ad! 


Gay  men’s  therapy 
group 

There  are  currently  openings 
for  new  members  in  an 
ongoing  general  issues 
therapy  group.  Focus  on 
your  identity  as  a  gay 
man... your  relationships, 
family,  friends  and  work. 

For  information  call 
437-9643 

It’s  time  to  call  for  help. 

South  End 
Counseling 

596  Tremont  Street.  Boston 
437-9643 


Susan  Greenwood 

_ LICSW _ 

Individual  and  group  therapy  for  les¬ 
bians.  Self-esteem,  coming  out,  rela¬ 
tionships,  alcohol/drug  abuse,  co¬ 
dependencies.  Consultation,  training 
and  supervision  available. 

On  Red  Line  Free  Parking 

Convenient  to  South  Shore 
and  Boston 

871-4987 


DOCTOR  DAVID  MOULTON 
CHIROPRACTOR 


45  Newbury  St.  •  Boston 
(617)  266-8684 


Lady  jane’s 
Inn 


•  Large  lovely  rooms 

•  Private  full  baths 

•  Separate  outside  entrances 

•  Free  parking 

•  Common  room  with  color  TV/VCR 

•  Steps  from  bay  beach 

•  Open  year  round 

•  Woman  owned  and  operated* 
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7  Central  Street 
Provincetown,  Ma.  02657 
487-3387 


North  Shore  Gay  & 

Lesbian  Counseling 
Services  of  NSCMHC 

offering  affirmative  and 
supportive  counseling  for  individuals, 
couples,  families  and  group 
counseling. 


Health  insurance  accepted 
Sliding  scale 

Call  508/744-5322 
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BACK  BAY  BQDKSMITH 

Boston’s  only  complete  bookstore. 

Boston’s  finest  selection  of 
current  and  backlist  titles,  fine 
and  rare  antiquarian  books, 
remainders,  out-of-print  books. 

753  Boylston  •  536-4433 


•Ho-Kub  t<vf / 

.  Full  Country 
6reaKfast 
*  tV tvebe.  so 

d-nnKetpers 
Laurie  TmKha  w 
Sandy  Lonq 

RESERVAnonS  SUGGCS". 


,w  Vs  Mill  Inti 

Box  hits  Lamb's  Mill  Rd. 

NAPLES  ME.  040S5 
207-693 -62  S3 


Jim  all  country  Inn 
nestled  m  the.  heart 
of  Marne's  western 
IsKes  and  mountains 


South  End 
Counseling 
welcomes  Ellen  T. 
Keeler,  LICSW  to 
the  clinical  staff. 


South  End 
Counseling 

596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 
437-9643 


Southern  Jamaica  Plain 

hfEALJH  (RENTER 


affiliated  with  the  Brigham  &  Women's  Hospital 

•  Adult  Medicine 

•  Obstetrics  &  Gynecology 

•  Podiatry 

•  Pediatrics 

•  Nutrition/WIC  Program 

•  Mental  Health 

•  Familv  Alcoholism  Program 


Evenings  hours,  convenient  to  public 
transportation 

Sliding  scale  avail. ,  all  health 
insurance  accepted 
Spanish  spoken 
687  Centre  St. ,  Jamaica  Plain 
522-5900 


•INDIVIDUAL 
GROUP/COUPLE 

•GAY  SENSITIVE 
THERAPY 

ALLAN  SINGER, 
L.I.C.S.W. 

PSYCHOTHERAPIST 


COPLEY  SQUARE 
BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


Loretta  Butehorn,  Ph.D. 
Associates 


€) 


Hypnosis  for  Life  Issues  and 
Individual  and  Couple  Therapy 


Boston  and  South  Shore 
617/288-2806 


THE  SEXUALITY 
LIBRARY 

A  collection  of  hard-to-find  books 
about  sex  that  won't  insult  your 
intelligence.  Over  120  titles  from  erotic 
writings  to  practical  sexual  advice 
selected  by  the  folks  at  Good 
Vibrations.  Send  $1 .00. 


GOOD  VIBRATIONS 


Our  catalog  of  sexual  playthings  is 
friendly,  feminist  and  fun. 

Send  S2.00. 


Or  $2.50  for 
both  catalogs 
to: 


Open  Enterprises  •  3385  22nd  St.  #GC 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 


The  Gypsy  Lady 

B&B  Relaxation  for  the 
Weary  Traveler 


Women-owned  and  renovated,  this  Pre- 
Civil  War  stagecoach  inn  is  warm  and 
charming,  offering  a  simple  elegance  and 
easy  relaxation  to  all.  Comfort  and 
privacy,  a  hot  tub  and  sauna  and  a 
pastoral  setting,  convenient  to  all  the 
recreational  and  cultural  pleasure  of 
Eastern  N.  Y.  and  New  England  have 
motivated  our  guests  to  call  us:  “the  best 
Vermont  B  &  B  in  N.  Y.l" 


North  Bennington  Road 
Rt.  67 

YValloomsac,  NY  12090 
(518)  686-4880 


EYES  EXAMINED 


Remember  —  living  and  learning  comes 
easier  with  good  vision  .  .  . 

Rachelle  S.  DuBey,  O.D. 

Doctor  of  Optometry 
eyes  examined 
prescriptions  filled 
contact  lenses 
(617)  547-3310 
56  J.F.K.  St.,  2nd  Floor 
Harvard  Square,  Cambridge 
women  owned  and  staffed 


CANTABRIGIA 

COUNSELING 

Anita  Fast,  LICSW 
Toni  Schiff,  LCSW 
Anita  Rossien,  LCSW 

•  Women's  individual,  couple  &  group 
counseling 
•  Lesbian  issues 

•  Substance  abuse 

•  Visual  impairment 

•  Midlife  &  older  women's  issues 

insurance  Cambridge  354-5981 
sliding  scale  Acton  263-2745 

Serving  the  community  for  12  years 
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PDo  you  wish  you  could  talk  to 
your  parents  about  being  gay  or 
lesbian! 

Do  you  feel  alone  and  want 
help  understanding  you  gay  or 
lesbian  child? 


Build  connections 
with  your  family 


•  monthly  workshops  for 

•  parents 

•  lesbians,  gay  men 
and  parents,  siblings 

(next  workshop: 
6/17/89  10am-4pm) 

•  coming  out  to  your  parents 
groups 

•  consultation  with  family 
members,  couples  and 
individuals. 


Jean  Chapin  Smith 

straight  parent  of  gay  children 

876-2113 
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STONEWALL 

STORIES 

Fuzzbian  cuts 
and  shades 

Kate  Gyllensvard 

In  June  of  1969,  I  was  in  Madison, 
Wisconsin,  working  on  an  underground 
newspaper.  I  don’t  remember  how  I  first 
heard  about  Stonewall,  word  of  mouth  or 
the  underground  press  perhaps.  I  have  a  few 
snapshots  of  memories.  A  gay  group  formed 
on  campus,  mostly  men,  lots  of  gender-fuck 
drag.  A  lesbian  on-/off-campus  group  form¬ 
ed  later  —  many  tough  dykes  with  fuzzbian 
cuts  and  shades.  Right  from  the  start  there 
was  lots  of  tension  between  the  dykes  and 
the  fags  and  people  were  using  those  terms 
pretty  early  on. 

Those  tensions  continued  during  the  first 
major  event  I  remember,  which  was  a  na¬ 
tional  gay  conference  over  a  long 
Thanksgiving  weekend.  I  think  it  was  in 
1971,  but  it  could  have  been  1970.  Gay 
liberation  folks  from  all  over  the  country 
came  to  meet,  talk,  cruise  and  argue.  Glit¬ 
ter  beads,  Indian  print  skirts,  and  roller¬ 
skates;  motorcycle  jackets,  combat  boots, 
and  women’s  music  —  the  sites  and  sounds 
of  creative  drag  and  identity  politics  in  con¬ 
struction.  Neither  the  left  nor  the  right  in  the 
Midwest  knew  how  to  deal. 

Kate  Gyllensvard  now  lives  in  Cambridge, 
Mass. ,  and  is  a  history  graduate  student  at 
Boston  College. 

Judy  Garland  and 
gay  youth 

Tony  Kisiel 

I  first  heard  about  Stonewall  at  a  BAGLY 
(Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth) 
meeting  in  June  of  1987.  It  was  my  first  year 
in  the  group  and  I  had  just  publicly  come 
out.  I  was  really  surprised  when  I  heard 
about  it  because  I  thought  the  gay  communi¬ 
ty  always  existed  and  was  slowly  growing 
over  time.  In  a  way  I  was  sad  about  it 
because  I  realized  how  desolate  our  com¬ 
munity  had  been  —  20  years  ago  there  were 
no  outreach  centers  for  gay  and  lesbian 
youth.  You  just  went  to  the  bars.  But 
Stonewall  is  also  heartening  to  me  because 
of  the  tremendous  courage  it  showed  —  who 
would  have  been  outraged  if  a  drag  queen 
had  gotten  shot,  if  a  hustler  had  gotten  beat 
up?  The  people  who  fought  back  at  the 
Stonewall  Inn  were  taking  a  big  risk.  It 
wasn’t  the  rich  closeted  people  who  fought 
back,  it  was  the  people  who  already  had 
enough  to  deal  with  to  survive. 

It  makes  sense  to  me  that  there  were  a  lot 
of  young  people  there  because  even  now 
that  there  are  a  lot  of  youth  groups,  a  lot  of 
kids  go  to  the  bars.  They  did  back  then,  too, 
and  a  place  like  Stonewall  was  a  community 
place  to  come  together. 

Another  important  thing  about  Stonewall 
is  that  Judy  Garland’s  funeral  was  the  day 
of  the  first  riot.  She  was  a  movie  star  and  she 
was  glamorous,  but  she  had  a  lot  of  personal 
problems.  For  all  the  drag  queens  who  were 
really  into  camp,  she  was  a  symbol  of  some¬ 
body  who  kept  fighting  to  come  back,  to  be 
happy  despite  everything.  Having  her  die 
didn’t  put  people  in  the  best  of  moods.  It’s 
the  same  thing  with  Lucille  Ball.  The  night 
she  died  people  went  to  the  drag  club  in 
Boston,  Jacques,  and  there  was  a  strange 
mood.  When  an  icon  like  that  passes  away, 
it’s  sad. 

Tony  Kisiel  is  the  president  of  BA  GL  Y,  is  20 
years  old  and  is  living  on  his  own. 

It  was  the  queens 

David  Peterson 

What  we  have  to  constantly  keep  in  mind 
is  that  it  was  the  queens  who  fought  back 
against  the  police  at  Stonewall.  A  lot  of  the 
people  who  were  involved  in  the  riot 
wouldn’t  necessarily  be  accepted  today. 

One  of  the  lessons  we  need  to  remember 
from  Stonewall  for  ourselves  is  that  we  real¬ 
ly  are  all  one  community.  Those  of  us  who 
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are  out  and  openly  gay  can’t  put  down  those 
who,  for  their  own  reasons,  choose  to  re¬ 
main  closeted,  choose  to  express  their  gay¬ 
ness  in  different  ways.  We  all  have  some¬ 
thing  to  contribute. 

While  Stonewall  was  very  definitely  an 
important  event,  it’s  important  to  remember 
that  gay  people  have  been  around  since  the 
beginning  of  recorded  history.  We 
shouldn’t  assume  that  Stonewall  was  “The 
Beginning.”  There  were  things  that  prepared 
people  for  Stonewall  —  gay  social  organiza¬ 
tions,  gay  bars,  individual  relationships. 
There  was  a  whole  history  before  Stonewall. 


David  Peterson  is  one  of  GCN ’s  founders. 
He  was  living  in  Cambridge  in  1969,  and 
came  out  shortly  after  Stonewall.  He  is  45 
years  old. 


I  was  the  only 
feminist  I  knew 

Carrie  Dearborn 

When  Stonewall  happened,  1  was  a  year 
away  from  being  the  only  feminist  1  knew.  I 
was  involved  in  anti-war  protests  at  the 
time,  but  I  was  also  still  involved  in  girlish 
teenage  pursuits  like  staying  virginal  and  be¬ 
ing  popular. 

I  remember  in  what  must  have  been  the 
early  ’70s  that  newspapers  were  screaming 
that  feminist  equalled  lesbian.  And  I 
remember  that  parts  of  the  women’s  move¬ 
ment  tried  to  sweep  all  the  dykes  under  rugs 
or  to  the  backs  of  parades  where  no  one  im¬ 
portant  would  see  them.  It  was  definitely 
not  cool  to  be  perverted  in  those  days. 

I  don’t  know  exactly  how  or  why  things 
changed.  Maybe  it  was  the  spirit  of 
Stonewall.  But  things  had  changed  by  the 
time  I  came  out  in  ’78  in  Boston.  It  seemed 
almost  fashionable  to  be  a  lesbian  then  and 
my  parents  thought  I  was  just  being  stylish 
when  I  came  out  to  them. 

It  was  12  years  ago  on  the  anniversary  of 
Stonewall  that  1  became  disabled.  It  used  to 
be  a  sad  day  for  me  until  a  few  years  ago 
when  a  friend  of  mine  got  my  disability  an¬ 
niversary  mixed  up  with  my  birthday  and 
gave  me  a  gift.  He  told  me  it  was  a  neat  coin¬ 
cidence  to  have  a  birthday  on  the  anniver¬ 
sary  of  Stonewall.  Since  that  time,  having 
the  anniversary  of  Stonewall  on  my  disabili¬ 
ty  anniversary  makes  the  day  fun  for  me. 


Carrie  Dearborn  is  a  worker  for  the  rights  of 
the  disabled. 


News  note 

Continued  from  page  2 

calls  the  booklet  invaluable  for  those  who 
want  to  stay  informed  about  the  latest  ad¬ 
vances  in  the  treatment  of  AIDS. 

To  order  the  transcript,  send  $19.95  to  the 
Columbia  Gay  Health  Advocacy  Project, 
Columbia  University,  400  John  Jay  Hall, 
New  York,  NY  10027. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 
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Al  Parker 

Continued  from  page  8 


The  guy  who  played  the  bearded  cop  was 
my  lover  and  he  was  40  years  old  at  the 
time.  It  was  his  first  adult  film  and  he  was 
very  nervous  about  it  and  he  didn’t  know  if 
he  would  be  able  to  perform.  We  were  sup¬ 
posed  to  shoot  at  around  noon  and  at  nine 
that  night  the  sets  still  weren’t  done.  So  we 
were  practicing  in  our  motel  room  and  I  tied 
my  dick  up  so  tight  that  I  broke  a  blood 
vessel.  So  for  the  hour  before  we  did  the 
movie  1  had  to  stick  my  dick  in  a  bucket  of 
ice  water  to  make  sure  it  didn’t  turn  black 
and  blue!  And  when  they  did  the  scene 
where  they’re  taking  me  up  the  steps  to  the 
jail  all  the  neighbors  came  out  and  wanted  to 
know  what  we  were  filming.  We  told  them  it 
was  a  segment  of  The  Streets  of  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  and  they  all  wanted  to  know  when  it 
was  going  to  be  on. 

All  these  movies  have  a  funny  story  to 
them.  Everybody  tells  me  I  should  write  a 
book  but  I  figure  you  don’t  write  your 
memoirs  when  you’re  30-something  years 
old. 

It  occurs  to  me  that  I  haven ’t  seen  many 
porn  stars  doing  the  sort  of  thing  you  ’re  do¬ 
ing  in  Boston  this  weekend,  spending  time 
with  your  fans  and  talking  about  safer  sex. 
Does  it  happen  more  on  the  West  Coast? 

I  don’t  want  to  name  names,  but  I  am  the 
only  person  who  does  this  and  I’m  the  only 
big  star  who  does  gay  porn  films  who’s  real¬ 
ly  gay!  All  these  other  people  are  gay-for- 
pay  and  they  don’t  care  about  the  communi¬ 
ty.  They  don’t  donate  their  time.  Perhaps 
they  have  not  had  a  lover  who  died,  or 
friends.  Maybe  they  can’t  afford  to  take  a 
week  off  from  their  job  to  do  this  kind  of 
thing,  but  I  think  it’s  important. 

The  first  generation  of  porn  stars  were 
gay  and  they  enjoyed  it  and  they  did 
everything  they  did  because  they  enjoyed  it 
and  they  weren’t  manufactured  com¬ 
modities. 

While  I’m  in  Boston  I’m  looking  forward 
to  talking  to  everybody  and  seeing  them. 
People  shouldn’t  be  afraid  to  come  up  and 
say  hello.  The  whole  purpose  of  my  being  in 
town  is  to  spread  the  word  that  we  have  to 
have  safe  sex  and  we  have  no  choice.  You 
can  be  imaginative  and  creative  and  have  a 
good  time.  It’s  important  to  experiment  and 
make  the  experimentation  erotic  and  as  hot 
as  possible. 

You  know,  I  don’t  know  how  much 
money  and  time  has  to  be  spent  telling  peo¬ 
ple  not  to  fuck  without  a  condom  and  not  to 
[share  needles]  but  it  seems  like  there  isn’t 
money  enough  to  tell  people  those  things. 

Al  Parker  is  scheduled  to  appear  at 
several  events  throughout  Pride  Weekend  in 
Boston.  He  will  be  taking  pre-paid  orders 
for  his  brand  new  video  Very  Receptive  (as 
well  as  other  Surge  Studios  films)  at  the 
special  price  of  $39  each.  Ten  percent  of 
each  purchase  will  go  to  AIDS-related  or¬ 
ganizations  in  Boston.  □ 

Bis 

Continued  from  page  7 

^military  currently  being  “investigated,” 
harassed,  imprisoned  and  court-martialed 
because  of  their  sexual  preference,  and  urg¬ 
ed  bisexual  veterans  to  get  involved  with  ad¬ 
vocacy  organizations  such  as  New  England 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Veterans,  of  which  he  is 
president. 

The  conference  activities  also  included 
safer  sex  workshops,  a  concert/talent  show 
featuring  members  of  the  bi  community  and 
a  dance.  It  was  a  full  weekend  and  1  was  a  lit¬ 
tle  afraid  mom  would  “freak  out,”  but  she 
came  through  with  flying  colors.  I’m  glad 
she  was  there.  We’ve  added  a  new  dimen¬ 
sion  to  our  friendship  and  mother/daughter 
relationship. 

After  mom  left  a  few  of  my  women 
friends  told  me  how  attractive  she  was.  I 
relayed  the  info  to  Estelle  and  she  replied, 
“Well,  if  I  ever  decide  I’m  bi.  I’ll  come  up  to 
Boston.”  □ 
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(%  THE  LUNAR  CALENDAR: 
DEDICATED  TO  THE  GODDESS 
IN  HER  MANY  GUISES. 


Some  enchanted  evening. . . 

Fireplaced  rooms  with  period  decor 
Fireplaced  cottages  —  Full  breakfast 
Daily  or  weekly  rentals 
M.  Susan  Culligan,  Innkeeper 

178  Bradford  Street 

Provincetown,  Mass.  02657  (508)  487-1616 


|  LESBIAN  VIDEOS! 

Desert  Hearts 
Two  in  Twenty) 
Lesbian  Erotica! 

All  at  discount  prices! 

For  free  catalog  and  free  $1 
coupon,  mail  this  ad  to: 

CHARIS  VIDEO 
PO  BOX  797,  Dept.  GP 
Brooklyn,  NY  11231 


Women-Owned  &  Operated 
Guesthouse 

18  Pearl  Street,  Box  22 
Provincetown,  Mass.  02657 
487-2210 

Mastercard-  Visa 


VICTORIA  HOUSE 


THE  GUEST  HOUSE 

OPEN  YEAR  ROUND 
COMFORTABLE,  ATTRACTIVE  ROOMS 
WITH  PRIVATE  BATHS,  CABLE  COLOR 
TELEVISION  AND  REFRIGERATORS. 

H  H  M 

Your  Host 
Martin  Bettencourt 


5  STANDISH  ST. 
PROVINCETOWN 
MA  02657 
(508)  487-1319 


EAb  ATTIH/b£ 


A  LESBIAN  SEX  MAGAZINE 


Lesbian  erotica  at  its  finest! 

•  hot  tales 

•  sizzling  book  reviews 

•  provocative  analyses  and  commentaries  on  lesbian  sex  and  sexuality. 
$12.00  for  the  next  three  issues.  Back  issues  $4.00  per  copy. 

Send  check  or  money  order  to: 

.  Bad  Attitude 
Box  110-P 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 

Subscribe  —  support  women  lusting  women! 


PSYCHIC/E.S.P.  READER 

Pride  Special:  Two  crystal  ball  readings 
for  the  price  of  one!  350.00 

Available  for  parties,  2  for  1  readings  for  lovers. 

Love,  Business,  Finances... 

...and  whatever  else  is  important  to  you. 

Get  your  questions  about  the  future  answered  by  a  warm  and 
caring  person  with  over  25  years  of  experience  as  a  psychic 
reader.  Naturally  gifted  with  psychic  abilities,  she  will  amaze  you 
with  her  insight  into  your  past  and  present.  Call  and  make  an 
appointment  today.  If  you  have  a  problem,  she  may  have  a 

solution. 

Ask  for  Susan  617/437-1651 


New  W9  RDS 

A  WOMENS  I  E»OKSTORE 


186  Hampshire  Street 
Inman  Square 


With 
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Cambridge  AAA  02139 

67,87653,0  generation  of 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


PERSONALS 


GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to  GCN  Box 
#  ,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley  St..  Boston,  MA 
02116.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O. 
Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addresses  to  GCN  Boxes  for  four 
weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. _ 

In  Boston  for  summer;  comely,  personable,  informed, 
loquacious.  New  Mexican,  Gay  Male,  42,  professional 
photographer.  Interests:  Language,  travel,  scuba,  film. 
Seeking  new  friends  and  community.  Michael,  GCN 
Box  359,  _ (17  06) 

LF  seeks  LF  30-plus  who  knows  the  difference  between 
Ellen  Goodman  and  Emma  Goldman.  Tom  Wolfe  and 
Thomas  Wolfe,  r.d.  laing  and  k.d.  lang.  P.O.  Box 
44-1544,  W.  Somerville,  MA02144. _ (46) 

GIRLFRIEND 

Flandsomc,  discreet,  BiWM  6' I”,  26,  seeks  discreet,  at¬ 
tractive  BiWF  20-26  for  honest  relationship  and  friend¬ 
ship.  Let’s  fool  the  world  and  have  fun  —  personal 
freedom  a  priority.  Call  John  397-9045. _ (46) 

Motherhood?  JM  41,  accomplished,  fairly  normal, 

(Yes,  FITLV-III  Ncg.)  seeks  Jewish  L/Bi  woman  to  ex¬ 
plore  having  a  child  and  parenting  options.  Let’s  talk. 
GCN  Box  352. _ (46) 

TIRED  OF  BEING  BUTCH! 

Well  this  GM  is  tired  of  being  femme.  I’ll  put  you  in 
heels  and  chase  you  around  the  house.  If  I  catch  you...? 
Send  descriptive  letter,  with  shoe  size,  to  GCN  Box  357. 
_  (48) 

CAN  YOU  HANDLE  US! 

Loving  GM  couple  expanding  the  circle  of  our  lust. 
Things  we  like  (individually  and  in  many  cases  collec¬ 
tively):  top  men,  body  hair,  tattoos,  leather,  boots, 
beards  and  moustaches,  men  from  Providence  who 
show  up  on  Pride  Day  wearing  sweat  pants  and  no 
underwear,  video,  uncut  men,  cut  men,  men,  jock 
straps,  JO  parties,  professional  wrestling,  beer,  recycled 
beer,  Jake  and  the  Fatman  (especially  Jake),  the  fact 
that  Hunter  dresses  right ,  scanning  porn  pictures  on 
computer,  Polaroid®  s,  the  occasional  well-placed  tit 
clamp,  Wolverine,  tea  rooms,  convertibles,  and  the 
Sweeney  Sisters.  What  do  you  like?  GCN  Box  358. 
_  (48) 

Professional  lesbian;  36,  hot,  fat,  femme,  tall,  loud,  lov¬ 
ing,  outrageous,  sweet,  spiritual,  clean  and  sober. 
Comes  with  radical  politics  and  working  class  ethics. 
Looking  for  butch,  kiki,  androgenous  or  jocky  women 
who  aren’t  afraid  of  any  of  the  above.  Write  GCN  Box 
356. _ _ _ (50) 

WBiF  29  social  drinker,  smoker,  seeks  other  female  for 
friendship  and  maybe  more.  Enjoy  music,  animals,  in¬ 
ti rnal£^inners;j|ainyjiights:^nte^iCNJ3(«255^_(46 ) 
S.W.H.,  jr. 

How  many  men  can  you  grope  on  Pride  Day?  Let’s  have 
a  contest.... 

Just  me,  Wendy. 

(46) 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


GCN’s  circulation  department  is  looking  for  a  volunteer 
to  help  set  up  the  Friday  evening  mailing  party.  Learn 
about  the  exciting  world  of  newspaper  circulations  and 
meet  the  fabulous  Friday  staff  and  volunteers.  Please 
call  Jennie  or  Judy  at  GCN,  426-4469. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


HISTORY  Of  S/M  LESBIANISM 

Women's  studies  student  (State  University  of  New  York  at 
Buffalo)  conducts  research  in  the  history  of  the  S/M  lesbian 
community.  She  therefore  seeks  S/M  lesbians  as  participants 
in  her  project.  Absolute  confidentiality  assured,  for  more  in- 
formation  call  Claudia  after  7P.M.,  (716)883-8733. _ (48) 

MULTIPLE  SCLEROSIS 

Looking  for  lesbians  with  MS  and/or  their  partners  for  infor¬ 
mal  occasional  free  form  support/social  group.  Box  314,  New 
Town  Branch,  Boston  02258. _ (£7) 

LESBIAN  MOMS 

Vacation  with  other  lesbian  mothers  and  children  at  Blueberry 
Cove  camp  on  Maine  coast,  July  29th  to  August  6th.  Call  for 
information,  Nancy  522-2180. _ (46) 

BOX  500,  WHERE  ARE  YOU! 

Your  address  has  gotten  lost  in  the  transition  between 
classified  ad  mangers.  If  you  want  your  mail,  write  GCN 

Classifieds.  62  Berkeley.  Boston,  MA  021 16. _ (48) 

SOFTBALL  PRIDE 

Interested  in  playing  softball  on  the  Boston  Common,  Satur¬ 
day,  6/10  —  after  the  March  and  Rally?  Call  863-2306  and 
leave  message. _ (46) 

BATTERED  LESBIANS 

Free  on-going  support  group  for  women  currently  or  formerly 
experiencing  physical,  emotional  or  sexual  abuse  by  a  woman 
partner.  Call  HAWC  at  508-744-6841  for  info  and  support. 
_ (17.20) 

GET  PUBLISHED! 

GCN’s  news  dept  seeks  a  volunteer 
to  write  news  notes.  News  writing  experience  not  necessary.  5 
hr/week  ( flexible).  Call  Kelly  at  426-4469  for  more  info.  (C) 


SERVICES 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund 
&  Associates, 
P.C. 

David  R.  Lund, 

3arbara  Macy,  Therese  A.  Young 

Boston 

(617)  266-0760 


PERSONAL  HEAtTtt  - 

•General  Medical  Care  *Sports  Medicine 
•Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD  ; 

-  —1755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232»  Y4S9 - 


Gay  Community  News  classifieds 


My  heading  is 


FLAMER! 

Max.  20  characters 

BOLD 

Max.  30  characters 


My  text  is:  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


,1.111  ,fl( 

iDfunS  'rnnvJ 

Need  more  room!  Just  keep  writing  on  i  separate  sheet  of  paper  at  a  cost  of  2S«  per  word  (354  per  word  lor  business  ads) 

Basic  cost. 

□  iNon-business:  $6  for  1st  25  words;  25C 
for  each  additional  word. 

□  Business:  $8  for  1st  25  words;  35<C  for 
each  additional  word. 

$ _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs  $ 

Special  heading 

□  Flamer  ($3.00  x . 

□  Bold  ($1 .50  x _ 


My  category  is: 

□  PERSONALS  □  ANNOUNCEMENTS  □  HELP  WANTED 

ROOMMATE  WANTED  HOUSING  WANTED 

□  APARTMENTS  C  SUMMER  RENTALS  □  RESORTS 

□  FOR  SALE  □  PUBLICATIONS  □  ORGANIZATIONS 

□  SERVICES  □  RIDES  □  MOVERS  □  OTHER 


_ number  of  runs)  $. 

.  number  of  runs)  $. 

Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $ 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10%  $. 

□  21 -30  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15%  $. 

□  31  +  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20%  $  . 

□  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2  $ . 

Subtotal  $ 

S. 
S. 


Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  S4  for  6  weeks 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks 

Subscriptions 

□  I  want  to  subscribe! 

US:  $33 .  Institutional  rate;  $40. 

Display  Boxed  Classifieds 

□$15  per  column  inch 
_ inches  x  $15 


•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday’s  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 


Name 

Address. 

City  _ 

State _ 


Zip 


Phone  (_ 


Total  $ 


•*!* 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS 

C.L.U. 

Insurance 
for  all  your  needs 


Congress  St. 
Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 


Orleans/Brewster 
Office  Park 

E.  Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 


Call  toll-free  1-800-352-3185 


491-4110 


GRAPHIC  DESIGN 
TYPESETTING 
PRINTING 


10  Magazine  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 

(Magazine  and  Green  Streets,  Central  Square) 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 

DENNIS  IADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 

739-7860 


JOHN  WARD 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

CRIMINAL  DEFENSE 
CIVIL  LITIGATION 

(617)  424-1965 
65a  ATLANTIC  AVENUE 
BOSTON,  M A  02110 

MORE  THAN  TEN  YEARS  EXPERIENCE 
SERVING  THE  GAY  AND  LESBIAN 
COMMUNITY 


HELP  WANTED 


Community  Jobs 

The  only  nationwide  listing  of  socially  conscious  job  op¬ 
portunities  —  organizing,  women’s  issues,  health  care, 
peace/justice,  more.  $12/year.  CJ,  Box  G,  1516  P 
Street,  Washington,  DC  20005. _ (Ex) 

AMHERST  COOPERATIVE  BOOKSTORE 
Bookstore  co-manager  for  worker’s  cooperative. 
Bookstore,  collective,  political,  ordering  experience 
helpful.  Starts  late  july  part-time,  full-time  in 
September.  Starting  pay  $7.50  per  hour;  after  3  month 
evaluation  $8.00  with  full  benefits.  For  application  write 
Food  For  Thought  Books,  67  N.  Pleasant  St.,  Amherst, 
MA  01002  or  call  (413)  253-5432.  Application  deadlin 
July  15.  Affirmative  Action  employer. _ (49) 

FIELD  DIRECTOR  SOUGHT 

Nat’l  lobby  on  lesbian/gay  rights  &  AIDS  issues  seeks 
ind.  to  build  and  maintain  constituent  mail/pressure 
grassroots  system.  Recruit,  motivate  &  administer  local 
organizers  &  supervise  Regional  Field  Reps  to  expand 
mailgram  program,  constituent  lobbying,  house  meeting 
program  &  other  grassroots  activities.  Strong  people 
skills,  detail  oriented,  willing  to  travel  critical.  Send 
resume  &  cover  letter  to  HRCF  Field  Div,  Box  1723, 
Wash.  DC  20013.  Women  &  minorities  encouraged  to 
apply. _ (46) 

POLITICAL  MUSIC 

Fred  Small,  internationally  touring  singer-songwriterm 
seeks  booking  agent/promoter  with  strong  organiza¬ 
tional,  verbal  and  human  relations  skills.  Will  train.  30 
hrs./wk  minimum  unless  experienced.  (617)  497-1416. 

_ (47) 


HELP  WANTED 


DRAMA  DIRECTOR 

Planned  Parenthood  League  of  Massachusetts  seeks 
drama  director  on  a  weekly  consultant  basis  (3-6 
hours/wcek)  for  educational  theatre  troupe.  Experience 
with  teens  and  improvosational  techniqye  preferred. 
Please  forward  resume  to:  Jessica  Goldhirsch,  YET 
Coordinator,  99  Bishop  Allen  Drive,  Cambridge,  MA 
02139. _  (47) 

MANAGER  -  IMMEDIATE  FULL-TIME 
Weekdays:  Staff  management,  client  interaction, 
marketing,  budgeting,  administrative.  Excellent  in¬ 
terpersonal  skills;  attention  to  detail;  driver’s  license;  1-2 
year  commitment.  Unlimited  growth.  Cambridge. 
$18-25,000.  (617)492-8844. _ (17.05) 

LIVE-IN  PART-TIME 

Personal  care  atlendanis  to  assist  female  professional 
disabled  activist  and  friendly  cat  named  Beaver.  No  ex¬ 
perience  neccessary  but  must  have  a  drivers  license  and 
be  responsible,  mature,  and  energetic.  Live-in  gets 
$215/wk  plus  free  rent.  Weekdays  4:30-9:30  gets 
$!87/wk.  Weekends  gets  $180.  Call  73 1 -6228.  (17,03) 

ADVERTISING  SALES 

Excellent  part-time  openings  marketing  advertising  for 
america’s  premiere  gay  &  lesbian  newsweekly,  G.4  V 
COMMUNITY  NEWS.  Ad  reps  receive  high  commis¬ 
sion,  leads  and  staff  support.  Work  can  be  done  from 
your  home.  If  you  are  assertive,  responsible,  and  in¬ 
terested  in  sales,  call  the  Advertising  Coordinator  at 
(617)  426-4469,  or  write  to  GCN  62  Berkeley  Street, 
Boston,  Mass  021 16. _  _ _ 


FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 


*Progressive,  Dynamic 
Environment 

"Competitive  Salaries  and 
Excellent  Benefits 
■"Innovative  HIV  Education  and 
Treatment  Programs 

Fenway  Community  Flealth  Center 
provides  a  broad  range  of  medical 
and  mental  health  services  to 
residents  of  the  Fenway  and 
Metropolitan  Boston,  and  to 
members  of  the  New  England  gay 
and  lesbian  community. 
Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
is  an  Equal  Opportunity  Employer. 
People  of  Color  encouraged  to 
apply. 

MENTAL  HEALTH  AND 
COUNSELING  DIRECTOR 

Seeking  human  service  administrator  with  a 
minimum  of  five  years  of  budget,  personnel  and 
program  management  experience  to  oversee 
Substance  Abuse  Recovery  Program,  Individual 
and  Group  Mental  Health  Services,  and  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Helpline.  Position  requires  a 
Masters  Degree  in  Social  Work,  Psychology  or 
Counseling. 

VICTIM  ADVOCATE/ 
COUNSELOR 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Victim  Recovery  Program 
seeks  person  with  strong  interpersonal  and 
counseling  skills  and  knowledge  of  court  system 
and  social  service  agencies.  Will  assist  victims  in 
obtaining  services,  and  supervise  volunteers 
providing  community  education  and  victim 
support  services. 

LICENSED  ACUPUNCTURIST 

Massachusetts  licensed,  NADA  certified 
acupuncturist  wanted  for  lesbian  and  gay 
substance  abuse  detoxification  program  at  Fen¬ 
way  Community  Health  Center.  Approximately 
10  hours  per  week. 

SUBSTANCE  ABUSE 
COUNSELOR 

Full  time  position  for  experienced  substance 
abuse  counselor  to  work  with  acupuncture 
detoxification  clients  or  clients  of  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  substance  abuse  recovery  program.  In¬ 
cludes  individual  and  group  counseling.  Bil¬ 
ingual  (English-Spanish)  ability  a  plus. 

Send  resumes  to:  Personnel, 
Fenway  Community  Health 
Center,  16  Haviland  Street, 
Boston,  Mass.  02115 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 


3GM/3LF  seek  ind.  7th  for  huge  secluded  J.P.  house 
for  8/1.  4  fireplaces,  2  kitchens,  w/d,  private  bath  and 
more!  No  pets/slash  smokers.  $340-plus  utils.  983-0726. 

_ (47) 

Can  you  say  rent  control,  coffee,  vegetarian,  ice  cream, 
politics,  dancing?  Gay  man  or  lesbian  wanted  for  semi¬ 
coop  gay  household  in  Central  Square.  $240-plus. 
576-2368. _ (£7) 

2  LF’s  and  Golden  Retriever  seek  1  LF  28-plus  to  share 
sunny  3BR  apt  in  JP.  2  baths,  hardwood  floors,  W/D, 
porch,  small  yard  on  quiet,  dead  end  street.  Near  T, 
pond  and  Arboretum.  Non-smoker,  no  more  pets 
please.  $400.  plus  avail  July  1  or  Aug.  1. 522-2251.  (49) 

WHY,  EVEN  THE  DOG  IS  GAY... 

L  seeks  L  or  GM  for  2B  apt  on  the  fabulous  Medford 
Riviera.  375-plus,  no  furry  critters  nor  smokers.  Por¬ 
ches,  gay-owned,  Inde  but  jolly.  T-access,  easy  parking 
391-8193. _ _ <48) 

LF  32  and  dog,  10  seek  new  friend  to  apt.  hunt  in  Rosin- 

dale  area.  Non-smoker,  neat,  relaxed.  Call  Nancy 
323-2934.  6-9  pm  or  weekends. _ (47) 
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CLASSIFIEDS 

ROOMMATE  WANTEDl 


TRY  GCN’S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE 

AD 

□ 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed 
Roommate”  offer: 

ALL  ROOMMATE  AND 
HOUSEMATE  ADS  THAT 
ARE  PREPAID  FOR  TWO 
WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A 
ROOMMATE 
□ 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically 
renewed.  You  must  call  in  every 
additional  week  you  want  the  ad 
to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be 
accepted  all  day  Mondays  and 
Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469. 


LF  37  seeks  roommate  for  quiet  apt  10  min  from  J.P.  in 
lesbian-owned  duplex.  Avail  Aug  1st.  300-plus.  No  pets. 
Twelve  Steppers  encouraged  to  respond.  Sharron 
296-1184. _ (17.01) 

1  LF,  ISM  sk  3  resp.  neat  flks,  22-plus  for  5BR  semi-veg 
coop  hse  nr  Arb,  T.  W/D,  3  prchs,  230-plus  util.  July  1, 
522-9617. _ (46) 

ROOM  TO  RENT 

Furnished  Room  to  Rent  by  the  week  or  month,  sunny, 
private  home,  separate  bath,  parking,  bus;  women 
preferred,  $100  a  week.  646-5311. _ (46) 

Two  LF’s/gay  coonhound  sk  LF  25-plus  for  Cam- 
bridgeport  hse.  Rent-controlled,  driveway,  bkyd,  pets 
negotiable.  Near  T.  $270  for  bdrm  and  study.  July  1st. 
661-6771. _ (46) 

Brookline:  Five  fish,  three  cats,  eleven  year  old  girl,  two 
lesbian  moms  looking  for  chemical  free  woman  to  share 
apartment  near  T,  shopping  —  $300  month  plus  low 
utilities,  leave  message  73 1-1 576, _ (46) 

LF,  29  seeks  2  non-smoking  vegetarian,  easy  going  LF’s 
25-plus  for  Somerville  apartment  with  a  view.  Frances 
(the  cat)  wants  feline  companion.  Permanent  people  or 
summer  subletters  welcome.  Avail.  6/1.  $310-plus, 
776-7909. _ (46) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

3LF  seek  4th  for  sunny  spacious  apt.  Chem/alc  free  one 
kitten  no  more  pets.  $245/month-plus.  Available  now. 
Call  522-0637  for  details. _ (46) 

PROGRESSIVE  COOP  CAMBRIDGE 
Seeking  housemates.  We  are  mixed  men/women,  mixed 
sexual  orientations,  semi-veg.  If  you  are  easy-going, 
responsible,  non-smoking,  cat-free,  call!  864-1466. 

(17.25) 


SUMMER  RENTALS 


P-TOWN  SUMMER  RENTAL 

2  bedroom  fully  furnished  condo  for  rent.  Located  in 
the  quiet  “East  End.”  Has  waterview  and  access  to  Bay 
Beach.  Walking  distance  to  downtown.  Has  parking. 
Available  weekly  July  8-22,  Sept.  2-9.  Call  (617) 
62 1  -0555x  1 655  or  (61 7)  447-4922. _ (£7) 

Summer  sublet:  Somerville  near  Harvard.  LF  and  cat 
seek  one  or  two  F,  6/1  to  9/1.  Rent  $300  inch  Call 
625-7935. _ (46) 


HOUSING  WANTED 


Two  G/F  plus  small  housebrokcn  loving  dog,  in  search  of  a 
two  bedroom  apt  or  house  for  rent.  Non-smokers;  no  wild 
parties  or  drugs;  Both  professionals.  Call  566-1642  after  4pm 
or  254-2873  to  leave  message. _ (46) 


APARTMENTS 


CHELSEA  BY  THE-SEA 

Beautiful  harbor  and  downtown  views  from  this  two  bedroom 
condo  with  deck.  Fully  applianced,  air  conditioned,  California 
Closets,  laundry,  off-street  parking.  References.  Rent 
$850.00/month  includes  heal.  Call  617/383-2849, _ (49) 

DORCHESTER 

Spacious  3  bedroom  apt.  in  lesbian  owner-occupied  3  family 
house.  Quiet  street,  convenient  to  South  End,  expressway, 
UMass.  Porches,  yard,  mod  kitchen  and  bath.  $850-p!us 
utilities.  825-9113/364-3194. _ (46) 

LESBIAN  OWN/OCC  3  FAMILY 

Large  I  bedroom  apt  on  3rd  floor.  Nice  residential  are  in 
Malden  near  Orange  line.  Parking.  Pets  possible.  $675-plas 
utilities.  Avail.  June  1 .  Call  Karen  (617)321-3569. _ (46) 

Somerville  —  Beaut.  Viet,  2!A-3  BR  apt  on  2  firs.  LR  DR 
•  porch  yard.  $900.  Avail.  July  1 . 776-5585. _ (46) 

Dorchester  Fields  Comer.  6  rooms  in  2  family,  exposed  wood. 
Modem  kitchen,  bath.  Rear  deck.  Ample  parking  on  quiet 
street  near  T.  $900-plas.  Fust  and  last,  no  fee.  265-8678.  (46) 


VACATIONS 


DMITRIS  GUEST  HOUSE  IN  SAN  DIEGO 

Close  to  downtown,  bay,  beaches,  zoo  and  Mexico. 
Friendly,  relaxed  atmosphere.  Reasonable  rates,  pool 
and  spa.  (619)  238-5547.  931  21st  S.D.,  CA  92102. 
_ (17.01) 

GAY  COUNTRY  INN 

Spend  long,  lazy  days  by  our  pool,  cool  nights  by  a 
crackling  fire  or  in  our  hot  tub.  100  acre  mountain  set¬ 
ting  with  golf,  tennis,  hiking,  antiquing  nearby. 
HIGHLANDS  INN.  Box  1 18G.  Bethlehem.  NH.  03574. 
(603)  869-3978.  Grace  and  Judi,  Innkeepers. _ (17.8) 


GCN  SPECIALS 


The  GCN  features  dept,  could  really  use  someone  to 
help  keep  track  of  the  books  for  review,  correspond  with 
publishers,  etc.  About  3  hrs  a  week.  We’ll  love  you 
forever!  Call  Steph  at  GCN:  (617)  426-4469. _ 

TRANSCRIPTION 

VOLUNTEERS  NEEDED 

GCN  has 50  many  fascinating  taped  interviews!!  But  we 
can’t  transcribe  ’em  as  fast  as  they  get  taped.  If  you  can 
help  out,  even  for  a  few  hours,  call  Steph  at  (617) 
426-4469. _ 

DICTIONARIES  NEEDED! 

The  average  educational  level  of  prisoners  is  junior  high 
school  (meaning  that  many  haven’t  even  finished 
elementary  school).  Both  because  they  have  “time”  now, 
and  because  they  need  to  understand  the  pretentious 
“legalese”  and  other  language  of  the  system,  they  need 
dictionaries. 

Please  consider  keeping  an  eye  out  for  “deals”  and 
picking  up  a  few  for  us  to  send  out.  THANKS! 


PUBLICATIONS 


Mell  Greene  Art  New  Now  Lists:  Public  $25.  Private 
$125.  Secret  $250.  Picasso  Gay  Younger.  PO  Box  5727, 
Boston,  Mass.  02114.  Print  Sets  Colors  Sculptures 
A-Ink. _ (47) 

BREAKTHROUGH! 

Political  journal  of  Prairie  Fire  Organizing  Committee, 
Spring  1989  issue.  Women  of  the  Philippine  Revolution 
—  Interview  with  Makibaka;  The  Post-Feminist  Mysti¬ 
que;  speech  by  PISD  (People  with  Immune  System 
Disorders);  Crack  and  Black  Youth.  $3  including 
postage.  John  Brown  Book  Club,  POB  1422,  San  Fran- 
cisco,  CA  94114. _ _ _  ' 

Do  you  need  facts  about  menopause?  Does  the 
stereotyping  of  older  women  make  you  angry?  Do  you 
want  to  be  part  of  an  Older  Feminists  Network? 
Broomstick ,  a  bimonthly  national  magazine  by,  for  and 
about  women  over  forty.  Annual  subs  (US  funds  only) 
U.S.  $15,  Canada  $20,  Overseas  and  Institutions  $25. 
Sliding  scale  available.  Sample  copy  $3.50.  3543  18  St. 
#3,  San  Francisco,  CA  941 10. _ 

BAD  ATTITUDE 

A  lesbian  sex  magazine.  Irreverent  and  Hot!  $12  for  one  , 
year’s  subscription  (3  issues).  B.A.  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  110, 
Cambridge,  MA  02139. _ (16.33) 


PUBLICATIONS 


LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1.50;  sub.  $6;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  No.  236G,  SF,  CA  941 14. 


ORGANIZATIONS 


OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174. _ (15.48) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people.  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  584  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  941 14. 
(16.1) _ 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 
Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:00.  Women’s  meeting  at  6:45.  Call 
523-7363  for  info. _ (15.32) 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

Intergenerational  Love  Support  Group.  World  wide 
news,  art,  opinions.  Application,  information  free. 
Bulletin  $1.00  NAMBLA,  P.O.  Box  1923,  St.  Louis, 
Missouri,  631 18.  (7) 


MOVERS 


POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Complete  moving  service.  7  days  a  week.  New  and  used 
boxes.  Inside  heated  storage  lockers.  Truck  and  equip- 
ment  rentals.  We  load/unload  your  truck.  522-0826. 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
_ MPDU  Number  23733 _ 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU025522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 


From  $18  /  hr. 

MAXI-VANS 

CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 
>  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 
.  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 
■  LIC.  and  INS. 


236-1848 


GAYELL0W  RAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973  Accom¬ 
modations.  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications,  organizations, 
religious  groups,  services,  social  groups,  switchboards, 
therapists,  travel  agents,  etc  .  etc. .  elc  (area  codes 
and  zip  codes  too1) 

USA  &  CANADA  $10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  S4.50;  includes  Manhattan  bar 
notes  &  women's  section. 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  S4.50;  Alabama,  Arkansas  N.  &  S. 
Carolina.  Florida.  Georgia.  Kansas.  Kentucky.  Louisiana. 
Mississippi.  Missouri,  New  Mexico.  Oklahoma,  Puerto 
Rico,  Tennessee.  Texas.  Virginia 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4.50;  Connecticut,  Delaware. 
District  of  Columbia,  Maine.  Maryland,  Massachusetts, 
New  Hampshire.  Ohio.  Pennsylvania,  jihode  Island,  Ver¬ 
mont,  W.  Virginia 

Renaissance  House,  Box  292GCN  Village  Station,  NY,  NY 
10014  212-674-0120.  All  books  discreetly  by  tirst  class 
mail;  your  name  kept  strictly  confidential.  To  list  a 
business  or  organization,  or  for  further  information,  send 
stamped,  self-addressed  business-size  envelope  Please 
contact  us  lor  prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order 
from  Glad  Day  Books,  598  Yonge  St. ,  Toronto,  Ontario 
MAY  1Z3  416-961-4161  (check  for  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


Prisoners 
Seeking! 
Friends 


IF  YOU  WANT  PEACE, 
WORK  FOR  IUSTICE 


With  incisive  reporting  and  thoughtful  analysis  IN 
THESE  TIMES  offers  the  very  best  in  alternative  American 
journalism.  We've  built  our  reputation  on  addressing! 
the  issues  the  mainstream  media  ignores,  and  that’s  why  I 
our  unique  point-of-view  has  been  trusted  by  thousands 
of  readers  for  over  a  decade.  Why  not  see  for  yourself? 
You  may  order  a  subscription  by  calling  800-435-0715 
(in  Illinois  call  800-892-0753)  or  by  writing  to  IN  THESE 
TIMES.  1912  Debs  Avc.,  Ml.  Morris.  IL6I054,  (17,36) 

OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation’s  oldest 
women’s  newsjournal.  Analysis,  reviews,  conference 
coverage,  and  news  —  on  health,  feminist  theory, 
reproductive  rights,  civil  rights  and  political  work 
among  working,  disabled,  incarcerated,  old,  and  poor 
women,  women  of  color,  lesbians  and  women  from 
every  continent.  $15/11  issues.  Trial  sub:  $4/3  issues. 
oob.  Dept.  GCN,  2423  18th  St.,  NW,  Washington,  DC 
20009. _ _ (ex) 

WOMEN’S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since  1983. 
Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and  abroad. 
Subscriptions:  $15/U.S.,  $I8/Canada,  $25/institutions. 
Free  sample  on  request.  THE  WOMEN’S  REVIEW, 
Wellesley  Women’s  Research  Center,  Wellesley,  MA 
02181. _ (ex) 

BLACK/OUT 

Special  10th  Anniv.  edition  of  Black/Out  now  available. 
This  bi/annual  magazine  from  the  National  Coalition 
for  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  contains  essays,  reviews, 
poetry,  news  and  announcements  concerning  the  Black 
Lesbian  and  Gay  community.  Sample  copy  $6  plus  $1 
postage.  1  year  subscription  (2  issues)  $10  to 
BLACK/OUT,  c/o  NCBLG,  19641  West  Seven  Mile, 
Detroit,  Ml  48219. _ (ex) 

OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 

A  journal  of  woman-to-woman  S/M.  Fantasy,  analysis, 
erolic  art  and  much  more.  Sub:  $I3/four  issues.  Single 
issues  $4.  Musi  stale  you  are  over  18.  SASE  for  info. 
P.O.  Box  23  Somerville.  MA  02143. _ (ex) 

WOMEN  OF  POWER:  "A  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Polities,”  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4  issues; 
single  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cam- 
bridge,  M  A  02238,  telephone  (617)  625-7885. _ (ex) 

ON  OUR  BACKS 

The  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for  lesbians,  is  48 
pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  timely  sexual  ad¬ 
vice  and  news  columns.  We  are  quarterly,  national,  uni¬ 
que  and  provocative.  $15/yr.  sub  or  $5  current  issue  to: 
ON  OUR  BACKS,  P.O.  Box  421916,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94142.  (ex) 


HEY  THERE  POETS  &ARTISTS!! 

(I  include  those  of  you  too  modest  or  un¬ 
confident  to  call  yourselves  ‘artist’  or  ‘poet’! 
OK,  how  about  scribblers  and  doodlers?)  GCN 
can  always  use  a  fresh  supply  of  your  drawings, 
poems,  and  whatever  else  gets  out  your  feeling. 
We  do  a  big  poetry  spread  once  a  year  and  we 
ALWAYS  need  drawings  (black  &  white, 
about  as  wide  as  one  of  these  colums).  You  can 
think  of  them  as  your  gift  to  us  in  return  for 
our  gift  to  you  of  this  paper.  Don’t  worry  if 
they're  not  ‘professional’.  We’re  looking  for 
inspiration,  not.  technique 

BLACK  fiction,  non-fiction  needed! 
The  prisoner  project  is  in  desperate  need 
of  reading  material  about  Afro-American 
culture/politics  etc.  As  you  can  imagine, 
_  this  comes  from  the  facts  that  many  if  not 

B1"  most  of  the  prisoners  we  are  in  touch  with 
are  Black  (about  12  percent  of  the  U.S. 
pop.  and  50  percent  of  prisoners  are 
Black)  and  because  none  of  us  has  learned 
much  of  Afro-American  culture  in 
‘school’.  If  you  have  some  reading  that 
you’d  like  to  donate,  please  call  Mike  at 
GCN  426-4469,  or  drop  it  off  at  the  Red- 
book  Store,  92  Green  St,  Jamaica  Plain, 
MA  02130^ THANKS! 

MUSIC— .MUSIC— MUSIC!!.' 

If  you  want  a  FREE  copy  of  ‘An  Understan¬ 
dable  Guide  to  Music  Theory’  by  Charles  Bufe, 
please  contact  us:  BOUND  TOGETHER 
BOOKSTORE,  1369  Haight  St,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94117. 
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I  would  like  a  penpal,  and  also  to  submit  a  re¬ 
quest  for  any  female  Prisoner  in  Mass,  who 
would  like  to  be  transferred  to  Fla.  to  do  their 
time,  so  I  may  come  to  Mass.  I  would  like  to  get 
a  fresh  new  start  in  Boston  upon  my  release  If 
interested  please  write.  LaVerne  JACKSON 
Cl  601 30,  Starr  Dorm,  PO  Box  147,  Lowell  FL 
32663  - * — - 


NOT  EXACTLY  MUSCULAR 
When  you  have  a  chance  to  run  a  penpal  ad  you 
can  say  that  I‘m  good  looking,  smart,  slender 
built,  not  exactly  muscular  yet  a  decent  build, 
I’m  lonely  in  here  and  looking  for  some  one  to 
share  my  future  with  on  the  outside.  Danny 
ADAMS,  164852,  Box  7,  2A-330,  Moberly  MO 
65270. 


Tall,  love-starved  male  is  seeking  cor¬ 
respondence  with  super  passive  TV/TS.  Robert 
M.  GODWIN,  161558,  500  Spring  St,  Rich¬ 
mond  VA  23261. 


I  look  forward  to  receiving  your  paper  each 
week  and  if  anyone  out  there  would  like  to 
write  an  older  man  (45  years  old),  I’m  looking 
for  friendship,  not  someone  to  just  jump  in  the 
sack  with.  I  hope  to  build  a  good  relationship 
with  someone.  Charles  SANFORD,  096641 
(F-52),  500  Orange  Ave.  Circle,  Belle  Glade  FL 
33430. 


Loveable  TS  looking  for  a  good  man,  in  prison 
or  out.  One  that  can  give  a  lot  of  love  and  af¬ 
fection,  in  return  for  love  and  affection.  1  like 
reading  and  good  sex.  Cum  and  get  me!  Joni  L. 
WOOD,  Rt  1  Box  207-C,  Lawrenceville  VA 
23868. 


Prisoner  seeking  a  friend!  Body  builder  into 
weightlifting,  rodeos  and  country  life.  Want  a 
real  man.  No  games.  Desire  long  term  friends 
that  are  understanding.  Your  picture  will  get 
mine.  Prefer  cowboy  or  weightlifter.  Daniel 
GREEN,  35832,  Box  1568,  Hutchinson  KS 
67504. 


Part-Indian,  part  Mexican,  effeminate,  loyal 
and  seeking  outside  companionship.  I  like  soft 
easy  listening  music,  and  am  athletically  inclin¬ 
ed.  Johnnie  SMITH,  167558,  Box  7,  IB-130, 
Moberly  MO  65270. 

TEXAS  Legal  Aid  needed! 

If  you  can  help  in  any  way  with  access  to  courts, 
discrimination  against  AIDS  patients  and  har- 
rassmentl retaliation  against  prisoners,  please 
write  Danny  ANGELETTI,  447799,  Rt  4  Box 
1200,  Rosharon  TX  77S83.  


A  fellow  girlfriend  here  showed  me  your  paper. 
1  really  enjoyed  it!  1  would  also  enioy  a  penpal. 
I’m  a  very  nice  looking  fellow  with  a  well  built 
little  body.  Robert  SCOTT,  977  Camp  Rd, 
Salisbury  NC  28145. _ 

Artist/PWA  looking  for  penpal.  Please  write 
Keith  MANNING,  381132,  Rt  2  Box  20,  Mid¬ 
way  TX  75852. 


Can’t  have  sex:  dick  too  big... 

I’m  a  Black  drag  queen,  34.  They  call  me 
‘Brandy’  and  I’m  looking  for  a  man  that  can’t 
have  sex  with  any  one  because  his  dick  is  too 
big.  I’m  the  one  for  you.  Looking  for  a  good 
relationship.  I  love  to  cool  out  at  home  and 
keep  house  for  my  man,  and  love  to  have  sex  all 
the  time,  and  eat  my  man  ass  out.  Michael 
HOWARD,  188-929,  Box  56,  Lebanon  OH 
45036. _ 

Mellow  bisexual  male,  28,  would  enjoy  hearing 
from  any  sex,  color,  etc.  Thank  you.  Jamey 
STEWART,  39737,  1012  W.  Columbia,  Farm- 
ington  MO  63640. _ 

I  would  like  to  receive  letters  and  write  other 
active  Gays.  No  prisoners  please.  I’m  very  sub¬ 
missive  and  enjoy  an  active  man.  Scott  Andrew 
BREIER,  389913,  Rt  1  Box  150,  Tenn.  Colony 
TX  75861. _ 

Well,  to  be  straightforward  it  is  really  lonely  in 
this  little  Redneck  county  jail.  No  mail,  no 
visits.  May  I  place  an  ad  to  meet  friends  and  get 
some  mail?  ‘Sally’.  Please  write:  Abdullah 
Sahih  MUMIN,  301  Court  St,  Little  Valley  NY 
14755. 


Thank  you,  CHRISSIE  ! 

True  friends  are  hard  to  find.  Thanks  to 
GCN  for  being  there  and  HAPPY  BIRTH- 
DAY  to  my  new  friend  Chrissie!  Alfred 

I’m  a  very  loveable  person  that  would  like  to  write 
other  Gay  people.  I’m  a  Transsexual.  I  go  both  ways 
or  you  can  just  call  me  a  Freak.  I’m  19,  Puerto  Rican 
ana  would  like  to  hear  from  you  Freaky  people  out 
there.  (Tanya).  Troy  RIVERA,  IMB  0453,  Box  4SD0, 
Rome  NY  13444. _ 

LOOKING  FOR  REALNESS 
I’m  Black/Indian,  very  lonely,  and  searching 
for  real  Gay /Bisexual/Transsexual  people  to 
help  me  make  it  through  these  long  lonely  days 
and  nights.  Any  race  welcome  as  I’m  after 
what’s  inside  the  heart  and  mind,  not  the  color 
of  the  skin,  and  don’t  be  shy  about  physical  ap¬ 
pearances  either,  I  can  love  ‘realness’.  Clayton 
HOWARD,  45710,  2605  State  St,  Salem  OR 
97310 
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10  Saturday  □  Laugh  it  up  on  Pride  Day  with  Lea  DeLaria, 
this  year’s  emcee.  Rally  on  Boston  Common  after  the 
parade. 


Calendar  listings  must  be  received  by  the  Monday 
before  the  week  of  the  event  Photos  encouraged. 
Please  specify  if  event  is/is  not  wheelchair  accessi¬ 
ble  and/or  sign  language  interpreted.  Please  use 
our  format  as  a  guide  for  listings  and  put  each 
event  on  a  separate  sheet,  if  possible. 


10  Saturday:  Boston  Les¬ 
bian/Gay  Pride 

Boston  □  Lesbian/Gay  Pride  March,  join  19th  annual  com¬ 
munity  gathering  at  I  lam  at  City  Hall.  Kick-off  at  noon.  Rally  on 
the  Common  begins  at  2pm.  Softball  games  begin  at  4:30pm.  Per¬ 
formers/speakers  for  the  day  include  AMALGM,  Batucada  Belles. 
Lea  Delaria,  Jenifer  Firestone.  Mel  King.  Matthew  Hayes,  David 
Scondras,  Somos  Lesla.  Robin  Tyler,  Elaine  Noble,  Mayor  Ray 
Flynn,  Attorney  General  James  Shannon,  Tom  Wilson  Weinberg, 
Maxine  Feldman.  267-2113. 

Boston  □  Boston  Rainbow  Coalition  Annual  Mtg  Input 
sought  from  lesbian/gay  community  for  coming  year's  agenda 
Roxbury  Community  College  Cafeteria,  1234  Columbus  Ave. 
Wheelchair  access.  4-8pm.  Patrick,  288-7632. 


12  Monday 


Boston  □  Boston  Arts  and  Athletic  Committee  organizing 
for  the  Gay  Games  III.  Betty  Gibson,  556  Tremont  St.  7:30pm. 
288-1606 

Boston  □  Rally  for  Gay  Rights  at  State  House,  12-1 :30pm. 
Urge  immediate  action  on  Gay  Civil  rights  bill.  776-6956. 

Boston  □  Lobby  Day  For  Gay  Rights  Orientation/sign  up  at 
9:30am,  Nurse's  Hall,  State  House.  Call  in  advance  to  coordinate 
appointments  with  legislators.  Sponsored  by  Coalition  for  Les¬ 
bian  and  Gay  Rights.  776-6956. 


1 3  Tuesday 


Boston  □  Sex  and  Intimacy  for  Lesbians  workshop 
facilitated  by  Laurie  Livingston,  Ed.D.,  &  Lisa  McDonnell,  MSW. 
Living  Well  Series  sponsored  by  Fenway  Community  Health 
Center.  Limited  to  IS  women.  Free.  93  Mass.  Ave.  7:30-9:30 
pm.  To  register  call  Paul  or  Robb  at  267-0900. 

Boston  □  The  Stonewall  Spirit  Into  the  Gay  '90s  A  Gay 

and  Lesbian  town  meeting  at  Faneuil  hall.  Focus  on  prospects  for 
electing  openly  gay  public  officials.  ASL  provided.  Co-sponsored 
by  the  Greater  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  Political  Alliance  and 
Pride  Celebrations.  7:30pm.  Free.  247-0099. 


Roxbury  □  Healing  service  for  all  affected  by  AIDS  The 

First  Church  of  Roxbury,  a  Unitarian  Universalist  Congregation 
located  at  John  Eliot  Sq.  7pm.  445-1277. 

Marlboro  □  West  of  Boston  Lesbians  brave  the  rapids  of 

the  Concord  river  with  a  canoe  trip.  Contact  Janis  508/386-7737. 


Providence,  Rl  □  ACT-UP/Rhode  Island  open  meetings. 
Rocket,  73  Richmond  St.  7pm.  Bill,  782-9063. 

Roxbury  □  ACT  UP/Boston  meets  to  confront  the  AIDS 
crisis.  Room  345,  Bldg.  3,  Roxbury  Community  College.  7pm. 
49-ACT  UP. 


Boston  □  Bisexual  Women's  Network  pre-Pride  brunch. 
Community  Church  of  Boston,  565  Boylston,  2nd  fl.  $5.  Bisexual 
contingent  convenes  in  Govt.Ctr  at  1 1:30am.  247-6683. 

Boston  □  Open  house  reunion  of  people  involved  in  Boston 
gay  rights  movement  between  1968  &  1974.  Church  of  St.  John 
the  Evangelist,  33  Bowdom.  4-8pm.  Bring  a  friend.  323-6712. 

Boston  □  Amethyst  Women's  Pride  Dance  Boston 
YWCA,  140  Clarendon  St.  9pm-lam.  $6, more/less.  Alcohol  and 
drug  free  space. 

Cambridge  □  Pride  Party  at  Indigo  —  A  club  for  Women. 
Buffet  and  dancing.  823  Main  St.  12  noon-2am. 

Boston  □  Girth  and  Mirth  Monthly  social.  At  Hill  House,  Joy 
St.  8-IOpm.  $4,  $6  non-members.  387-0762. 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Contra  Dance  with  South  East  Gays  and  Les¬ 
bians.  Band  Nantucket  Sound  and  caller  Cindy  Green.  First 
Church  of  Jamaica  Plain,  Centre  &  Eliot.  8pm.  $5.  729-9206. 

Boston  □  Dancing  in  the  Streets,  2nd  annual  event  spon¬ 
sored  by  Grass  Roots  Gay  Right  Fund.  Fritz,  corner  of  Chandler  & 
Berkeley.  482-4428. 

Boston  □  Seven  Sisters  Lesbian  Alumnae  meet  at  1 1 :30am 
in  front  of  Browning  Ltd,  2  Center  Plaza  to  march  in  Pride 
parade.  484-8527. 

Newtonville  □  Mothers  &  Others,  a  one-woman  cabaret 
with  Debra  Wise.  Arts  Center  Theater,  61  Washington  Park. 
8pm.  $10.  964-3424. 

1 1  Sunday 

Boston  □  Lesbian  Health  Day  Health  screening  at  the  Fen¬ 
way  Health  Center.  Breast  exams,  pap  smears,  cervical  exams 
done  free.  16  Haviland  St.  Wheelchair  accessible.  I0am-2pm. 
267-7573. 

Boston  □  A  Tribute  to  Jeff  Levi  who  will  be  leaving  his  posi¬ 
tion  as  executive  director  of  the  National  Gay  &  Lesbian  Task 
Force.  Club  Cafe,  209  Columbus  Ave.  4-6pm.  $25  suggested. 
Cash  bar.  Hosts:  Barney  Frank,  Max  Levi,  David  Scondras,  Gerry 
Studds.  Steve  Tierney. 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Lesbian/Gay  Neighbors  post  Pride  al 
fresco  potluck.  Jamaica  Pond  at  ODT  entrance.  3-6:30pm. 
S24-0833 

Boston  □  Celebrating  ourselves  in  music  and  arts.  A  com¬ 
munity  wide  concert  to  benefit  Metropolitan  Community 
Church.  131  Cambridge  St.  2pm, 

Cambridge  □  Frontrunners  2  and  5  mile  Gay  Pride  run. 
Begins  at  Riverside  Park  on  the  Cambridge  side  of  the  Charles. 

I  lam.  $8.  423-7606. 

Boston  □  Downtown  Cafe  Benefit  Brunch  for  the  Fenway 
Community  Health  Center.  Ham.  $9.95.  338-7037. 

Boston  □  Fenway  Lesbian  and  Gay  Neighbors  An  after¬ 
noon  of  outdoor  fun  and  picnic.  Back  Bay  Fens.  3pm.  Wayne. 
353-1925 

Salem  □  North  Shore  Lesbian  and  Gay  Alliance  Annual 
Spring  Auction.  McGowan's  Restaurant.  6pm.  745-3848 

Wellesley  □  Wellesley  Lesbian  Alumnae  reunion  for  all 
classes.  French  House.  Dover  Rd.  3-Spm.  484-8527. 

Boston  □  (onion  Society,  a  group  of  gay  men  and  lesbians  of 
Greek  heritage  sponsor  a  community-wide  pnde  dance  at  the 
1270  club.  7- 1 1  pm.  $6. 

,  Boston  □  Tea  on  the  Sea  harbor  cruise  to  benefit  the  Pnde 
Committee.  Boston  Harbor  Hotel.  3-6pm.  James.  426-6969. 


14  Wednesday 

Somerville  □  Two  in  Twenty,  lesbian  soap  opera.  Special 
encore  performance  for  Gay  Pride  week.  Somerville  Theater. 
Episodes  1,2,3  at  8pm.  4  and  5  shown  Thursday.  $5.50  for  one 
night,  $10  for  both.  ASL  interpreted  and  closed  captioned. 
625-1084. 

Boston  □  Gay,  Lesbian  and  Bi-sexual  Veterans  General 
membership  meeting.  Boston  City  Hall,  Piemonte  room. 
7- 1 0pm.  723-8127 

15  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN  Production  Night.  All  welcome.  Proof¬ 
reading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near 
Arlington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info,  GCN:  617/426-4469. 

Somerville  □  Two  in  Twenty  See  Above. 

16  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  Mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper  and  meet 
new  friends.  5- 1 0pm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  and  Back 
Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  617/426-4469. 

Boston  □  Gay  Pride  Concert  featuring  the  Connecticut  and 
Boston  Gay  Men's  Choruses.  Jordan  Hall,  New  England  Conser¬ 
vatory.  8pm.  Sign  language  interpreted.  $18,  $14,  $9.  482-2527. 

Concord,  N.H.  □  N.H.  Pride  Rally  on  the  State  House  steps 
with  speaker  Kim  Harvey  and  performer  Heather  Bishop.  Dusk. 
Jack.  603/669-0096. 

Cambridge  □  Catie  Curtis,  folksinger  at  Modem  Times  Cafe, 
Inman  Sq.  9pm.  $3.  354-8371. 

Haverhill  □  Patty  Larkin.  New  Moon  Coffee  House, 
Unitarian  Universalist  Church,  16  Ashland  St.  8pm. 
508/373-9259. 

17  Saturday  ' 

Henniker,  N.H.  □  N.H.  Pride  Celebration  with  Kate  Clin¬ 
ton,  Romanovsky  &  Philips,  and  more.  Pat’s  Peak.  1 0am.  $15. 
Pride  Dance  follows  at  8pm.  $5.  Jack  603/669-0096. 

Boston  □  Prime  Timers  monthly  meeting  at  the  Lindemann 
Health  center,  25  Stamford  St.  Speaker  Richard  Freeman,  artistic 
director  of  the  new  Ehrlich  Theater.  2-4pm.  $1. 

Boston  DCelebrASIAN  ’89,  1 0th  Anniversary  of  the  Alliance 
of  Mass.  Asian  Lesbians  and  Gays.  Open  house  at  Boston  City 
Hall  lobby.  Panel  Discussion,  cultural  events,  play  and  dance. 
7pm.  $6/adv.  $7-10  at  door.  499-9535. 

Cambridge  □  Book  Sale  at  Women’s  Center  Hundreds  of 
books  for  sale  from  25  cents  to  $  I .  Proceeds  go  to  Prison  Book 
Program  and  the  GCN  Prisoner  Project.  46  Pleasant  St.  IO-2pm. 
354-8807. 

Boston  □  Woolf,  A  Film  by  Virginia  Sandman  Boston 
Film/Video  Foundation,  1126  Boylston  St.  8pm.  $5.  536-1540. 
Not  wheelchair  accessible.  Also  6/18. 

18  Sunday 

Canton  H  Community-wide  AIDS  Healing,  Memorial  Ser¬ 
vice  co-sponsored  by  Am  Tikva.  Temple  Beth  David,  256  Ran¬ 
dolph  St.  4pm.  782  8894 

Lowell  □  Gay  in  the  Merrimack  Valley  monthly  potluck. 
First  Grace  Church,  225  Stedman  St,  Unit  31.  6-9pm. 
508/452-4686. 

Cambridge  □  Outrageous  Women  benefit,  featuring  D.J. 
Fire,  non-alcoholic  beverages,  auction,  prize  for  most  outrageous 
costume.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  I  IS  I  Mass.  Ave.  8pm- 
lam.  $5. 


Boston  □  Woolf,  a  film  by  Virginia  Sandman  See  6/17. 
4pm. 

20  Tuesday 

Boston  □  FCHC  community  meeting  for  Lesbian  and  gay 
community  to  provide  input  on  the  health  center’s  new  building. . 
323  Newbury  St.  2nd  floor.  7pm.  267-0900. 

21  Wednesday 

Boston  □  Boston  Coalition  for  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays 

meets  every  other  week.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  and 
Back  Bay  T-stops.  6:30pm.  Carla,  524-3370. 

22  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN  Production  Night  All  welcome.  Proof¬ 
reading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near 
Arlington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info,  GCN:  617/426-4469. 

Boston  □  Boston  Living  center  general  meeting,  including 
potluck.  Sponsored  by  the  community  center  run  by  and  for  all 
those  affected  by  AIDS.  PWAs  attend  as  free  guests  of  the 
center.  U/Mass  downtown  campus  Rm  222.  7pm.  734-6339. 

Boston  n  FCHC  Third  Annual  Public  Forum  of  the  health 
center's  research  department.  Rabb  lecture  hall  at  the  Boston 
Public  Library.  6:30-8:30pm.  Open  to  the  public.  267-0900. 

Weekly  events 
Saturday 

Boston  □  The  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  new  train¬ 
ing  session  for  hotline.  617/492-RAPE. 

Boston  □  Women's  Self-Defense  Collective  Women's  Self- 
Defense  Classes  All  ages,  abilities.  Wed.  eves.,  Sat.  afternoons. 
574-9433. 

Sunday 

Boston  □  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth 

(BAGLY).  Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35  Bowdom  St. 
2-5pm.  354-6658. 

Boston  □  Metro  Healing  healing  group  for  everyone. 
Metropolitan  Health  Club  aerobics  room,  209  Columbus  Ave, 
7:30-9:30pm.  426-9205. 

Boston  □  “Boston’s  Other  Voice,"  radio  for  Gay/Lesbian 
community  with  Peter  Stickel.  6/11  Cindy  Patton,  the  show's 
person  of  the  year.  6/18  Opinions  on  jerking  off.  1 1  pm.  WROR 
98.5  FM. 

Monday 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Rap  6/19  Lesbian  Sex.  6/26  Discussing 
the  Rap.  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8- 1 0pm.  Free 
354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

Cambridge  □  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  holds 
bi-weekly  planning  meeting.  142  Memorial  Drive,  room  306. 
7pm.  776-6956. 

Tuesday 

Boston  □  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston  meet  1st  &  3rd 
Tues.  of  the  month.  Lindemann  Ctr,  2nd  0.  8-IOpm.  742-7897. 

Boston  □  Gay  and  Lesbian  Support  Group  for  Adult 
Children  of  Alcoholics  Faulkner  Hospital.  8:30-l0pm.  Intake 
interview  required.  522-5800  x 1 908 . 

Cambridge  □  The  Group  Walker  Memorial  MIT  on  Memorial 
Drive.  8pm.  266-1129. 


Cambridge  □  Bisexual  Women’s  Rap.  6/13  S/M.  6/20  Age 
differences.  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  7:30- 1 0pm. 
354-8807. 

Cambridge  □  30-plus  Lesbian  Rap  6/13  Anger  6/20  Body 
Image.  6/27  Social  Night.  7-8:30pm.  The  Women's  Center  (see 
above). 

Cambridge  □  Women  For  Sobriety  A  self  help  group  for 
women  recovering  from  addictions.  Women’s  Center,  46  Plea¬ 
sant  St.  8-9:30pm.  354-8807 

Wednesday 

Boston  □  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth 

Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35  Bowdoin  St.  New  persons' 
meeting  6pm:  women  and  men  meet  separately  6:45-7:30; 
general  meeting  at  7:30pm.  354-6658. 

Boston  □  Bisexual  Children  of  Alcoholics  Mass.  General 
Hosp.,  lower  amphitheater  7:30pm.  259-1559. 

Cambridge  □  "Say  it.  Sister!”  WMBR,  88. 1  FM.  7-8pm. 

Boston  □  Women  in  the  Building  Trades  Free  introductory 
workshops  for  women  interested  in  union  jobs  &  apprenticeships. 
241  Saint  Botolph  St.  6-8pm.  266-2338. 

Boston  □  Women’s  Self-Defense  Classes  for  women  of  all 
ages,  abilities,  See  Sat.  listing. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Al-Anon  with  childcare.  Women's 
Center  (see  above).  6:30-8pm. 

Cambridge  □  MASS  ACT  OUT  meeting.  M.I.T.,  Building 
66,  Rm.  126.  7:30pm,  661-7737. 

Thursday 

Boston  □  Names  Project  Quilting  Bee  Bi-weekly  through 
May.  Arlington  St.  Church.  6pm.  451-9003. 

Northampton  □  Valley  Gay  Alliance  meets  1st,  3rd  Th. 
every  month,  basement  of  the  Unitarian  Church,  22  Main  St. 
7:30pm.  413/527-5310. 

Stoneham  □  Incest  Survivors’  Group  for  women.  New 
England  Memorial  Hospital.  5  Woodland  Rd.  5-6:30pm.  Sara  Eps¬ 
tein,  979-7025. 

Boston  □  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  drop-in  group 
for  women  who  have  been  raped.  492-RAPE. 

Cambridge  □  Incest  Survivors  Group  Women's  Center 
(see  above),  7:30-9:30pm. 

Cambridge  □  Non-offending  male  sexual  abuse  survivors 

group  meets  first  Thursday  of  every  month.  Cambndge  Ctr.  of 
Commerce  conference  room,  859  Mass.  Ave.  8:30-  10pm.  $5 
donation.  498-9881. 

Friday 

Worcester  □  AIDS  Project-Worcester  support  group  for  HIV 
positive,  PWAs,  PWARCs,  supporters.  Open  to  all  lesbians,  gay 
men.  51  Jackson  St.  7-9pm.  Dana  508/755-3773. 

Boston  □  Healing  group  for  everyone.  Santa  Fe  Hair  Salon, 
528  Tremont  St.  7:30-9:30pm.  426-9205. 

Cambridge  □  Incest  survivors  group  on  death  and  grief 

Short-term.  Women's  center  (see  above).  7pm. 

Cambridge  □  Women's  Coffeehouse  6/16  Local  musician 
Mary  Knapp  and  guest  Anne  Sandstrom.  Women's  Center,  46 
Pleasant  St.  8-midnight.  354-8807. 

CALENDAR  COMPILED  BY 
NAOMI  STEIN 


R.I.  Lesbian  /  Gay  Pride 
JOIN  TH/mARCH  ! 

SATURDAY,  JUNE  17,1989 

11:30  GATHERING  AT  CATHEDRAL  SORARE 

/ 

The  R.I.  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  March  steps  off. 

Saturday,  June  17.  The  parade  will  assemble  at  Cathedral 
Square  at  the  west  end  of  Westminster  Mall  in  downtown 
Providence  at  1 1:30am.  At  noon  we’ll  march  through  the  city  to 
the  State  House  lawn  for  a  rally  with  bands,  balloons,  food, 
fun  and  prizes.  Bring  a  banner,  decorate  a  float,  be  outrageous! 
There’s  still  time  to  volunteer  or  enter  a  float.  Call  781-761 1 
or  461-4191  for  dates  on  planning  meetings  or  further  info. 


To  mark  the  successful  completion  of  the  GCN  Challenge, 
our  $50,000  fundraising  campaign... 

On  the  occasion  of  the  16th  birthday  of  the  oldest  lesbian 
and  gay  newsweekly  in  the  United  States... 

To  show  appreciation  for  all  those  who  contributed  to  our 

campaign... 

And  in  honor  of  16  years  of  volunteers  who  have  made 

GCN  possible... 


GCN  cordially  invites  all  of  its 
readers,  including  community 
activists,  advertisers,  donors, 
and  friends  to  a  “thank  you” 
reception. 

Monday,  June  26,  6:30-9:30pm 
Club  Cabaret 
Free  Admission/Cash  Bar 
Wheelchair  Accessible 


For  information  and  RSVP,  call  (617)  426-4469,  tty  426-0332 


ILM2I&  © W  W©H©M1>  ©e  ©ILOT® 

A  sight-  saving  and  life-prolonging  treatment  for 
AIDS  infection  is  being  withheld  by  the  manufac¬ 
turer  to  maximize  profits. 

Thousands  of  people  with  AIDS  are  affected  by  CMV  retini¬ 
tis,  an  infection  which  progresses  rapidly  to  blindness.  The 
drug  Poscamet  is  an  effective  treatment  for  CMV  retinitis, 
without  the  deadly  side-effects  of  DHPG,  the  only  other 
treatment. 

Why  are  thousands  of  PWA's  still  condemned  to 
blindness?  CORPORATE  GREED.  The  kind  and  gentle 
folk  at  ASTRA  Pharmaceuticals  know  that  they  are  sitting  on  a 
gold  mine  with  the  exclusive  rights  to  Foscamet.  They  refuse 
treatment  to  all  but  the  lucky  few  who  can  qualify  for  clinical 
trials.  Foscamet  could  be  available  now  through  compassion¬ 
ate  use  programs  but  ASTRA 's  only  concern  is  the  drug’s  future 
marketability. 

WE  DEMAND  ACCESS  TO  TREATMENT  NOW! 
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Demonstrate  at  ASTRA  Pharmaceuticals 
Thursday,  June  15  4  to  6pm  (Bus  leaves  Boston  at  3) 

ACT  UP/  Boston  492-2887 
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June  16,  1989 
RALLY 

June  16th  RALLY  is  FREE 


June  17,  1989 

PRIDE  DAY 
CELEBRATION 


8:30PM  -  State  House  Steps  In  Concord,N.H. 

Speaker  Rev.  Kim  Harvie  of  the  Unitarian  Church  in  Provincetown,  MA. 
Entertainer  Extraordinaire'  HEATHER  BISHOP 

PRIDE  DAY  CELEBRATION 

Pat’s  Peak  Hennlker,  N.H.  from  10:00  am  to  7:00  pm 


c>° 


jugglers 


\jet\d°rs 


4? 


Co' 


KATE  CLINTON 
ROMANOVSKY  &  PHILLIPS 
LUCIE  BLUE  TREMBLAY 
THE  WEDDING  WITH  DINA  BACHELOR 

Pride  Dance  8:00  pm  to  1:00  am 

$5.00  per  ticket 
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PRIDE  DAY  CELEBRATION  TICKETS  $15.00  EACH 

WORK  SHIFTS  AVAILABLE  W  LIEU  OF  TCKET  PURCHASE 
For  more  info  call  Jack  (603)  669  0096  or  Flora  (603)  382  9308 

Wheelchair  Accessable  ASL  Interpreted 


SILENCE  =  DEATH 


